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“THUNDERING HERD” LTC NEUMANN LEADS THE 1-17th DURING A 7 MILE RUN
Led by LTC Jon Neumann, more than 560 members of the 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment, go for a 7-mile run
during physical training Friday at Fort Lewis in March. The Olympian Newspaper. March 16, 2008.

2008 REUNION

VOLUNTEERS

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

With the Aug 2008 reunion only a
few months away, please make your
hotel reservations and send in your
completed forms along with a check to
Association Treasurer, Steve Goodwin.  
This is already looking to be a big event
and I’m personally looking forward to
spending time with the men of the 1st
Battalion at Ft Lewis.   LTC Neumann
and CSM Smith have really planned
some great activities for the members
of the Association. You will find all
information and activity forms in this
issue of the Bugle.  See you there!

As always, the Association is looking
for a “Few Good Men” to volunteer
their time to various Association needs
and projects.  The men of an association
are the life blood of the organization and
without a cohesive effort, we’ll always
fall short of an expected standard.  
Please contact me if you’re interested in
helping the Association out in any way.

I recently submitted an essay about
the 17th Infantry Regiment for a historic
preservation grant, but unfortunately,
we weren’t awarded anything this year.  
Even though, we should all think about
preserving the historic records of the
17th Infantry for future generations.  
If everyone would write down a short
biography of their time in the 17th,
along with any personal stories or
recollections, it would help immensely.  
High quality scans of your photographs
would also be a great addition to our
records.  Please send to the Regimental
Historian, Bruce Frazer.
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The Buffalo Bugle is edited and produced for the Association by Association
Members Donald Shook and Kevin Gilfether. Article proofreading provided by
Carla Shook. Stories, photographs, cartoons, and articles of interest to members
of the 17th Infantry Regiment Association are welcomed and greatly appreciated.
Please identify all personnel and locations when possible on back of photographs,
along with a return address so that we can return your photographs to you.
Items can also be electronically sent via e-mail to: deshook@7thinfantry.com

raffles, etc.
On Friday, we’ll spend the entire
day with the 1st Battalion and we’ll
really get to relate to the men of the
1st Battalion with live fire demonstrations, Stryker rides, and the opportunity
to lock and load and fire some rounds
down range.
We’ve also scheduled an alternative
trip to the Tacoma Glass Museum for
Friday afternoon for those of you that
aren’t interested in Friday’s Ft Lewis
activites.   
Greetings fellow Association members!
I can’t tell you how much I’m looking forward to our Annual Reunion
in August.   Many people have been
working hard to make this a memorable event, and I’m confident that
this will be one of our best reunions to
date.  Ltc. Neumann and his staff have
been extremely helpful in this process,
and I’m sure that the activities they
have proposed will be enjoyed by all
who attend.  The Reunion kicks off as
usual on Wednesday, with registration
and a board meeting for all officers
and board members of the Association.  
Thursday we’ll get started early with a
trip to the LeMay American Automobile Museum.  The museum has many
items that include a Tucker.  We’ll be
at the museum for a few hours, and
then we’ll head out to Ft. Lewis to start
our Thursday activities there.   We’ll
eat lunch at 12:15 in one of the Army
dining facilities.  Then we’re off to the
Post Chapel where we’ll have our Memorial Service.  We’ll then head to the
Fort Lewis Museum, which has many
interesting displays of various eras of
this Nation’s soldiers.   Our last stop
for the day will be to tour the Battalion
HQs and get a feel for how an active
duty soldier serving with the 17th lives
and works.  Afterward, the buses will
take us back to our hotel and our hospitality room, where we’ll enjoy each
other’s company, as well as possible

I am always trying to educate
myself on the different eras of the
17th Infantry, and recently I started
tracking down veterans who served
with the 1st and 2nd Battalions in the
mid- to late-80s at Ft. Richardson along
with veterans who served with the 1st
Battalion in the 90s at Richardson
and Wainwright.  I have been lucky to
contact a few enthusiastic and helpful
veterans from that era.   Colonel Marc
Williams and Benny Gudmens have
been very helpful and articles from
both of them about their service can be
found in this issue.

ries of people, places, and things are an
invaluable part of the Regiment’s history.  
Teamwork is defined in Webster’s
New World Dictionary as “a joint
action by a group of people, in which
each person subordinates his or her
individual interests and opinions to
the unity and efficiency of the group.”
This does not mean that the individual
is no longer important; however, it
does mean that effective and efficient
teamwork goes beyond individual
accomplishments. The most effective
teamwork is produced when all the
individuals involved harmonize their
contributions and work towards a
common goal.

I’ve been involved with the Association for over seven years now and I
plan on volunteering my time for many
years to come, however, with my full
time job and family commitments, I
can no longer wear so many hats in the
Association.  I’m the President, Membership Chairman, Website Administrator, and Buffalo Bugle Editor.  There’s
also a lot of other miscellaneous work
done on behalf of the Association that
frequently needs.   All of these posiAnother way to keep this Associa- tions are important and at times there
tion alive, as well as add to the Reg- is so much work, I get overwhelmed
iment’s historical archives, is to send and fall behind.  I feel that the quantity
in your stories, biographies, and or of work is starting to affect my qualpictures.  If you could send them elec- ity of work. Therefore, 2008-2009 will
tronically (via e-mail) that would be be my last term as your President and
great!  If not, you can send them to me after this year’s reunion, I will no lonin the mail.  Unfortunately, we can only ger hold the position of the Association
use high resolution photographs for the Membership Chairman.  I will also be
newsletter and website.  So if you send looking for an assistant to help out with
me photocopies of your pictures, I can- the website administration.   If you’re
not use them for the Bugle or website.   interested in these positions, now’s the
These photocopies, however, are placed time to let me know.
in the Regiment’s historical archive.  If
Kevin Gilfether has done a great
you are able to send scanned photos,
please remember to scan them at a high job on our newsletter this past year and
resolution (at least 300 op.) As more I’m sorry to report that he can no longer
of our gallant members cross that final work on the newsletter because of his
“phase line” in the sky, a piece of our personal obligations to his job, etc.   I
history dies with them. Please take the want to personally thank Kevin for his
time to document your time with the work and he’s taken the Buffalo Bugle
17th Infantry.   No matter when you to a new level that will not be
served, in peace or in war, your memo~ continued on page 6

in the Colonels’ and CSMs’ office area/
archive display area.  

Well, I am really looking forward
to our reunion in the Pacific Northwest
in August. That is about as far from
home as I can go and still be in the
continental U.S. I had the pleasure of
visiting the area back in December to
celebrate Christmas with my daughter,
MK2 Beth, and her husband ETC
Mike, who are both stationed at USCG
Station Seattle. As we speak, Mike is
under way on the USCG Cutter Healy
-- the largest Ice Breaker in the fleet.
The Healy will be back in July, so Mike
and Beth will join us for the banquet.  
While I was there in December, I got
to do a little G-2 on the area.  I checked
out the local hotels and agree with the
committee that La Quinta will serve
us best, all things considered.   Good
choice, guys.  
I took a day and went to Ft. Lewis
to visit the Buffaloes. The four of us
invaded around 10AM and were met by
CSM Smith. We were given the grand
tour of the Battalion area, including
the offices, quarters, company areas,
the arms room, motor pool and mess
hall. I even took a peek at the S-4
shop and did not recognize anything
there.   Everything is digital….even
the uniforms.  Unless you are active in
today’s Army, it will be hard to believe
the advances in how the Army does
business.  The physical plant is State
of The Art in every way; even down
to the flat screen TVs in the training
rooms and even the Sports Bar model

I would like to give special thanks
to the crew in the arms room. They had
a display set up, of all the weapons
in the inventory and were ready to
demonstrate their function and explain
how they are deployed. Thanks to all
of you who gave up your time for us.
The quarters were hard to believe.
Each soldier has his own apartment
with a bathroom that is shared with one
other troop.  The rooms were decorated
“techno modern.”  The troops had their
PS3’s, flat screens with Dish Network,
and notebooks with broadband access.
The wash-o-mat is right downstairs
and the outdoor grills are in the back
yard.  All in all, I “gotta” say that some
Senator is doing his or her job!!!!!  It’s
a beautiful facility -- all new -- and the
first tenants are the Buffaloes.
I would like to thank CSM Smith
for his hospitality, and LTC Neumann
who came in on his day off, the day
he was moving into new quarters, to
welcome my family and me to the new
home of the Buffaloes.  
There are a lot of things to do and
see in the Seattle/Tacoma area. One
of the things that we will see is the
La May Museum, a fine collection of
automobiles from the past.  They have
a “Tucker”; nuff said.  There are plenty
of things to do and to see in the area and
I’m sure that we all will.  I am looking
forward to seeing all of you in August.

“God Bless
The Buffaloes”
Bob Connelly

Greetings Buffaloes,
We are all products of the
7th Division, 6th Division, or the
172nd Striker Brigade, and can feel
comfortable with the companionship
of veterans of these units.   But, for
most of us, deep down in the heart is a
bond to the Regiment or Battalion that
is pervasive in many parts of our lives.  
The men we have served with, and
many times fought for our lives with at
the company level, is the bond that will
live forever.
Some of the veterans of the latter
part of the Korean War have said
that they never saw their company
commander during their tour on Pork
Chop Hill.  These men have memories
of platoon-level missions and a close
camaraderie with squad level friends
and NCO’s. In the 1960s, many of
us were rotated into a company in the
field without knowing where we were
or what the situation around us was
going to be.
During the activities of the 17th
Infantry in WWII, our men went to war
with the 17th Infantry and remained in
the Regiment until wounded or killed
in action or promoted out.
As the war progressed, new men were
assigned to fill vacancies and the basic
unit remained a cohesive and viable
force.
Our 172nd Strikers were trained

~ continued on page 7

to a room (like we haven’t done that
before) drag them along. The reunion
is 27-30 August 2008 so we have time
to make plans. My brothers from the
Scout Platoon let me know what you
need to get there and I’ll give it my all. I
hope that all the soldiers from the other
companies and platoons will work on
this because it’s up to us to make this
work.

Here we go, it’s been almost a year
and another reunion is coming up. You
may ask yourself am I going to make
this reunion and the answer should be
yes. If you’ve never been to a reunion
and plan on making only one this is the
one to make. The soldiers of the 1st
Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment will
be heading over to the Sand Box and
they don’t plan on playing any games.
We as an Association need to have as
many members as possible attend the
reunion to show these fine soldiers
our support. There will be a large turn
out of soldiers because we’re holding
this in their back yard. LTC Neumann
and CSM Smith are pulling out all the
stops for this one. There is talk that
those in attendance will even be able
to let a few rounds fly down range and
that would be worth the trip in its self.
There is going to be plenty on the reunion in this issue so I won’t keep going over the same things.
I’m going to take a minute to call
on all former 4/17 Inf. Light Fighters
from the first COHORT. Twenty years
ago, an era of fine soldiers broke up
and went their separate ways. There
are soldiers from that time period that
have made some of the reunions over
the past four that I’ve been able to
attend and every one has had a great
time. I’m going to call on each and
every one of you to track down one
or two Battle Buddies and get them
to this reunion, car pool, sleep 10

I can tell you from last year’s reunion that setting one up is not easy
and I know the Reunion Committee
has been working hard on this since
last September and they would also appreciate your attendance and support.
The new Buffalo Bugle is great and
I look forward to getting it and reading from cover to cover. I salute Kevin
Gilfether and Carla and Don Shook on
a fine publication. I know Don would
like to see members submit articles for
future publications so take a couple of
minutes and put pen to paper and let us
all know about your time with the 17th
Infantry.
In 1984, I had just finished a 2 year
tour in Germany and was looking forward to returning to jump status with
the 101st Pathfinder Company at Fort
Campbell. I knew the Department of the
Army must have screwed up because
my orders arrived stating I would be going to the 7th Infantry Division at Fort
Ord California. The 7th Div. back then
would have had to wait for the Brownies, Cub Scouts and Camp Fire Girls to
deploy before they had a chance to go
anywhere. I decided wile I was home
on a 30 day leave that I would contact
the Dept. of the Army and put a halt
to this Fort Ord garbage. In 1984 the
Army was reactivating some Special
Forces Units and they were looking for
volunteers so after talking with my wife
I decided to go for it. I contacted the
D.A. and they were more than happy to
help me and asked me to get a copy of
my orders and read them to them. I was
feeling pretty good and finally things
were looking up until I read them my
orders. I was told that they could do
nothing for me because I was going

to a COHORT unit and they had gone
over my 201 file before assigning me. I
thought I had V.D., what the heck was
a COHORT?   I wiped away the tears
and asked if I could at least change my
reporting date until after the holidays
because I knew I would be in limbo until they were over and much to my surprise they said “NO.” On December
20th 1984 I arrived on Fort Ord with
my new wife of 5 months.  I reported in
at Fort Ord the same day and was told
to report back the following morning
to process in. I reported back the next
day and signed some forms, got paid
a load of cash, and by noon they cut
me loose and said to return on the 26th
and to have a Merry Christmas.  I went
back to our one room hotel in Sea Side
California where my wife was waiting.  
We spent our first Christmas together
in that shabby hotel room and just like
a scene out of the movie ‘A Christmas
Story,’ we had our Christmas dinner at
a Chinese Restaurant.
On the 26th of December I reported back to the Replacement Station and was sent along with another
Sergeant to the newly forming 4th Bn.
17th Infantry Regiment.   The two of
us reported to the 1SG of H.H.C. and
were informed that they were looking
for volunteers for the Scout Platoon.
The Sergeant that was with me said no
way and before I had a chance to answer there was a soldier standing next
to me and the 1SG said he wanted to
introduce the Scout Platoon Sgt. to us.
I looked up from my chair and standing
there was (at that time) SSG Michael
Cleary.  I remembered Mike from when
I worked as an instructor in the Rappel Master Course of the Air Assault
School at Campbell and I even tried
to get him a job as an instructor. The
1SG gave us a break and Mike took me
to get the first of many cups of coffee
we had together over the years and fill
me in on the 4/17th Infantry. I found
out that the Bn. was just forming and
there were maybe 60 soldiers total in
the Battalion. Officers and NCOs
~ continued on page 10

~ continued from page 4

soon forgotten.  Steve Goodwin’s sister
has volunteered to help me with future
issues and I’m looking forward to
working with her.
Remember,
this
is
“your”
Association and we’ll be stronger and
more stable with more volunteers.   I
hope to see many of you at this year’s
reunion and as always, if you have any
questions, please feel free to contact
me.

Buffalo Out ..

GETTING PAID

Bloess interviews men about pay problems
By Jack Bloess -- Sedali
The time was the summer of 1951.
The place was the Hwachon Valley,
in North Korea.   I was a member of
the 17th Infantry Regiment of the 7th
Infantry Division. I was assigned to
service company and my rank was
corporal.   I worked in division rear,
which was in the back of the military
formation.  I was in charge of paying
the 17th Regiment.  It was a great job,
because I didn’t get involved in any
firefights.
In order to keep abreast of the pay
problems of the men, I would go to the
front lines and interview people who
had pay problems.  This is the story of
one of my trips.

Men of Truth and Courage
in a “Forgotten War.”
the 17th Infantry in Korea
Place your order now to reserve
your copy by: (1) Credit Card
through PayPal, in the amount of
$33.95 for each copy, payable to
RetJudgeS1@aol.com Amount
includes $4.00 for shipping and
handling; or (2) by sending a
check in the amount of $33.95
for each copy, payable to either
Stuart Namm or Nancy Namm, at
101 Marshview Road, Hampstead,
North Carolina 28443.

I had a jeep and a driver who knew
where to take me.  North Korea is very
mountainous and many of the roads
are one-lane defiles around the side of
the mountains.  As we approached the
Hwachon Valley, we were on one of
these narrow paths.  We came to some
enemy trucks that had been hit by our
jets.  They cooked the trucks and the
people in them.  Not a pretty sight.
Later, we came to the valley.  We could
see the whole valley.  We had a lot of
artillery set up all around the valley - 8 inch self-propelled howitzers, 155mm howitzers and 105-mm howitzers.  
They were firing harassing fire at fiveminute intervals.
Division forward was set up here
also. Division forward is where the
commanding general and his staff
are located.   Each division has three
regiments.   All the activity of the
division is directed from division
forward.   I camped with division
forward and worked out of there.   I
usually stayed there a month at a
time.
When you are up there, you need a

foxhole, for obvious reasons.   One of
my buddies pointed out a hole that was
unoccupied.  I asked why no one was
using it.  He said because the guy who
dug it got killed by artillery last night.
Division forward had set up the night
before.  The Americans controlled the
high ground and turned on floodlights
in order to see what they were doing.  
The Chinese saw the sky light up, so
they fired in that direction. As they
fired, they extended and the rounds
came right through the camp.   The
guy in the hole was safe, but he had
something in his truck so he jumped
out and ran to the truck.  A round hit
the truck.  Not too smart.  Anyway that
was why I didn’t have to dig a hole.
Every infantry division has a band.  
It’s the general’s band.   Most of the
band members do the gofer jobs at
division forward -- orderlies for the
high command and so forth. The first
thing they do at division forward is put
up a flagpole and hoist Old Glory, up at
reveille and down at retreat.
The first night I was there, the band
assembled at retreat and played the
“Star Spangled Banner.”  
Standing at attention, saluting
the flag being lowered, knowing the
Chinese could probably hear the music
-- you talk about feeling proud.  God, I
felt proud.
Don’t think I will ever forget that
moment in time.

~ continued from page 4

and deployed as a tightly bound unit,
with officers and NCOs and soldiers
who were capable of accomplishing
the task at hand.
The “Art” of war is a constantly
changing study. In 1941, the 17th was
training for desert fighting and of course
was sent, with improper clothing and
training, to a cold, mountain island to
fight. The Division was landed and the
fight was managed at the Regimental
and Company level.
Just two and a half years ago, the
17th was an artic weather unit, utilizing
the new wheeled striker vehicle.  Their
deployment sent them to Louisiana to
sweat it out and learn urban fighting
techniques.  Then they went to the Iraqi
desert and the city of Mosul with its
urban warfare.  Then they were extended
to serve in Baghdad for several months.  
Our brothers in arms brought off both
missions in good order.  We should all,
as members of the Association, keep
our eye on the mission ahead of us,
and embrace a whole new battalion
of young Americans, freshly minted
Buffalos, into our ranks.  
Our Association has had a transition
from a prevalence of Korean War
veterans as officers to a new younger
cadre of the 1980-1990 era veterans as
our association officers. Our Board of
Directors is solid with vets of the early
years after WWII thru the 1950s. We
have a bright future ahead and should
all strive to preserve the strength of our
association.   We have, as mentioned
before, our new battalion to get to
know, and soon the Infantry School and
Ft. Benning will open the new Infantry
Museum in Columbus, Georgia.  This
will bring us the job of moving and
improving our Buffalo Monument at
its new site at the Museum.
We are all blessed by being
Americans and veterans of the 17th
United States Infantry.

God Bless the Regulars,
Bruce Frazer

Greetings, fellow Buffalos
I am finally back from Afghanistan
and should be home for a while, after a
trip to Israel and Italy during the month
of May.  I will be making a parachute
jump from a C-130 on 5 May with the
Israel Defense Force, organized by
the International Airborne Society, in
commemoration of Israel’s 60th anniversary as a modern nation, then to Italy to immerse myself in a culture and
language I learned while serving with
the 509th Airborne Battalion Combat
Team from 1980 to 1983.
I settled in a small community
east of Pittsburgh, PA named Indiana,
hometown of actor Jimmy Stewart, to
be near my daughter. President Don
Shook lives not too far from here and
we have conducted one link-up already
and have others planned.  My address
and phone number are updated in the
front of the Bugle.
The nomination season for the 2008
Distinguished and Honorary Members
of the Regiment is closed.   I had to
close it earlier than usual because the
reunion is a month earlier this year and
I must beat the summer surge of packets coming from other regiments and
the Fort Benning personnel summer
leaves.  I thank all of you who submitted a nomination.

I highly encourage all of you to attend
this year’s reunion.  This is the beginning of a new chapter in the 17th’s history after the battalion’s move from
Fort Wainwright, Alaska to Fort Lewis, Washington last year.  The Alaskabased battalion did a tour of duty in
Iraq before deactivating and the reactivated battalion at Fort Lewis will soon
deploy on its own tour.  It is important
for the active duty soldiers and their
families and we veterans of our great
regiment to meet before they deploy.  
It’ll be inspiring for us all as veterans
of wars past and warriors of wars today
meet on fields of friendship and camaraderie.

I look forward to seeing
you all at the reunion.
Thundering Herd!!
Tim Green - Chairman
DMOR/HMOR
Committee

performance of the Stryker vehicle
since it debuted in Iraq in 2003/2004 has
been phenomenal, and I look forward
to showing them off to members of
the association during reunion events
here in August.   In my career, I have
served in light Infantry units that were
phenomenal at the close fight but very
challenged with a lack of mobility.   I
have also served in mechanized units
that had great armored mobility and
awesome firepower, but could not bring
enough Infantrymen to the objective
for a sustained close fight. Stryker
units combine the best of both of those
worlds.
Spring greetings from rainy Fort
Lewis, where the current Thundering
Herd of Buffaloes is hard at work
getting ready for combat.  As a new
unit, we are still receiving a lot of our
equipment, the most visible of which
are special weapons like mortars and
the fielding of our Stryker fighting
vehicles.   Thus far, C Company
and the attached Brigade Engineer
Company have received the bulk of
their Strykers.   Within the battalion
headquarters company, both the
mortars and medics are also now
Stryker mounted.  We still have B and
A companies and the battalion recon
platoon to field their Strykers, and that
will occur in the next 3 months.  The
last Strykers we are to receive are the
mobile gun systems (think a tank on
wheels) that get fielded in the weapons
platoon of each rifle company. Once
our fielding is complete, we’ll look
just like the Alaska-based Buffaloes
who we all watched perform so well in
Iraq through 2006.
For folks not familiar with the
Stryker, it’s the Army’s new wheeled
armored vehicle that gets Soldiers
safely to the objective, and is much
faster and quieter than tracked
armored vehicles.   There are 10
different variations of Strykers.  Once
completely fielded, we’ll have some
of eight of those different variants,
and 90 total Strykers. The combat

In addition to our weapons and
vehicles, we are also fielding the
communications
and
command
post equipment that will allow us to
communicate and control forces on the
battlefield. It is hard to fully describe
how advanced this unit will be with
all the digital systems at our disposal
for managing information.   Basically,
every vehicle gets a computer screen
on which the Soldiers on board can
see where all the other vehicles are on
the battlefield. Through this computer
system, each vehicle can send or receive
new orders, new map graphics, supply
requests, and casualty/medical reports.
We are also to receive a system that
puts many of those same capabilities in
the hands of squad and fire team leaders
who have dismounted and moved
away from their vehicle.   This short
explanation doesn’t really do justice to
these systems, and I imagine for guys
who fought with little more than a rifle,
a bayonet, and some grenades, this all
sounds like science fiction. When you
visit us at the reunion, we’ll try to give
you a better feel for what your hard
earned tax dollars have given us.
Even as we field new equipment,
we continue to train as hard and as fast
as possible.    We have yet to receive
our deployment orders, but it’s no
big secret why the Army stood up our
Brigade.  This summer our plate is full
to the point of running over.  We intend

to execute both platoon and company
level evaluations in the field, and we
also have to help the Army train a
new generation of young officers, as
all ROTC cadets come through Ft.
Lewis for their summer camp.   Units
stationed here all get to support a piece
of their training.  Our other main task
this summer is to give each man an
opportunity to take some leave while
kids are out of school and the sun
actually comes out here in the Pacific
Northwest.
Despite our hectic summer, we are
really looking forward to participating
in the Association reunion in August.  
We have been working with the
planning committee and have proposed
about a day and a half of activities here
at Ft. Lewis.   We have both garrison
locations and field training to show you,
but the main “exhibits” are the current
Soldiers who wear your crest, follow
your colors, and try daily to reach
the high bar set for us by all previous
Buffaloes.  I’m excited for you to meet
and mingle with them, but even more
happy that they will get to meet and
learn from you.  See you then.

“Truth and Courage”
LTC Jon Neumann
Buffalo 6

Hello from Fort Lewis, home of the
current Buffaloes, to all 17th Infantry
Regiment Association members.   As
the active CSM in the greatest Infantry
Regiment in the Army, I hope to meet
all of you at the next Association
reunion.   The NCOs of the Battalion
are turning our young Soldiers into a
disciplined fighting force capable of
defeating any enemy on the modernday battlefield. The focus of our
Battalion is company-level operations,
a process that will ensure the individual
platoons can act in concert with each
other and complete all assigned tasks
with maximum efficiency.
The battalion continues to grow in
size. We are over 90% strength with
760 soldiers assigned to the battalion
and 562d Engineer Company. Our
retention is well above average, with
re-enlistments happening on a regular
basis. In the coming months, the 562d
Engineer Company will no longer
be attached to the Battalion.   They
are a Brigade asset and are part of a
restructuring of the separate companies
to better support their status.   This
will bring the Battalion’s numbers
down, but we will remain above 90%
strength.
Training continues! The Soldiers,
and NCOs above them, continue to
improve at their individual tasks and
skills.   Soldiers from the Battalion

have been regularly attending schools
such as Sniper School, Ranger School,
Reconnaissance and Surveillance
Leaders Course (RSLC), Airborne
School, and NCO Professional
Development Courses. We’ve had
seven solders graduate from RSLC, five
from Sniper School, two from Ranger
School, seven from Airborne school,
and numerous soldiers and NCOs from
both the Warrior Leader Course (what
some of you remember as PLDC) and
the Basic Noncommissioned Officer
Course.  Our S-3 shop developed and
conducted the Brigade’s first Stryker
Gunnery.  Training makes good Soldiers
better, and our Soldiers are great.
We recently had a Staff Enlisted
versus Staff Officers Basketball game
– once again the officers prevailed,
but there is some question about the
scoring of the game.  Regardless, it was
a close match and it has helped solidify
the esprit-de-corps in the staff offices.
The Bravo Company soccer team is
currently ranked first in the ongoing I
Corps soccer tournament.   Volleyball
is about to start and I’m certain the
Battalion will make a good showing.
I want to thank the Association for
all its support of this Battalion.   I am
proud to be the CSM of this, the best,
Battalion in the Army.  The Association,
as well as the Battalion itself, is full
of true patriots with an unrivaled
commitment to their country.  I know
that we will continue the traditions
set forth by this great Regiment and
will continue to add to the lineage and
honors of the 17th Infantry Regiment.  
HOOAH!

CSM Peter Smith
Buffalo 7

Veterans
Administration
Benefits
The National defense Authorization Act of
Fiscal year 2008 (Public Law 110-181)
Was signed into law by the President
on January 28,2008. This act extends
the period of enhanced enrollment
opportunity for health care eligibility
provided a veteran who served in a
theater of combat operations after
November 11, 1998.
Commonly referred to as combat
veterans or 0EF/OIF veterans as
followed:
Currently enrolled combat veterans will
have their enhanced enrollment period
automatically extended to 5 years from
their most recent date of discharge.
New enrollees discharged from active
duty on or after January 28, 2003 are
eligible for this enhanced enrollment
health benefit for 5 years after their
most recent discharge from active
duty.
Combat Veterans who never enrolled
and were discharged for active duty
between November 11, 1998 and
January 27, 2003 may apply for this
enhanced
enrolment
opportunity
through January 27, 2011.
Combat veterans who applied for
enrollment after January 16, 2003,
but were not accepted for enrollment
based on the application being outside
the previous post-discharge two year
window will be automatically reviewed
and notified of the enrollment decision
under this new authority.
I hope this will clear up some myths
about the medical treatment for our
returning Veterans. Any Questions
contact me.

Bob Petzold
5200 SW 25th Blvd. Apt 3210
Gainesville, FL. 32608
Phone 352 548 4906
Easy17@gator.net

And then I thought of all the people
who spend most if their days doing
things that no one notices—things that
are there to do, that need to be done,
and so they do them, with no applause,
no appreciation, and no realization by
anyone else that a small, but significant
thing has been accomplished.

~ continued from page 5

would be arriving over the next few
months to form the Cadre for the 4th
Battalion.  Next we would be going to
Fort Benning Georgia and picking up
an entire graduating class of brand new
soldiers and they would be ours to train
for the next four years. Mike Cleary
and I finished up talking and reported
back to the 1SG’s office were the 1SG
and the other Sergeant was waiting.  
The 1SG told the Sergeant that came
with me he would be going to a line
Company and without even asking me,
told me I was going to the Scout Platoon. I don’t know if it was fate or not
but I don’t know what would have happened if Mike Cleary hadn’t walked in
when he did.  I owe the best years of
my Army career to Mike Cleary and
the fine soldiers of the 4’17th Infantry
Scout Platoon.  I know Mike lives close
Fort Lewis so I expect to see him at the
Reunion and if not, I’ll form up all the
Scouts and we’ll be setting up poncho
hooches on his front lawn.
Well that’s it for this one. As always
I wish the best to all of you and hope to
link up at the Reunion.

“Scouts Out”
Douglas

It began as a simple project:  to sew
a missing button on the sleeve of my
shirt.   I even knew where the button
was – except that it turned out to be
almost the right one.   The one I had
in mind was for a collar.  I needed one
for a sleeve.  A hunt through the button
box turned up nothing.   After much
searching, I discovered that the shirt
had two extra buttons sewed on the
bottom part of the shirt, in case buttons
would be needed. (Must have been an
expensive shirt!)
I even had some white thread, so
all I needed was the needle – which, of
course, was nowhere to be found.  An
intensive search eventually turned up
two needles, both of which were too
big for the job.  A further search turned
up nothing, and the clock was moving
towards my first appointment of the
day.  If I scrapped the project, I would
have to change my trousers and figure
out all over again what I should wear,
so I finally decided upon the smaller of
the too-big needles.
When I finished the job and looked
over my work, I was pleased to see
that it was so acceptable that I doubted
anyone would notice.  I wondered if I
should tell people about the situation,
so they could appreciate the effort and
time it took to restore the shirt to its
original state.  Maybe they would say:  
“What a great job!  What an excellent
fellow you are!”

I found myself being thankful for
all the people who do not make the
headlines, who do not get the applause,
who do not get the recognition—the
“button sewers” of the world.  I ended
up being quite pleased that no one
noticed my new button.  It meant that
I had done a good job and that’s a
satisfaction that lasts far longer than
any applause.
Looking forward to seeing all of
you in Tacoma!

Truth and Courage
Your Chaplain
John Strube

the buffalo store

We also accept credit card orders on the Associations website!
Operation Iraqi Freedom Patch
Proceeds go to the Stewart Rothman Soldiers’ Morale Fund
$5.75

17th Infantry Regiment Pen Knife
“Truth & Courage”
Available in 5 colors: Blue, black, Red, Teal and Green
$5.00

“Stryker” Challenge Coin
Older version of the 17th Association Challege
Coin, featuring the “Stryker” Battalion
$8.00

Association Challenge Coin
Beautiful diamond cut epoxy filled. Battle honors
include Iraq
$8.00

“Truth & Courage” Nickel
$5.00

1953 Nickel
$5.00

Two Sided silk screened T-shirts:
Sizes: Med, Lrg, XL, XXL
Black or Grey
$19.00

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 17TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION

PLEASE REMEMBER TO INCLUDE $1.50 FOR SHIPPING AND HANDLING (For shirts, please add $4.00 for S&H)
SEND TO:
David De La Sierra
17th Inf Reg Quartermaster
134 Fox Run
Macon, Ga 31210

Selections
for
Distinguished
Members of the Regiment (DMOR) and
Honorary Distinguished Members of
the Regiment (HDMOR) are not based
solely on military accomplishments
during an individual’s time in service,
but also on what the individual
has accomplished on behalf of the
Association.   The Chairman of the
selection committee is Association
Project Chairman, CSM Tim Green.  
Nominations for DMOR or HDMOR
should be sent to him at csmgreen@
gmail.com
The above badge and a certificate
suitable for framing, as well as orders
signed by the Chief of the U.S. Infantry,
are presented to each awardee.

Col. Tom Hickman, HCOR
Lawrence Haynes, HSMOR

HDMOR
Alan Bjerke
JoAnn Brigham
Catherine I. Bryant
Stefania Burke
Mary Jo Camp
Cathy Colley
Leslie Drumhiller
Carolyn Eve
Fran Feury
Charlotte Gallo
Donald Garner
Sally Harvey
Evelyn Haynes
Carol Heiter
John Hillman
Peggy Holt
Mardelle Ingman
Ardith Isham
Richard Kabaker
Ellen Legg
Mark Marques
Helma Mataxis
Roy P. Montgomery
Alicyn Moore
Chiara Murrell
David Nethken

Lynn Okita
Alma Rohr
Carol Rosa
Lee Rothman
Margaret Smith
Christy Splechter
Shirley Stoddard
Janet Strube
Marie Sullivan
Mary Watts
Patricia “Pat” Wilson
Laura Wittler

DMOR
Phillip Albert
Alfred Baumann
Douglas Bell
Clarence Bennet
Paul H. Bryant
SFC Lawrence Burke
Dennis Camp
John T. Carrig
Ralph C. Colley
SM George Crisostomo
Joe E. DeFosse
Louis E. Eve
Andy Ferreira
Eugene P. Feury
Bruce Frazer
Pete Gallo
COL Edward Gibbons
Kevin Gilfether
Steve Goodwin
Joseph Gonsalves
Eulos Graham
Tim Green
George Harvey
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Raymond Harvey
Fred Hatter
Robert R. Heiter
Jeffrey P. Holt
Einar Ingman
Gilbert E. Isham
Ted Mataxis
1SG Matthew Splechter
Stuart Johnson
Louis Kolb
Jackie D. Legg
Fred McGee
Joe Midyette
Daryl T. Moore
Timothy Mullins
Walter L. Murrell
Robert Northcutt
Mike Okita
LTC James Smith
1SG John Moore
Tony Perez
Robert Petzold
Arnold Prather
Rocky Rayos
Royal Reynolds
Jack Reynoldson
Clarence Rineck
Richard Robbins
James Rohr
Richard Rosa
Stewart Rothman
James Sheldon
Don Shook
John L. Strube
John A. Sullivan
Mack Vereen
Don Watts
Pat Wilson
LTC Charles Webster
Richard Whitson
Scott Wickland
Jacob F. Wittler
Darron Wright
Neil Young

The Last of the Lightfighters
by MAJ Thomas F. Veale (CO of C/1-17 IN from August 1999 to April 2001)

but I figured that since I hadn’t been
officially hailed as a Buffalo, I would
wait until next year’s event to meet
him.  I regret that decision, as that was
to be Buffalo Bill’s last appearance at
Buffalo Days. I did meet Stu Rothman,
though, and we met again at the reunion
in Colorado Springs in 2006, shortly
before his passing.  

I reported to the US Army Alaska’s
Replacement Detachment at Fort
Richardson in early November 1997.
The Visitors’ Quarters had a courtesy
copy of Brian Garfield’s account of
the battle for Attu, The Thousand Mile
War, on the bedside table.  Therefore, I
began getting acquainted with the rich
history of the Buffalos on my very first
night in Alaska.
  
I was assigned as the Training and
Operations Officer with the Northern
Warfare Training Center (NWTC) at
Fort Greely, Alaska from November
1997 to May 1999. While there, I was
trying to find a company command
assignment within the 172nd Separate
Infantry Brigade at Fort Richardson
or Fort Wainwright. In my first few
months at NWTC, I was able to see
and evaluate several companies from
all three Alaskan infantry battalions (1501 PIR, 2-1 IN, and 1-17 IN). Like
every other new captain, I had initially
wanted to go to the airborne battalion,
but my experiences at NWTC changed
my mind.

One evening in late winter 199798, I was evaluating A/1-17’s patrol
base procedures when their battalion
commander, then-LTC Jeffrey Holt,
pulled up in his HMMWV.   He and
his driver got out of the vehicle and in
fewer than 10 minutes, the two of them
had assembled their arctic 10-man tent
and gotten the Yukon Stove burning.  
This might not sound impressive to the
uninitiated, but I had watched entire
squads fail to accomplish this in 20
minutes over the preceding months.  
As it turns out, LTC Holt had been an
NWTC training officer in his lieutenant
days. I knew right then which outfit I
wanted my command in.
I reported to 1-17 IN in early
June of 1999. Although I was pretty
much walking straight into a rifle
company command in August, I still
had to do my staff time as an assistant
operations officer (S-3). I was planning
a competition in the S-3 shop while the
rest of the battalion was outdoors for
“Buffalo Days.” I kept hearing about
the legendary “Buffalo Bill” Quinn,

I took command of Charlie Company
on a sunny August day in 1999. We
went to the field the very next day,
which is always the best place to learn
about one’s men.   I was immediately
impressed by 1SG Walter Murrell and
his excellent platoon sergeants, SFC
Todd Fullerton, SFC “Bear” Bryant,
and SFC Greg Torres.   I was lucky
enough to keep those NCOs through
the majority of my 21-month command,
during which they were lauded by two
battalion commanders as “the best
group of platoon sergeants I’ve ever
seen assembled in one company.”
Every Army unit, it seems, has
people who uphold one stereotype or
another.  1SG Murrell was perhaps the
most beloved first sergeant I’ve ever
known, and he always kept the welfare
of his soldiers at the forefront (exactly
where it belongs). SFC Fullerton was a
quiet Nebraskan who always got things
done before I even knew he had started.  
SFC Bryant was the comedian.   SFC
Torres was a former Marine who ran
his platoon using characteristic “tough
love.”
I had quite a few former Marines in
Charlie Company, and boy was I glad
that the Marine Corps doesn’t want its
prior service NCOs back after a break
in service! SGT James O’Leary was
a former Marine who ran my training
room.   He was the mirror opposite of
SFC Torres, though: the first thing I
ever signed as a commander came from
him.

~ continued on page 17

Pride Is a Buffalo
Goad to Kaiser’s
17th Infantry

The “Buffalo Goad,” a unique
and distinctive swagger-type stick
now carried by commanding officers
and top NCO’s of the 17th Infantry at
Camp Kaiser, has come down through
the years to symbolize the pride and
tradition of the unit.

Article from the 7th Division “Bayonet” summer of 1967
and submitted by Life Member
Leo Lariviere, Jr. (USA LTC RET)

Maj. Harvey W. Barrell, a former
S-4 of the Buffalos, held the honor
of carrying the first goad when it was
presented to him in 1953 by KATUSA
Sergeant Major Song Baik Jin.
The first goad was designed
merely as a straight stick tipped with
a .50 caliber bullet and based with a
cartridge casing of the same caliber.  At
that time, the regiment’s commander,
Col. Benjamin T. Harris, endorsed its
use and proposed that every officer in
the Buffalo Regiment carry one.
On March 25, 1954, Col. Sidney
C. Wooten, the succeeding regimental
commander, instructed that Buffalo
Goads be carried by all officers and
non-commissioned officers of the first
three grades in the regiment.
A few months after its initial
design was created, the Buffalo Goad
was altered from the straight stick
to a solid, serrated, corkscrew-like
stick, cut to 18 inches in length with
meticulous varnishing, burring and
polishing.   Thus, the foundation was
laid for the goad as it is used today.  
Later the goad was adorned with the
also traditional Buffalo nickel, crossed
rifles of the Infantry and the 17th Inf.
unit crest.
Since then, the Buffalo Goad has
become the regimental countermark
of the indomitable Buffalo – sturdy,
aggressive and proud.   The goad
has served as the coveted badge of
distinction of the Buffalos and a symbol
of both inspiration and esprit de corps
to the men of the 17th Infantry.

1st Sgt. Charles E. Hubbartt, Co. A, 1st Bn., 17th Inf., shows the traditional Buffalo
Goad to his company clerk, Sgt. George Glassner. Goads such as this are carried
by all commanding officers, SGMs. and 1SGs in the 17th Infantry. (Photo by Randal)
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President’s Note: Charles E Hubbartt
shown in above photograph is also
a Life Member of the 17th Infantry
Regiment Association.

~ continued from page 13

implies!).

He waited until I had all of the platoon
sergeants and the first sergeant in my
office, and then he came in wearing a
Korean-war era “Radar O’Reilly” knit
cap and carrying a clipboard!  Running
the supply room was Specialist Greg
Morris, a tough South African who
could make supplies magically appear
whenever needed (I was often afraid
to ask him how he did it). It did not
seem to matter what I needed with SPC
Morris.  I could have told him I needed
O-rings for the Space Shuttle, and his
response would invariably be, “When
do you need them?”  Perhaps the most
memorable soldier in the company
was Chuck Shuck, the apple-cheeked
All American who served as rifleman,
machine
gunner,
radio-telephone
operator, or anything else we ever
needed.   Chuck has gone on to make
us all proud as an MP canine handler,
as most of you already know.   What
a collection of men!   I was humbled
every day I went to work.          

Needless to say, we did a lot of
walking back then.  According to thenLTC Edward G. “Edge” Gibbons (our
commander after LTC Holt), Charlie
Company had gained a “farther, faster”
reputation and was thus usually given the
longer avenues of approach.  I liked to
split the company into platoons, which
could travel independently on separate
lanes.  This not only made us faster, but
quieter as well.  Platoon leaders would
call in phase lines on their different
lanes, and thus I was able to track every
platoon between the release point and
the assault position.   This awareness
gave me the freedom to drift among
platoons with my radio-telephone
operators, as well.  SFC Torres began to
use the term “Where’s Waldo?” because
of my tendency to wander.  By sneaking
in behind my own platoons, I also got
to hear the old classic lines:   “Light
infantry my a##!” and “Boy am I glad
I’m carrying these extra boots!” and
“Where the f### are the deuce-and-ahalfs?” Despite the pain and sweat, I
loved every minute of it.

After our August Field Training
Exercise (FTX), the weather started
turning and we began our “Arctic
Light Individual Training” (or ALIT,
for short). Since I had been a Northern
Warfare officer, this was all second
nature to me.  We did our ski training
on Birch Hill and our tent-and-stove
drills in the battalion area in preparation
for the winter, which was approaching
quickly.   Our battalion had been
relatively recently re-designated as
17th Infantry, having been 9th Infantry
“Manchus” for years.  There seems to
be a close relationship among the 9th
and 17th Regiments and the 2nd and
7th Infantry Divisions. The 7th ID was
known as the “Lightfighters,” featuring
the 17th and 9th Regiments on its roles.
Although we did not fall under the 7th
Infantry Division, the Buffalos of the
172nd Separate Infantry Brigade were
true lightfighters, as well. We did not
have organic truck support: that came
from the transportation battalion when
we were in the field “as needed” (I
don’t have to tell you what “as needed”

We did a lot of live-fire exercises
(LFXs), day or night, sun or snow. You
really cannot appreciate the power of a
129-man light infantry company until
you’ve seen one in action.  We had six M240B medium machine guns (7.62mm
replacement of the M-60), eighteen M249 light machine guns (5.56mm), six
Dragon antitank weapons, two 60mm
mortars, and a host of carbines and
grenade launchers.   Throw a volley
of 105mm towed howitzer and 81mm
battalion mortar fire in, and you had
one hell of a fireworks show. Like
our brothers before us,  we echoed the
order to “Fix bayonets!” at the Line of
Departure. We were a fearsome sight, I
imagine.

I left command in April of 2001,
and I left Alaska the following month
after some more “staff time” at battalion
headquarters.   General Shinseki had
announced the Army’s use of the black
beret, and the battalion was informed
that sooner or later, the “Stryker”
vehicles were coming.  It was the end of
an era.  I was beginning graduate school
when the Twin Towers fell on September
11, 2001.   I got my issued black beret
In the winter, we had vehicles called in the mail from the US Army’s student
“SUSVs” (pronounced “suss-vees” or detachment at Fort Jackson, South
“susses”for short). They were thin- Carolina.   I read the Buffalo Bugle’s
skinned, Swedish-made tracked vehicles report of the regiment’s conversion to
with a driver’s compartment and an the Stryker and its move to Fort Lewis
articulated passenger compartment.   later.   I had a sort of “vacation from
Each platoon got one SUSV, which history” for a while.
wasn’t quite enough to really do much
with.  They were excellent in the deep
I have always been proud of my
snow, but were fairly delicate and service as a light infantry commander,
required constant care and attention.   and I am proud to have commanded
Because they were not armored, they in the 17th Infantry Regiment.  Things
were also forbidden beyond the Line will continue to change, but I will
of Departure. So we really were “true” always carry that experience with me
lightfighters, even in the winter, because in my heart.  I think of today’s Buffalos
the “Susses” usually stayed under supply frequently, and I am absolutely sure
sergeant control for moving chow and that they continue to live by our motto,
duffle bags. I almost never used my “Truth and Courage.”  They, like anyone
command HMMWV either, preferring who has ever worn the crest, know that
to walk with the troops whenever they have a lot to live up to.  
possible.   This gave the 1SG and the
XO a lot more flexibility when it came LETTERS TO THE ASSOCIATION
to resupply or casualty evacuation, as
well.
Lucion Perry III is looking for anyone

who served in the 3rd battalion, 17th
Infantry’s Heavy Weapons Company
in 1951-1952.
He’s looking for
information on an incident that resulted
in a high casualty rate for the Company.  
If you have any information, or served
with the 3rd Battalion’s Heavy Weapon
Company, please contact him.

private murphy

Pasadena Ca 91104-3714
lucionp@charter.net
626 794 3261

Lawrence S. Haynes
17th Infantry Association
Honorary Sergeant Major of the
Regiment
Dear Mr. Haynes and Fellow Buffalos,
Since I received one of your scholarships
in 2002, I would like to let you know
that I am approaching the end of
my college career now.   I received a
Degree of Applied Science in Industrial
Technology Education in 2006 from
Delta College, University, Michigan.
I then entered Saginaw Valley State
University, Saginaw, Michigan, to earn
a Bachelors Degree in Education, so that
I can be an Industrial Arts Instructor.  I
am now doing observation and will soon
be doing student teaching.
Since I have been working almost full
time at VG’s, a grocery chain, since
I was a senior in high school (2002)
in order to help pay my way through
college, it has taken me a bit longer
than I had anticipated to complete my
studies. I still find time to toy around
with snowmobiles and the restoration of
a 1978 Cougar XR 7.
I plan to secure a Masters Decree since I
already have several credits toward that
accomplishment.   I have also thought
about going further with my education.
I am ever so grateful for the help your
association gave me in helping me make
the progress I have attained.  You and
your fellow “Buffalos” should be proud
of your organization.  I hope to someday
be a part of your group in honor of my
grandfather, Dwain Stoddard.
Thanks Again.
[signed] Brandon Stoddard

LTC Neumann’s vanity plate. If you have a vanity plate or something similar
showing your Buffalo Pride, send it in and we’ll post it int a Bugle.

captain Dudley chase
Civil War Memories

gansport Zouave Guard Militia in 1854
at the age of 17 and achieved the rank
of Captain.
With the outbreak of the Civil
War, Dudley immediately offered the
services of his Company of Militia to
Governor Morton who accepted them
as Company K of the newly formed 9th
Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He outfitted the company at his own expense.

The photos that accompany this
article were provided to us by Mr.
J.A. (Arnie) Dowd II, a new friend of
our Association, from Colorado.  Mr.
Dowd is the owner of the Colt 1862
Police Revolver pictured, and has graciously allowed us to use his photos
and research in our Buffalo Bugle.  
This brief story was taken from the
notes and research done by Mr. Dowd
since his purchase of the revolver.
Dudley H. Chase was born August 29, 1837 in Logansport, Indiana.
Having always been very interested
in the Military, Dudley joined the Lo-

Dudley immediately accepted, on
August 1st of 1861, a commission as
Captain of Co. A, 2nd Battalion of the
17th Regiment of the US Army Regular Infantry. So Dudley, with 52 volunteers from Indiana, reported to Camp
Preble and there recruited the balance
of the men needed for Company A.
By March 4th of 1862, five full
companies had been organized,
equipped, drilled, and assigned to
Syke’s Regulars Brigade which was
then in Virginia.   It would have been
during this period (early spring 1862)
that Dudley would have acquired his
Colt Model 1862 Police revolver serial
# 10088 with the backstrap engraved
“Capt. D H Chase Co A, 2nd Battalion
17th Inf.”  It is quite possible, and even
likely, that members of Company A
purchased and presented this pistol to
Dudley in recognition and appreciation
for his role in forming as well as commanding Company A of the 17th Army
Regulars.

Capt Chase was wounded by a shell
splinter at Gettysburg and finally gave
up his Commission because of the suffering and disability of the wound in
his side.
I am delighted to add this material
to the collection of the 17th Infantry
Association.
Since I became the Association
historian, we have received several
rather large packages of information
from our members, and I will soon
print acknowledgements for them in
the Bugle.

~ Bruce M. Frazer

hall of heroes
Richard Shea

Citation:
1st Lt. Shea, executive officer,
Company A, distinguished himself
by conspicuous gallantry and indomitable courage above and beyond the
call of duty in action against the enemy. On the night of 6 July, he was
supervising the reinforcement of
defensive positions when the enemy
attacked with great numerical superiority. Voluntarily proceeding to
the area most threatened, he organized and led a counterattack and,
in the bitter fighting which ensued,
closed with and killed 2 hostile soldiers with his trench knife. Calmly
moving among the men, checking
positions, steadying and urging the
troops to hold firm, he fought side
by side with them throughout the
night. Despite heavy losses, the hostile force pressed the assault with determination, and at dawn made an
all-out attempt to overrun friendly
elements. Charging forward to meet
the challenge, 1st Lt. Shea and his
gallant men drove back the hostile
troops. Elements of Company G
joined the defense on the afternoon
of 7 July, having lost key personnel

through casualties. Immediately integrating these troops into his unit,
1st Lt. Shea rallied a group of 20
men and again charged the enemy.
Although wounded in this action, he
refused evacuation and continued to
lead the counterattack. When the assaulting element was pinned down
by heavy machinegun fire, he personally rushed the emplacement and,
firing his carbine and lobbing grenades with deadly accuracy, neutralized the weapon and killed 3 of the
enemy. With forceful leadership and
by his heroic example, 1st Lt. Shea
coordinated and directed a holding
action throughout the night and the
following morning. On 8 July, the
enemy attacked again. Despite additional wounds, he launched a determined counterattack and was last
seen in close hand-to-hand combat
with the enemy. 1st Lt. Shea’s inspirational leadership and unflinching
courage set an illustrious example
of valor to the men of his regiment,
reflecting lasting glory upon himself
and upholding the noble traditions
of the military service.

Richard Shea was born on 3 January, 1927 in Portsmouth, Virginia and
first studied in uniform at Virginia
Tech at the height of World War II. In
1944 Richard enlisted in the Army and
served as a Tech Sergeant in the 53rd
Constabulary Regiment in Nuremberg,
Germany.   After his enlistment was
fulfilled, Richard entered West Point in
1948, graduating in 1952.
He was an All American in track
and said to have been the greatest track
star to attend Virginia Tech or West
Point. Richard was the recipient of
the Army Athletic Association Trophy
presented to the top senior athlete. He
won 16 major intercollegiate middle

distance and cross country championships and set seven indoor and outdoor Academy track records. He ran
his first competitive race at VPI. One
of the West Point Black Knights’ most
celebrated distance runners, Dick Shea
captured Heptagonal and IC4A individual cross country titles in three successive years (1949-51), helping Army to
three straight team “Heps” titles during
that time. The top performer on Army’s
dominant cross country team, Shea led
the Black Knights to a 19-2 record during his West Point career, a mark that
included three straight “shutouts” of
arch-rival Navy. He set seven Academy records in indoor and outdoor track
and field and established a meet record
in the two-mile run at the prestigious
Penn Relays in 1951. His standards
in the indoor mile run (4:10) and twomile run (9:05.8) remained on Army’s
record books for more than a decade.
Since 1952, only eight Army runners
have achieved a better time in the mile,
either indoors or outdoors.   Shea also
qualified for the 1952 Olympic Games
in the 10,000m competition, but turned
down the opportunity to join his classmates in the Korean War.  West Point’s
Shea Stadium is named in honor of
Richard Shea.
He left behind his wife, Joyce
and unborn son.  His Medal of Honor
was presented to his widow at the
parade grounds of Fort Myer, Virginia
by Secretary of the Army Robert
T. Stevens on May 16, 1955. He is
buried at Olive Branch Cemetery in
Portsmouth, Virginia.

Pre wwii photos
1812 - 1941

The 17th Infantry Regiment during the Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902)

17th Infantry soldier: Civil War

A typical 17th Infantry Regiment uniform in
1894

17th Infantry at Ft Sam Houston, TX circa 1911
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wwii Photos
1941 - 1945

Members of the 17th Infantry during the Kwajalein Invasion in 1944
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korean war photos
Pork Chop Hill: July, 1953

1950 - 1953

Thomas Nightingale a Medic
with Able Company 1953
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Wounded Buffalo

17th Infantry Tank Company

Colonel Risden, 17th CO 1952

Typical Infantryman during
the Korean War

SSG Rade: HQs 2-17 Circa 1965

2-17 APC Circa 1964

Lt Guy Daines: 1st BG: 1959-60

cold war Photos

HHC 1-17 HQs

Wounded Buffalo

Bill Beaver: 2-17 1964-65

24

IMPORTANT NOTICE
We will be having all the pavers that have
been purchased after the memorial was
dedicated made and placed at the memorial in the next few months.
To ensure that no one’s paver application
was lost during the transition of Association files after the death of Stu Rothman,
I’m asking you to resubmit a paver form
(found on this page) to Jim Rohr, who’ll
be handling the paver work for the Association. If after receiving your form we
find that we don’t have your information,
Jim will contact you for a copy of your
cancelled check, etc. I apologize in advance for the added hassle of resubmitting these forms, but it is essential that
we get this information to ensure that we
don’t forget anyone who’s paid for a paver, and to make sure that the information
that will be engraved on your paver will be
exactly as you wish.
PLEASE NOTE: IF YOU’RE RESUBMITTING A PAVER FORM, PLEASE SEND
TO:
James Rohr
163 Connecticut Ave
Spartanburg, SC 29302
IF YOU’RE SENDING IN A FORM FOR
THE FIRST TIME, PLEASE SEND YOUR
CHECK AND FORM TO STEVE GOODWIN. STEVE’S MAILING ADDRESS
CAN BE FOUND ON THE FORM.
JULY 31st will be the cut off for new pavers being placed. Any new pavers after
this date will be added in the future when
we have a considerable amount to place.
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NATIONAL INFANTRY MUSEUM
1. Parking lot
2. Infantry Museum
3. World War II Barracks Street
4. Amphitheater
5. River Vignettes
6. Walk of Honor (This is where the 17th
Memorial will be located)
8. Airborne Jump Tower
9. Parade Grounds (All Infantry graduates
will graduate from this field)
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS-JAPAN & KOREA-OLD
Cpl Jim Rohr, M-Co. 17th Infantry Regiment
all the small individual stores, souvenir
shops, bars, food, and girls were.  The
bars and most food service were off
limits, but that really didn’t mean
much to those that knew the ropes and
the quick exits if the MPs showed up.  
There were two girls known to every
GI in Sendai – Crazy Mary and Annie
– who were notorious for their ability
to know which troops were new in
town and to pursue them aggressively.  
Fortunately, most had already been
warned not to fool with these two, but
they did become legends, and all those
that were stationed there during that
time knew of them.

When Don Shook asked me to
write about my initial impressions
of being stationed in Japan and then
going to Korea, I thought he had more
confidence in my memory of events
over 50 years ago than I did.   But it
was an interesting challenge.  I did not
use any reference material, just wrote
it as remembered. If you find your
memories differ, just keep them to
yourself and leave me with mine, good
or bad.  My old brain can only handle
one set of memories.
I arrived in Sendai in July 1948,
assigned to 11th A/B, 188th PIR, Hqs
Co 3rd Bn Camp Schimmelpfinig. The
post wasn’t too bad.   Better than the
old WW2 Barracks at Ft Ord, where I
took basic.
When I finally got a pass to go to
town in Sendai it was quite a shock to
see a culture, of which I knew little, up
close and personal.  
Sendai was bombed out during the
war and was still in the early phases of
being rebuilt.  The tallest building was
a department store, which was about 4
or 5 stories tall.   In the center of the
town was the rail station (known as
the RTO), and all the streets seemed to
branch out from that point.  The main
street was Ginza where all the GIs
congregated because that was where

Sendai was no Tokyo, but it did
have some very nice areas and was
close to some nice beaches and resort
areas.  For a short time I was attached
to the   MP Co and got to get around
the city and surrounding areas.   The
outskirts of Sendai had some beautiful
gardens, temples and homes, most of
which were not seen by the regular
troops.  In the mountains were several
hot spring resorts, some still painted in
the camouflage colors from war time.
They still looked and were operated as
they were a hundred years ago.  

again.   We boarded trains and were
sent to Kokura and then to Mt Fuji
to reorganize and fill our manpower
needs.  Little did we know that we were
about to become a real United Nations
force.   We had two or three GI’s and
five or six Korean conscripts to each
heavy weapons section.  It was a very
interesting learning curve for all.
In Pusan Harbor, we sat on a ship,
the General Black, for almost a month
before we pushed up the West coast to
land at Inchon.   We went ashore and
started   marching east toward Yong  
Dung Po. I can’t remember the time of
day, but it was not fully light.  I noticed
the men in front started to walk towards
the far side of the road.  That is when
I saw my first dead North Korean. He
was laying in the road and had been
there for some time and the odor was
unforgettable.  A few days later I saw
five KIA’s that where from the 17th
and, regrettably, I knew one of them.  

We set up a road block, where I know
not, with the 75 RR that none of us had
fired. It was even worse for me because
I had transferred from Service Co to M
Co and, just because I was a Corporal,
they made me a gunner.  A few days
In February of 1949, we were all later, our Plt Ldr, 2nd Lt Howard “Bo”
brought into the post theater to be told Callaway, later to become the Secretary
that the 11th was returning to the ZI of the Army, volunteered two of us to
and that our replacements would be the accompany him on a one jeep patrol to
7th Div., then stationed in Korea. We tie up with the 1st Cav somewhere to
had a choice of returning with the 11th our East.  It was at night and scary as
or staying and  transferring to the 7th.   hell going through those unlit villages
I elected to stay and was transferred to expecting an ambush at every turn in
Hq Co 2nd Bn, 17th Inf.   From then the road.   About four o’clock in the
until the Korean war  broke out was a morning, we finally found the 1st Cav
very enjoyable time.  Sendai was grow- unit we had been looking for.  
ing up fast.  Streets were being paved,
A couple of weeks later, we were
new buildings were going up all over
the town.  Weekend trips to the resort hauled back to Pusan, put on LST’s,
area of Matsushima Bay were wild and and taken up the East coast to land at
Iwon.   Little did we know that, in a
every one was having a great time.  
couple of months, we would once again
When the Korean War started, we be on ships heading back to Pusan to go
were put on alert and started packing.   over the same territory where we had
We put all of our class A uniforms and started.  War is Hell!
personal items in our foot lockers to be
shipped to some warehouse in Tokyo.  
Truth & Courage
We were told that we would retrieve
them upon our return from Korea.  To
Jim Rohr
my knowledge they where never seen
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17TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION REUNION
August 27th - 30th, 2008

Tacoma and Ft Lewis, Washington
NAME
SPOUSE OR GUEST

DAYTIME PHONE

NAME(S) FOR NAME TAGS
Note: This is separate from the Hotel Registration and MUST BE SENT TO The Reunion Host at the address below.
Member Status: Life___
Annual___
WW-II___
Korea___
Other___
Note: If you are an annual member, dues for the year 2008 should be paid by this
time. If they are not, please enclose a separate check for $17.00.
I (WE) PLAN TO ARRIVE IN Tacoma, Washington on:(date) ___________________
Thursday, August 28th, 2008:
Bus trip to the LeMay American Automobile Museum, Bus trip to Ft Lewis, Ft Lewis Museum Tour,
Memorial Service at Ft Lewis Chapel, Lunch at 1-17 Dining facility, 1-17 Battalion area tour, Group
photograph (Weather Permitting), Bus trip back to Hotel.
_____ People @ $40.00 = $____________
Friday, August 29th, 2008:
Bus trip to Ft Lewis for 1-17 Infantry activities and demonstrations. Lunches will be MREs "Meals
Ready to Eat", the modern day soldier's C-Rations. Bus trip back to the hotel. Note: To fire live weapons, attendees must be at least 18 years of age.
_____ People @ $40.00 = $____________
Friday, August 29th, 2008: (Alternative activity)
Tacoma Museum of Glass. Hotel shuttle will take attendees to The Tacoma Sound Transit Light Rail
(Free rail service to downtown Tacoma to include the Museum) _____ People @ $15.00 = $____________
A possible trip to the Emerald Queen Casino for the ladies on Saturday
Saturday, August 30th, 2008:
morning/afternoon during the Association Member and Board Meetings
17th Infantry Reunion Banquet
(approximately 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM) will be scheduled if we get more
A. Alder Smoked Salmon
than 25 ladies to attend.
B. Prime Rib w/ Au Jus and Horseradish $15.00 per person
C. Chicken Dijon
Please Indicate Choice(s) _____ 1st Person
_____ 2nd Person
_____ People @ $30.00 = $____________

$20.00 Reunion Fee (per person): Includes hospitality Room Fees (Includes all alcoholic and nonalcoholic beverages, snacks, etc. for duration of reunion) Personalized Name Tag, lanyard, and other
misc reunion items such as chance for free room, etc. This is a MANDATORY CHARGE PER
PERSON (18 years and older))
_____ People @ -$20.00 = $___________
Make Checks Payable to: The 17th Infantry Association
Please send forms and fees to Steve Goodwin
no later than August 14th, 2008
Steve Goodwin
3916 Forest Avenue
Western Springs, IL 60558

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE = $____________

airborne buffalo

and a headquarters section (commo,
NBC, supply, training).

I commanded Charlie
Company (Airborne), 1st Battalion,
17th Infantry from April 1988 to February 1989, at FT Richardson, AK. At
that time, the Army was converting
from the 172nd Infantry Brigade (2 Infantry Battalions at FT Richardson and
one at FT Wainwright) to the 6th Infantry Division (Light), headquartered
at FT. Richardson (one brigade with 2
battalions was at FT Richardson and
one was at FT Wainwright with the
3rd Brigade being a round-out from
the National Guard).
When I arrived in Alaska in August of 1986, the conversion to the
6th Infantry Division had just started.
The 172nd Brigade had been reflagged
as the 1st Brigade and it had 3 battalions. The 4th and 5th Battalions of the
327th Infantry were at FT. Richardson,
and the 6th Battalion, 327th was at FT
Wainwright.  
On 16 November 1986, the 4th and
5th Battalions, 327th Infantry were reflagged as the 1st and 2nd Battalions,
17th Infantry, and assigned to the 1st
Brigade, 6th Infantry Division (Light).
The 6th Battalion, 327th Infantry was

later reflagged as 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, and assigned to the 2nd Brigade,
6th Infantry Division (Light).
The 1st and 2nd Battalions, 17th
Infantry carried the normal Light Infantry TO&E of the day except for one
major item:  the Charlie Companies of
each Battalion were Airborne Companies!   “Charlie Airborne” had always
been assigned to the infantry battalions
in Alaska.   Additionally, parts of the
Battalion and Brigade staffs and headquarters companies (medics, etc.), and
the Fire Support Element from the artillery battalion, were also airborne to
provide command and control and support to the Airborne Companies.
The 1st Company Commander of
C Company (Airborne), 1st Battalion,
17th Infantry was Captain Michael E.
Culpepper.  I took command from him
in April 1988.
When I took command, my company consisted of three rifle platoons
(each with three squads and two M-60
Machineguns), a mortar section (two
60mm mortars) and an anti-tank section (six M-67 90mm Recoilless rifles)

Except for the major fact that we
were the only airborne company in the
battalion, our training was normal for
an airborne company in the 1980s. We
spent a lot of time training on jumping
into a drop zone, establishing and securing an airhead so that the remainder
of the battalion could airland behind
us.  The company spent many long and
cold hours securing blocking positions
while we waited for the rest of the battalion to land (we had no problem getting the soldiers to patrol between positions; moving meant warmth). During
winter months, we jumped with very
large loads; we had a lot of items for
warmth (the Army Type 2 sleeping bag
kept you warm, but it took up half of
your ruck-sack), and combined with
NVGs, ammo, common equipment, we
always jumped large loads in winter.  
Additionally, we always jumped snowshoes attached to our M1950 weapons
case for mobility.
We received some major equipment
during my command.   We converted
from M16A1 to M16A2 rifles, and we
turned in the old reliable M1911 .45
pistols for M9 9mm pistols. Our mortar section was issued Mortar Ballistic
Computers (the first handheld computers for the mortars; up until that time it
had been the old plotting board). Two
major items swaps caused great concerns in the company; there were the
M-67 90mm recoilless rifles and our
Korean War era parkas.
The men of the anti-tank section
were a very proud group.  Every time
we jumped, we pushed door bundles
that contained the 90’s. The AT soldiers would find their bundles and pick
up their 38 pound weapons and move
out.  These soldiers each got one round
a year to fire! They were extremely
proud to carry the 90’s, but the army
determined that we needed the M-47

commander. The 6th Infantry Division (Light) had a worldwide no-notice
deployment mission, and the company
was the only one deployed in the first
ever fly away Emergency Deployment
Readiness Exercise (EDRE) (there had
been EDREs before, but no one ever
left the post). During the EDRE, the
company flew to King Salmon Forward
Operating Base, AK and jumped in,
seized a critical site and then defended
it.  The company also took part in an
out of state EDRE when the Charlie
Companies from both 1st and 2nd Battalions deployed to Yakima, WS where
they jumped in and conducted operations.
Every two years, the Army in Alaska conducted an exercise called Brim
Frost. In 1989, both Charlie Companies
were combined under 1-17 to conduct
Dragon Antitank system. Once we operations.  The weather was horrible:  
had turned in the 90s and had drawn -48° with lots of fog. For three or four
the Dragons, we started training on days, the companies would move to Elhow to jump with the Dragons. Luck- mendorf AFB, put on parachutes, and
ily, many of our NCOs (and me) had then the jump was cancelled.  We’d go
served in the 82nd Airborne Division back to the barracks and try again.  Caand were familiar with the procedures.   nadian Airborne Forces were particiWe trained the leaders and soldiers on pating in the exercise, and one of their
how to rig the equipment for jumping, C-130s crashed at FT Greely, killing
trained them on jumping, and then con- eight or nine soldiers and airmen.  The
ducted operations.  The AT Section did airborne portion of the exercise was
a great job converting, but it was not then cancelled.
the same as the old 90s!
Every summer, the company
When I took command, each sol- traveled by train to a glacier south of
dier had the old Korean War era Arctic FT Richardson, where it conducted
Parka with the hoods with the fur.  The five days of training on a glacier. The
soldiers loved them – they kept them company always looked forward to
warm. During my command, we were this training because it was extremely
issued the ECWCS system, which con- fun, the men were away from “the flag
sisted of a Gortex Parka, and a fleece pole” and at night, they could “camp”
lining (the soldiers called it the bear instead of being in our usual tactical
suit). If you put on the “bear suit” and scenario.  My favorite memory of this
the Gortex, you were warm, but if you training was an event called “Follow
walked 10 feet, you started to sweat.  If the First Sergeant.”   The men were
you just wore the “bear suit” you got all assigned to a three man team, and
wet, and the Gortex did not keep you all members were roped together for
warm enough.  The soldiers begged for safety.  At the end of the training cycle,
their old parkas, but ECWCS was here the First Sergeant would lead his three
to stay.
man team (I was at the other end of the
rope with one of the company RadioThe company took part in some Telephone operators in the middle…
interesting training while I was the poor soldier) with all of the other teams
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following us.  The First Sergeant would
find the most difficult routes to follow,
but all had a fun time.
All good things must come to an
end, so in 1989, the Army decided to
combine all of the Charlie Companies
to form and Airborne Battalion, the 1st
Battalion (Airborne), 501st Infantry. It
was decided to use the 2nd Battalion,
17th Infantry as the base for the new
Airborne Battalion.  It would keep its
Charlie Company as it was, its Alpha
and Headquarters Companies would
convert to Airborne, and Charlie, 117 would move to 2-17 and become B
Company (Airborne), 2nd Battalion,
17th Infantry until the battalion
reflagged as the 501st. In February
1989, CPT Marc Williams (B/2-17)
and I swapped guideons, and the era of
“Charlie Airborne” in Alaska ended.
I gave up command in the fall of
1989, but I only have great memories
of my time as the last of the “Charlie
Airborne” commanders.   I had great
officers, NCOs and soldiers that really
made my job easy.  We did great training,
and for the most part the soldiers were
not discipline problems at all.   It was
an easy company to command.  One of
the main reasons for this was the First
Sergeant, the only “Charlie Airborne”
First Sergeant in 1-17, CSM Mark
Parsley.   Mark was the First Sergeant
when the company reflagged, and was
there when in become B/2-17 and B/1501.  He was a great 1st for all of his
commanders and just a great asset for
the Army.  I think of him often.

“All the Way Sir!”
“Airborne!”
Jeffrey “Benny” Gudmens

Oif Buffalo is awarded the Distinguished Service Cross
SGT. Gregory Williams

During a mounted night patrol on
30 October 2006, in Baghdad’s Huriyah
neighborhood, Sgt. Williams’ Stryker
was struck by shaped charges that sent a
stream of molten fire through the hull of
the vehicle.
“It was like someone took a can
opener and peeled it (the Stryker) open,”
Sgt. Williams said.
As the Stryker and its occupants
caught fire, enemy forces unleashed an
ambush of rocket-propelled grenades and
AK-47 rounds. While the vehicle was
still in motion, the Soldiers dismounted
from the back ramp, found cover and
returned fire.

A 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry soldier
who saved the life of his platoon leader
was awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross on 12 December 2007 at Fort
Wainwright for his actions during an
ambush in Iraq.
Sgt. Gregory Williams received the
Army’s second-highest award for valor
from Army Chief of Staff Gen. George
W. Casey Jr. for what he did in a gun battle that ensued after an improvised explosives device stopped his Stryker last
year in Baghdad.
Although injured himself, Sgt. Williams
pulled his lieutenant from a smoldering
Stryker, provided suppressive fire with
a 50-caliber weapon and enabled first
aid to be given to Soldiers burned by
the IED blast. He was a squad leader
in Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry
Regiment.
“When I want to talk about the quality
of the force, I talk about Sgt. Williams,”
said Gen. Casey. “(Soldiers like Sgt.
Williams) are the heart and soul of the
Army.”

Sgt. Williams, a Valley Spring,
California native, was unconscious for a
few seconds after the blast, recovered and
put the flames out on himself and other
Soldiers around him before grabbing a
first aid bag to treat his comrades.
But Sgt. Williams realized that
the Soldiers were in greater need of
suppressive fire, so he expended 120
rounds - four magazines - of ammunition
from his M4 carbine upon the enemy.
After helping provide suppressive
fire, he saw his platoon leader, 1st. Lt.
Aaron Willard, from York Springs,
Pennsylvania, inside the smoldering
Stryker. Lt. Willard’s legs were burned
and lacerated from shrapnel, and he had
just finished his third magazine engaging
the enemy when he began to pass out
from blood loss.
“My ears started ringing and I started
to see a white light in front of my eyes,”
Lt. Willard said. “Sgt. Williams grabbed
me and threw me towards the back of the
vehicle.”
Lt. Willard then remembered waking
up on the ramp and the medic treating his
wounds.
Specialist Matthew Driscoll, a
gunner in HHC 1-17, was one of the
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Soldiers trapped by enemy fire and
recalls how Sgt. Williams established
fire superiority.
“We didn’t have any cover because
we were taking fire from our 12 o’clock,”
Specialist Driscoll said. “So Sgt. Williams
jumped into the (.50-caliber M2 machine
gun) spot and started unloading.”
A rifle round went past Sgt. Williams’
head and hit the hatch before he expended
100 rounds into the enemy’s position.
He paused for a moment before two
more rounds hit the hatch. Sgt. Williams
then fired another 200 rounds before
the weapon jammed and B Company,
1st Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment,
172nd SBCT arrived to provide security.  
The heavy fire forced the attackers to
take cover and eventually flee, allowing
the members of his platoon to get out of
harm’s way.
“That (Sgt. Williams’ suppressive
fire) was the turning point of the
firefight,” Lt. Willard said. “If no one got
on the 50 cal., there would’ve been more
casualties.”
When the medic pulled Sgt.
Williams down to assess his injuries,
Sgt. Williams found that he couldn’t hear
and everything felt like it was spinning.
He had minor burns and two punctured
eardrums that needed surgery.
Willard, who is now a captain in
the Warrior Transition Unit, a unit
that oversees the health and welfare of
Soldiers receiving medical care, credits
Sgt. Williams as the person who, in the
heat of the moment, “recognized when
to get on the 50 cal. and start shooting.”
“I think it was a great honor to receive
this award, I’m very proud to receive it,”
Sgt. Williams said. “But I was just doing
my job and what I was trained to do.”
Sgt. Williams believes that everyone
in his squad would have done the same
~ continued on page 38

3rd & 4th BN Lightfighters

3-17 Soldiers in Korea during Team Spirit 1987

3-17 Soldiers during Operation Just Cause

Rockin’ The 80’s

SGT Jones of B 4-17 with captured
AK-47s 1990

C 4-17 soldiers circa 1985

Caption: B 2-17 soldiers prepare for CALFEX III. Sept 1987

1st & 2nd BN Arctic Light
Members of 1-17 during Brim Frost 1987

1-17 as MFO in the Sinai Peninsula: 1990

a 2-17 Soldier cleans his rifle

A Thai and 1-17 Soldier train together.

Leyte, Philippine Islands
22 October, 1944

The 17th United States Infantry,
minus the 3rd Battalion, was formed
into a strike force by the addition of
the 767th Tank Battalion, the 2nd
Battalion of the 184th Infantry, and
Company “A”, 7th Medical Battalion, 91st Chemical Mortar Company,
a platoon of the 13th Engineers and
the 48th Field Artillery. All were under the command of Lt. Col. Francis T.
Pachler, 17th Infantry.  
The 767th Armor spearheaded
the drive west on the Dulag-Buraven
road.  The 1st Battalion 17th Infantry
deployed two hundred yards south of
the road and the 2nd Battalion 17th Infantry took the north side of the road.  
The infantry soldiers found the day
very difficult. The heat was oppressive; the cogon grass so high that the
men almost smothered in its growth.  
October 23rd found the 17th at the
edge of San Pablo Airfield No. 1. The
next day, the tanks held back, to wait
for the town of Buraven to be cleaned
out by the 17th Infantry.  At midday,
the tanks patrolled north of Buraven
and hit a mine field 600 yards out. By
1500 hrs, the 13th Engineers had removed the mines while under cover of
the infantry.   See Note No. 1  
The following is Warren Hughes’,
(Commander of Company “E” 17th
Infantry) narrative of the events at San
Pablo Airfield No. 1:
That afternoon at 1500 hrs, my
company was ordered off the road to
the right to capture the airfield. So,
off into the dense growth we plunged,
advancing without incident some 500
yards, when lo and behold, there it was.  
We were fortunate to have hit the near
end of the strip and after reorganization, started up the airstrip, cautiously
sneaking by the silent, abandoned defenses.  That night, we defended the air
strip we had captured without a shot.  

and Lt. Copeland lying in the road behind it with the top of his head neatly
taken off by bullets from a machine
gun.  The machine gun was about 300
yards to the front and still spraying the
road.   Copeland, whom we thought
was dead, as S-2, had some important
papers on his person, and in getting
About midnight firing broke out them, discovered that his heart was still
about the center of the line in the 3rd beating.  He died, however, in about 5
platoon area. Two Japs crawled across minutes.  We took his body back with
the open flat of the landing strip and us.  Tanks were brought up and blasted
jumped two of my men in their holes.   away at the shack, which housed the
Frankino, one of the men, picked up gun, blowing it to splinters with their
his trench knife beside the hole and 75’s.   Lt. Smiley, observer for the 81
stabbed one of the Japs about 10 times. MM mortars was up there looking for
Palmera, the other man, managed to a target and started pumping away with
wrestle the second Jap’s rifle away his carbine at a ditch beside the road.  I
from him and stab him with his own joined him and was just in time to fire a
bayonet.  See note No. 2  
few rounds myself into a Jap who had
been Doggo, but now was squirming in
After the mines were cleared, the the ditch.  See Note No. 2.  
infantry moved out two hundred yards
on the road.  Leading elements of the
This short story covers about four
battalion began receiving rifle and ma- days on Leyte, Philippine Islands, in
chine gun fire, and a platoon from “E” October of 1944. The landings had
Company had four men killed and four been accomplished, and the move to
wounded.   The wounded were pulled cut the island in half was under way.  
out and Col. Pachler gave orders to esNote No. 1 -- History of the 7th Intablish night defensive positions.  See
Note No. 1.  
fantry Division in World War II By Edmond G. Love, Infantry Journal Press.
At 1500 hrs, 24th October, it was Washington, D.C. 1950 From materiannounced that the regiment would als in the holdings of the 17th Infantry
push on for another mile for a place to Assn.
stop for the night. My Company (“E”)
Note No. 2 -- World War II in the
was in the advance guard formation for
the regiment.   Lt. Copeland, being S- Pacific. 17th Infantry Regiment, 7th
2, was sent ahead in a jeep to choose U.S. Army Division, April 1943-Auan area.   We started up the road and gust 1945. At Attu, Kiska, Kwajelein,
had traveled about 800 yards when Leyte, Okinawa, By Capt. Warren J.
firing and explosions broke out at the Hughes
head of the column. I rushed up to find
out what had happened and found out Both publications are from a copy in
that two of my men had been killed
the collection of Bruce M. Frazer
by an explosion which we presumed
had been manually detonated mines.  
Only the legs and hips remained of
one of the men.   In the center of the
road sat Lt. Copeland’s jeep, with its
motor still running, the driver missing,
We were extended about 600 yards and
that is just too much for one company
to defend.  That night we had a double
hole every 10 yards in one thin line and
everybody in it. Just after dark a 4.2
mortar shell landed short and killed one
man in the C.P. and injured twenty.  

letters to the association
Hi Donald,
Just a short note to say thanks for calling me and it was nice talking to you. I’m sending you a
picture of my Grandson, Mike Chabala. He is only 24 years old and finished college in the state of
Washington with a degree in three and a half years.  He plays for the Major League Soccer Team,
Houston Dynamos. The Dynamos finished in first place in 2006 and 2007. Ironically, his jersey
number is “17”
John Chabala
F Company, 17th Infantry
January 1952 to January 1953
Donald:
Could this be put in the next edition of the Buffalo Bugle? I just received the Nov-Dec edition, it’s great. Keep up the good
work.
Charlie Koppelman (Life Member)
17th Med Company: 1956-1957

HONOR A U.S. ARMY VETERAN
WITH A FREEDOM TEAM SALUTE COMMENDATION
Army HONORABLY DISCHARGED Veterans may be recognized.
The goal of the U.S. Army Freedom Team Salute is to individually recognize and honor all U.S. Army Veterans. Full support
and involvement of the American public is vital to accomplish this goal.
By sending me by e-mail Charleskoppelman@yahoo.com or by regular mail to the address below. Your information is only
one way to honor someone with a Freedom Team Salute Commendation. also
Sponsored by the Secretary of the Army and Army Chief of Staff, Freedom Team Salute encourages all Americans to honor
all U.S. Army Veterans through a simple commendation process. Commendation packet is mailed at no cost to you. Each
commendation packet is an expression of gratitude from the U.S. Army to its Veterans, no matter where or when they
served.
FREEDOM TEAM SALUTE ARMY HONOREES RECEIVE:
1) A letter of thanks signed by both the Secretary of the Army and Army Chief of Staff.
2) An official U.S. Army Insignia Lapel Pin.
3) A Certificate of Appreciation signed by both the Secretary of the Army and Army Chief of Staff.
4) A U.S. Army Decal.
=============================================================Please print clearly
Army Veterans/Recipient Information
Salutation: Mr.__ Mrs. __ Ms.__ Dr.__
Rank__________________________
First Name___________________________ Middle initial _________________
Last Name ___________________________________________________________
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________
City___________________________________ State_______ Zip __________
Send information to:
Charles Koppelman
U.S. Army Ambassador (534)
6 Yarmouth Drive.
Monroe Township, NJ 08831-4742
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Richard Shea

Richard Shea and his wife, Joyce. circa 1952

Association Members would like to
help out with donations that would
be used to construct the Display Case
that will cost approximately $500 to
build, please contact Leo with the
contact information below.

Association Life Member, Leo
Ruffing has embarked on a project to
honor Medal Of Honor winner, Richard Shea, and he’s looking for help
from Association Members.   Leo is
the National Chaplain for the Korean
War Veterans Association and will
be coordinating the placement of a
display case in the High School that
Richard Shea attended (Churchland
High School in Portsmouth, VA). The
Display Case will be dedicated during the Korean War Veterans Association Convention which will be held in
Norfolk, Virginia from October 2226, 2008.

Leo G. Ruffing
1-757-484-8299
lruffing1@cox.net
Donations should be payable to:
Treasurer Chapter 191 KWVA

fallen
comrades

and sent to:
Treasurer
Korean War Veterans Association
3500 Doerr Road
Portsmouth, VA 23703
Please remember to mark on the
check “Richard Shea memorial”
I commend Leo for his efforts on
this project that honors not only
a 17th Infantry Veteran, but a National Hero.

Sidney E Elder of Freeport, PA
Passed Away on 14 July 2007
Life Member
Korean War
Joseph M Hillman of Newburgh, NY
Passed Away on 19 November 2005
Life Member
Medical Company
Korean War: March 1953 to April 1954

Leo would like to personally invite any Association members that
live in the area to attend the dedication.  Please contact Leo for detailed
information on this event if interested.

William Pitt of Mobile, AL
Passed away on 15 February, 2008
Life Member
Heavy Mortar Company
Korean War: 1951-1952

Leo has already received
contributions of historic items for
the display case from Douglas Bell,
Donald Shook, and LTC Jon Neumann,
Commander 1-17 Infantry.   If other

Dwayne Carlson of Willows, CA
Passed away on 5 July 2007
Life Member
Korean War

active duty photos
1-17 Training in Yakama

LTC Neumann speaks to 1-17 during the

A 1-17 Squad Leader directs fire

“Yalu River Day” in Nov 07

1-17 Snipers in Overwatch
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~ continued on page 31

thing that day, and credits them as heroes
in their own right.
Sgt. Williams is currently serving
with HHC, 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry
Regiment at Ft Wainwright, Alaska.
Official Citation
The President of the United States
Takes Pleasure in Presenting
The Distinguished Service Cross
To
Gregory D. Williams, Jr.
Sergeant, U.S. Army
For Services as Set Forth in the Following
Citation:
For extraordinary heroism in action while
serving with Mortar Platoon, 1st Battalion,
17th Infantry Regiment, 1st Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division,
Multi-National
Corps-Iraq.
Sergeant
Williams distinguished himself as a
Squad Leader on 30 October 2006, while
engaged in combat operations against
armed insurgents in Baghdad, Iraq, during
Operation IRAQI FREEDOM. While his
platoon was patrolling Baghdad’s Huriyah
neighborhood, they were ambushed with
an array of explosively formed projectiles,
small arms fire, and rocket propelled
grenades. After being burned, wounded,
and knocked temporarily unconscious,
Sergeant Williams began to engage the
enemy with his M4 carbine. Under heavy
enemy fire, he recovered his immobilized
platoon leader from the smoldering Stryker
vehicle, then returned to the vehicle to man
the .50-caliber M2 machinegun despite the
threat of exploding ordnance and enemy
fire. By establishing fire superiority
against the enemy, Sergeant Williams
freed other Soldiers who had been pinned,
which allowed them to administer first aid
to his wounded and burned comrades.
Sergeant Williams’ valorous actions and
bravery, which saved his platoon leader’s
life and forced the enemy to flee, are in
keeping with the finest traditions of the
military service, reflecting great credit
upon himself, his command, and the
United States Army.

oif pictures

Stryker Security

Sgt. Robert Johnson calls in his position
during a patrol in Badoush, Iraq.

1-17 soldiers provide security in
Mosul, Iraq in April, 2006.
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arctic b

I got assigned to Alaska in August
1986 and was on the 6th ID staff. After
about nine months of that, I was anxious to get to a line unit.  The Brigade
Commander, COL Thomas Needham,
offered me a slot as the S-1 of 2-17 IN
and I jumped at the opportunity.  LTC
Bob Brehm was the Battalion Commander, MAJ Steve Helmerson the
XO, and CSM George Conrad was the
BN CSM. Rifle company commanders were Mitch Toryanski, Ken Bishop, and Ivan Welch.  We were training
intensively and in the spring of 1987,
we got hit with a fly-away EDRE to
FT Lewis, Washington.  We loaded out
in 16 hours and once in the field, proceeded to pound the 9th ID guys into
submission. The battalion finished all
the I Corps objectives 72 hours early,
so the BC put us up in some barracks
and let the troops play tourist until we
flew back home.
By February 1988, the company
commanders had changed over to
Mike Vogl at Apache Company, me
at Blackfoot Company, and Tommy
Hodges at Charlie Airborne.   The
units literally lived in the field, except
for the summer.   Blackfoot became a
COHORT company and we received
an entire load of privates fresh from
Benning.  Their training included lots
of road marching, ski marching, snowshoe marching, live fire exercises,
glacier training, mountaineering, and
battle drills.  1SG Fred Shelton made
my life easy.
Benny already gave a good description of the field gear we carried and I

have to agree with him concerning the
ECWCS gear.   The old Korea parkas
were big and baggy.  You put them on
over your wool uniform and LCE, and
it kept your water and compasses from
freezing.  With everything outside the
new Gore-Tex gear, our water froze
quickly and it caused serious dehydration and cold weather injuries in the
March 1989 EXEVAL. The older parkas also had an oversized hood that you
wrapped around your head and tubed
up the front to expose as little skin as
possible.   Unlike the synthetic hoods,
these worked.
I also have to corroborate what
Benny said about Brim Frost 1989. I
lived in Alaska for 20 years, and 1989
was the worst. The Division HQ was
at Tanana Flats with ambient temperatures dipping down to -80°. I had taken Blackfoot along with the battalion
mortars and TOWs to Whittier where
it was a balmy -35°, but we had sustained winds at 40 mph with gusts to 70
mph.  That pushes the wind chill factor
to around -100°. The rest of the battalion was on Kodiak Island enjoying 40°
weather, but constant icy rain and ankle
deep mud.  My home in Wasilla saw 50° for about six weeks that winter.

We wore several different types
of boots.   We had the regular combat
boot, but for moderate cold weather we
were issued the mountain boot.   For
extreme cold weather we were issued
the all white bunny boot made by Bata.  
I thought they looked goofy, but when
I saw civilians using them I knew they
worked.   The mountain boots were
very stiff and uncomfortable until you
got them broken in.   Some soldiers
purchased the Herman Survivors, but
most bought the Danner Go Devil.
Comfortable and warm, with an
insulating liner and Vibram midsoles,
it is outstanding for winter field work.
I still have a pair though I don’t need
them as much in Kansas. Our field
uniforms were the Korea era cottonduck field-pants and a heavy wool shirt
that itched something fierce but kept
you warm.   We also used lightweight
long johns when not moving around too
much.   The ECWCS system changed
all that.
Most of the Buffalo field exercises
were conducted at Fort Greely.  It was
far enough away to justify a C-130
mission, but close enough to not spend
hours in the air.  Also it was extremely
rugged and provided an excellent train-

2-17 Commanders

Benny Gudmens wrote a great article about the Charlie airborne experience in Alaska, so, being a big mouth,
I have to add my two cents.

buffalos
ing environment:   too hot, too cold,
too wet, and too dry depending on the
time of year.  Alaska veterans will get
the shudders thinking of Windy Ridge,
Molybdenum Range, Gunnysack
Mountain, Hill 2020, and Jarvis Creek.
However, all this served to toughen our
Buffalos into Arctic hard infantrymen
who could operate anywhere.   When
you can qualify on a range at -40° and
no one is bitching, you’ve arrived.

Blackfoot marched a lot with full
winter rucks, and it paid off when we
went to JRTC in the December 1988.
We left Alaska in thigh deep snow and
arrived in Arkansas to 40° and sunshine.   It was like a tropical vacation.  
We took along the battalion TOWs,
scouts, and mortars as well as C/6 Engineers.  We were used as OPFOR, and
with no rucks to carry or mountains to
climb, the boys literally ran through
the Arkansas woods and small hills and
beat the 7th ID BLUEFOR guys like a
rented mule.  We even got kudos from
the I Corps commander during some
breaching operations we were training
to conduct later that night.  I couldn’t
have been prouder to be a Blackfoot in
the 17th Regiment.

PFC Young, B 2-17 Infantry 1987

After Benny and I swapped companies, I commanded C/1-17 IN until
June 1989. CPT Rick Townes took
over the company and eventually deployed them to the Sinai in 1990 as the
Multinational Force Observers.   But
someone else will have to tell that story.

“Buffalo!”
James “Marc” Williams

SGT Mark Gibson checks his map in 1987. SGT Gibson was killed in the
disaster at Green Ramp, 24 March 1994

new members

Upgraded to Life:

John G Bliss Jr.
H F and HQs Company, 1945-46

Marco A Martinez
HHC 1-17, 1983-1984

James Gilmore
HQs Company, 1-17, 1955-1957

Richard J Safar
A 1-17 (Camp Casey, ROK) 198586

Richard E Cushman
Heavy Mortar Company, 1951-1953

Glen D Fergason (LTC USAF RET)
E Company, 1951-1952

Brian Duncan
4-17 Scouts, 1984-1988

Stephen W Gardner (COL USA
RET)
4-17 Commander, 1991-1993

David M Koch (COL USA RET)
3-17 Commander, 1989-1991

New Life Members:
Adrian Vrolyks
A & C 4-17, 1989-1993
John Allen Bloess
Service Company, 1951-1952

Rich Pileggi
HHC 4-17, 1984-1988

Leland Tompkins
B and HHC 1-17, 1984-1985

Lucion Perry
3rd BN Heavy Weapons, 1951-1952

Marion C Baggett
B Company 1-17 (Camp Howse)
1974-1975

Louis Martin
4-17 Scouts, 1984-1988

David A Pillow Jr.
HHC 1-17 Mortars, 1996-1999
Lon G. Kindler
HHC 1-17, Currently Serving

New Annual Members:
Marco Pensiero
HQs Company, 1st BN, 1952-1953

Michael Ertel
3-17, 1990-1993
CPT John L Hallett
HHC 1-17, Currently Serving

Anthony Yarbrough
B 4-17, 1984-1988

Robert B Zarse
17th Inf Tank Company, 1957-1958

William H Duncan MD
A and D Company, 1953-1955

Louis Guillaud
HHC 4-17, 1984-1988

David R Wilcox
Able Company, March to December
1953

Stephen C. Evans
HQs 1-17 Support Platoon 19691970

Colonel Glenn Crowther
C 4-17 XO, 1985-1986

Joseph W Fonteneou
Love Company, 1953-1954

Bob Zarse: 17th Infantry Tank
Company: 1957-58

Mark Taylor
A 1-17 PL and XO, 1977-1978
James NE Williams
HQs 1st BN, E and F Company,
1952-1953

Colonel Steve Gardner served as the
4th Bn CO from 1991-93

Rob Mullins
B & 4-17 Scouts. 1984-1988
Alan Morrow
4-17 Scouts, 1987-1990
Albert Karauski
B & 4-17 Scouts, 1984-1988
Dan Parrot
D-17 LRRP (In Germany) 19661968

Leland Tompkins served with B and
HHC 1-17 in Korea 1984-85

