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18th Medal of Honor Awarded to Korean War 17th Infantry Soldier

Maui native Anthony T. Kahoohanohano was a Infantryman with H Company, 17th Infantry and a new recipient of the United
States military’s highest decoration, the Medal of Honor, for his actions in the Korean War. Anthony was posthumously
awarded The DSC in 1952, which was updated to the MOH in late 2009. Story on page 28

A 1-17 Soldiers

Don McMillan served in H

Company of the 17th Regiment as
the machine gun platoon leader,
recon officer and for a short time
as H Company Commanding Officer between August 1952 and
April 1953.

serving in Afghanistan prepare
to leave Forward Operating
Base Frontenac, Afghanistan,
to provide medical care and
distribute suppliers to villagers
in the Shah Wali Kot district.
Nov. 15, 2009.

Vol 18, Number 3
PRESIDENT
Bruce Frazer
2929 Westminster, Dallas, Texas 75205
Phone: (214) 369-9689 E-Mail: Frazerbruce@aol.com
VICE PRESIDENT
Robert J. Connelly
19701 Sterling Drive, Miami, Florida 33157
Phone: (786) 457-6099 E-Mail: robertconnelly@mac.com
TREASURER AND SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN
Steve Goodwin
3916 Forest Avenue, Western Springs, IL 60558
Phone: (708) 784-9104 E-Mail: scout417@hotmail.com
SECRETARY
Stuart Namm
101 Marshview Rd. Hampstead, NC 28443-2350
Phone: (910) 270-1405 E-Mail: retjudges1@legaleagleproductions.com
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD & DMOR CHAIRMAN
Timothy Green (CSM USA RET)
1009 Manor Road, New Kensington, PA 15068
E-Mail: csmgreen@gmail.com
CHAPLAIN
John Strube
65 St. John Circle, Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: (717) 627-2257 E-Mail: JlStrube@ptd.net
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER
Robert Petzold
5200 SW 25th Blvd, Gainesville, FL 32608
Phone: (352) 548-4906 E-Mail: easy17@gator.net
QUARTERMASTER
David de la Sierra
“See Board of Directors and or Merchandise Form”
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
Ronald Miller
4503 Christy Drive, Granbury, TX 76049
Phone: (817) 736-7000 E-Mail: millerdog70@hotmail.com
BUFFALO BUGLE EDITOR / WEB MASTER
Donald E Shook Jr
1010 Manor Road, New Kensington, PA 15068
Phone: (724) 255-6197 E-Mail: deshook@7thinfantry.com

http://www.17thInfantry.com

Nov - Dec 2009
FOUNDER
LTG William “Buffalo Bill” Quinn
HCOR

Honorary Colonel of the Regiment

Steve Gardner
COL USA RET
Olalla, Washington 98359
swgarmy@aol.com
HSMOR

Honorary Sergeant Major of the Regiment

Dr Mack Vereen
CSM USA RET
El Paso, TX 79924
mack.h.vereen@us.army.mil

1-17 COMMANDER
LTC Jon Neumann
jonathan.neumann@us.army.mil
1-17 CSM
CSM Peter Smith
peter.lee.smith@us.army.mil
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
James Kunsinski (KY)
(717) 624-8190
jmoore561@comcast.net
Fred Kamaka (HI)
(808) 235-2620
f kamaka@hawaii.rr.com
Joseph Tatem (NJ)
(662) 842-2525
bntwilson@comcast.net
James Rohr (SC)
(715) 723-6617
ckrineck@netzero.net
David de la Sierra (GA)
(305) 610-8620
dogsinspace@reynoldscable.net
HISTORIAN
Marc Williams (COL USA RET)
509th S 17th St, Ft Leavonworth, KS
Phone: (913) 306-2803
E-Mail: aquajames@sbcglobal.net

The Buffalo Bugle is edited and produced for the Association by Association Member Donald Shook with article proofreading provided by Carla
Shook and or Maria de la Sierra. Stories, photographs, cartoons, and articles of interest to members of the 17th Infantry Regiment Association are welcomed and greatly appreciated. Please identify all personnel and locations when possible on back of photographs, along with a
return address so that we can return your photographs to you. Items can also be electronically sent via e-mail to: deshook@7thinfantry.com

INDEX

On The Cover
1
Officers & Table of Contents
2
Index / The President’s Pen
3
Chairman of the Board
4-5
Historian Desk: Introducing Marc Williams
5
Secretary’s Column
6
17th Infantry Historical Photos
7
1-17 Commander
8
1-17 CSM
9
2009 Reunion Pictures
10
2010 Reunion Information
11
DMOR Roster
12
Association Merchandise
13
Merchandise Order Form
14
2009 Reunion Pictures
15
Historical Pictures
16
Buffalo Pride
17
HMOR / Pvt Murphy
18
Operation Enduring Freedom Pictures
19
Operation Enduring Freedom Pictures
20
In Memory
21
In Memory
22
In Memory
23
In Memory
24
Letters to the Association
25
Letters to the Association
26
EK 17th Infantry, Combat Knife
27
Anthony T Kahoohanohano
28
From the HCOR
29
Walter Reed Army Medical Center Visit
30
1-17 Operation Iraqi Freedom Pictures
31
2009 Reunion Pictures
32
2009 Reunion Pictures
33
TAPS
34
TAPS / Operation Knitted Gator
35
Editor’s Rant
36
Association Cap Order Form
37
Walter Reed Army Medical Center Visit
38
Colonel Al Kelly
39
Colonel Al Kelly / Reunion Pictures
40
Association Application
41
Member Questionaire
42
New Members
43
Back Cover
44

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
Fellow Buffalos, I am honored to
be offered the opportunity to serve
as your president for the next few
years. I hope that my efforts on
your behalf will be agreeable to
all. I want to take this opportunity
to say thanks to Don Shook who
has served us so well, doing many
jobs for the association in the past
few years. Don has brought our
publication, “The Buffalo Bugle,”
to a new standard for our enjoyment. We have several members
taking on new duties to relieve
Don of some of his many jobs, and
for that I am thankful, since I have
a few more jobs to hand over to
Don.
Your Officers and Board members
would enjoy hearing from any of
you who are willing to help out
with any of the many jobs that are
needed to help operate your association.
Speaking as your current president, I congratulate your efforts on
behalf of our Battalion in the field
and its difficult mission. I hope
that the funds we provided the
rear detachment for a little Christmas Cheer in the field were delivered in a timely manner. I know
that Captain Frankie Kim did the
Battalion, and the rear detachment,
a great service by taking care of
business.
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Our Battalion has suffered many
casualties during the first half of
the deployment in Afghanistan.
Many of the members of the association have been to the Walter Reed Army Medical facilities
to meet and greet our wounded
soldiers. Several of our members
have attended the funeral services of our Killed In Action. It
is at times such as these that our
strength as an association speaks
for all of us. The San Antonio
Reunion reunited two members
of Charlie Company who had not
seen each other in years. Fred
Kamaka and Jack Birkner had not
seen each other since July 1953
on Pork Chop Hill. They knew
each other about 10 days then, but
at the reunion they seemed like
young men who had been close
friends for years.
Our association is viable and alive
for those who participate in its reunions and social gatherings. Just
last night, the evening of the 27th
of December 2009, our own Mr.
Fred Hatter called to discuss some
issues with me and we had a great
visit via land line. Fred is a company” C” guy like me and we had
a great BS session for 40 minutes
or so.
I wish to close my comments with
the following: Bless you one and
all, comrades bound by strife,
Infantrymen one and all.
God Bless the Regulars,
Truth & Courage,

“Buffalo 6”
Bruce Frazer

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

From 1 to 4 December 2009 I
had the great honor and privilege of visiting 1-17 on their
forward operating base (FOB)
in the Kandahar province of
Afghanistan. LTC Jon Neumann
and CSM Peter Smith had been
extending an invitation to me
for months and the timing was
right for me to get to them. I
took a 20 minute helicopter ride
over some of the most desolate
and barren landscape in the
country, but the rugged beauty
of this country still captivates
me. I was met on the landing
zone by one of our young Buffaloes who told me LTC Neumann had been there a while
earlier anticipating me, but had
gone back to the headquarters
to await me. The majority of
the battalion was off the FOB
conducting operations in their
assigned battlespace so I got
to meet the staff and Buffaloes
preparing for or supporting operations from the FOB.

the FOB,
Frontenac.
CSM Smith
told me the
FOB was
pretty austere when
they took
possession
of it, but by
the time I
saw it it was
a paradise
in the middle of nowhere. It
is neat, organized, clean, and
really lacking nothing for the
comfort, security, and safety of
the Soldiers. After weeks of patrolling and fighting, the FOB is
a beautiful place to seek respite.
My accommodations were
wonderful, and the accommodations for the troops are even
better since they can decorate
their rooms to suit themselves.
I could go and on about the
FOB itself but the real attraction
is the Buffaloes themselves.
The morale and spirit of the
men are incredibly awe inspiring. I observed an exciting
camaraderie amongst the men
that made me reminiscent of my
own Buffalo days. I still feel

emotionally unrestrained even
as I write this about six weeks
later. Call it a legal contact
high that keeps on giving. LTC
Neumann and CSM Smith were
most gracious hosts. We toured
the FOB, had our meals together in a beautiful and abundantly supplied mess hall, and
I had the opportunity to sit in
on a nightly commander’s battle
update briefing. I played a fine
line between being engaged
enough but out of the way
enough as to avoid being even a
temporary distraction. I hope
I played it right. Often I would
stand in a staff section and
just absorb the spirit of these
fine Buffaloes at work. Being
amongst our Buffaloes in combat as they went about their day
to day business
was a profound
thing for me.
It’s a feeling
only a Soldier
can understand
and appreciate.
My last day
there we presented the Ek
Mark 4 fighting
knives to the
2008 NCO and

CSM Smith is the driving force
behind developing the FOB,
which 1-17 had assumed from a
French-Canadian battalion that
previously occupied and named
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Soldier of the Year, SGT Mark
Goodwin and SGT, then SPC,
Anthony Roney, respectively.
LTC Neumann and CSM Smith
mustered the available men
into a formation and we had
the US and 1-17 flags providing
a patriotic and heraldic back
drop. I spoke a little bit before
we presented the knives to the
men but there was really nothing I could say that could add to
what they already know about
themselves: we love them; we
pray for them; and they are adding another new chapter to 17th
Regiment and US Army history
with battlefield victories as well
as being the first Strykers in
Afghanistan since the U.S. entered 8 years ago. I was clearly
outclassed by these men and I
knew it, and loved them for it.
The 1-17 is the standard bearer
for their brigade and when this
war is over, will be the most
heralded battalion to serve in
Afghanistan. They are extremely well led, enthusiastic, tough,
disciplined, and strong of heart
and character. I am humbled,
blessed, and honored to have
spent a few days with these
mighty Buffaloes on their own
turf, the battlefield. Thank you
so very much, Buffaloes. God
bless and be with each one of
you.
Thundering Herd!

CSM Tim Green

ASSOCIATION HISTORIAN

Fellow Buffaloes,
Here is a quick note to say
“thanks” for being selected
as the Association’s Historian.
The study of military history
is fascinating, especially when
you are part of a unit that is still
making history.
The young men in Afghanistan
are writing history in the same
vein as the men who started

USAA now available
to all veterans.
The United States Automobile
Association was founded in
1922 by a group of Army officers. In 1996 eligibility was
extended to enlisted personnel.
USAA is now offered to all
veterans. USAA offers insurance, banking and investment
services.
USAA can be contacted at

usaa.com
or 1-800-531-8910.
5

the regiment in 1861 for the
Civil War, fought through the
Indian Wars, the Span-Am War,
the Philippine Insurrection, the
Punitive Expedition, WWII,
Korea, Vietnam, Panama, and
Iraq. My two personal goals are
to organize our archives from
every source I can find, and
to compile the 1st Battalion’s
current records, reports, and
after action reviews as they are
produced for inclusion in our
records.
Later generations will dig
through these for observations,
insights, and lessons learned
for future conflicts we cannot
foresee. Training at the Army’s
schools and centers are affected
daily from these reports, and
doctrine is refined based on
these insights. It is important
we preserve the present as accurately as possible for future
Buffaloes.

Marc Williams

how fortunate I am, and how good
God has been to me, despite the
loss of my childhood sweetheart of
45 years in 1996.

ASSOCIATION SECRETARY

From the Secretary’s Desk
January 2010!
Another year has passed, and
according to the media, we are
in a new decade, although in my
heart of hearts I know that the
new decade doesn’t really begin
until January 1, 2011. At age 76,
one can’t help but contemplate
his own mortality, although being
fortunate enough to have a 64 year
old, vibrant, loving, spouse, and 11
grandchildren, with a 12th well on
the way, certainly helps to ameliorate those maudlin thoughts. We
continue to travel relentlessly-just
back from a 26 day cruise to the
Amazon River in Brazil after two
trips to the African bush-and as I’m
still physically and mentally able to
continue to create documentaries
and travelogues, products of a 10
pound SONY professional video
camera transported on my shoulder, as well as maintain a very
active website which had just short
of 2,000,000 hits last year, I realize

It’s been almost 55 years since Basic Infantry Officers Course in Fort
Benning, Georgia, Ranger School
in the mountains of Dahlonega,
Georgia and the swamps of the
Florida panhandle, and ultimately
the lonely, sometimes miserable,
existence of 16 months in a place
called Camp Kaiser, north of the
38th parallel in the hell-hole they
called Korea, but no sooner than
my thoughts turn to Korea, I begin
to think of the wonderful men we
met while working on our Korean
War documentary, who are no longer capable of contemplating their
mortality, as God has chosen to
take them from us! It is thoughts
of them that bring a smile to my
heart.
Stu Rothman, our fearless leader
for so many years, whose life in
Alaska seemed to be centered
around his camera, his books
and the 17th Infantry Buffaloes,
wherever and whenever. Al Baumann, who spoke so proudly of
his squad and the men with whom
in served in the 17th, and continued to do so with oxygen being
fed into his lungs through a tube.
Bob Gould, who was brought to
tears, and choked up, as he spoke
of the many bodies he had to walk
over as he moved up just another
Korean hill. Mike Mirabella, who
like myself, took so much pride in
having been born in New York city,
and who proudly told his story,
knowing that he did not have much
more life in his aging body. Bill
Pitt, whose hilarious stories of how
he was shanghaied into the Army
while drunk in New Orleans, fresh
off a merchant ship at age 18; or
how he became a “mortar man,”
when he had no idea that the steel
pipe coming up from the frozen
ground was a mortar!
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And then there were those who
never made it off the hill; like posthumous Medal of Honor recipient,
Lt. Dick Shea, who never lived to
see his son being carried in Joyce’s
body when he was off to fight a
“police action.” There was also
his West Point classmate, Lt. Dick
Inman, whose body laid where it
had fallen, on a muddy Korean hill,
somewhere in North Korea, that
someone dubbed “Pork Chop!”.
So life goes on, as we continue to
send our documentary to libraries
and persons around the country,
but there is one problem that you,
my fellow Buffaloes can solve for
us. In Springfield, Illinois, there
is a museum under construction,
to which Nancy and I contribute
every year. It is called The Korean
War National Museum, to house
memorabilia and oral histories,
now almost 60 years old, so no one
forgets what has been dubbed “the
forgotten war.” Amazingly, I have
written them on numerous occasions, while making a contribution,
and over their website, offering
them complimentary copies of our
documentary gratis, so that the history and valor of the 17th Infantry
Regiment in the Korean War, shall
never be forgotten, and have gotten no response. Perhaps if one or
more of you, especially those who
are likewise contributors, or board
members, speaks up to them now,
the history of the Buffalo Regiment, and its brave men, will be
forever memorialized for generations to come.
Truth and Courage!

Judge Stuart Namm
Camp Kaiser
Korea 1956-1957

Company K, 17th Infantry
Philippine Insurrection

Japanese troops surrendering to 17th
Infantry soldiers: Korea 1945
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BUFFALO “6” 1-17 INFANTRY

BUFFALO “7” 1-17 INFANTRY

1st Battalion update from
Forward Operating Base (FOB)
Frontenac in the Shah Wali Kot
District, Afghanistan.

and the few residents who had
stayed were completely intimidated and would not speak to us
about the Taliban.

Happy New Year from the active
duty Buffaloes currently serving
in combat in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. The 1st
Battalion arrived in Afghanistan
in July and pushed into our area
of operations in early August.
We made contact with the
enemy on our first day of active
patrolling and have seen continuous contact ever since.

Our main area of trouble was
a place called the Arghandab
River Valley which is an irrigated farming zone full of fruit
orchards, corn fields, and grape
vines. Despite being in a desert
country known for open plains
and high mountains, we found
ourselves fighting in very thick
vegetation in wet fields divided
by mud walls that were 6-8 feet
high.

The area we assumed responsibility for had been covered by a
very small contingent from the
Canadian Army, and they were
not able to prevent the Taliban
from really establishing themselves over the spring and summer. Our initial main mission
was to protect the northern approaches to Kandahar City and
what we discovered was that
the enemy owned the best terrain that allowed him complete
access to the city. He also had
so terrorized the local population that most of the small villages we patrolled were empty,

Our armored Stryker vehicles
were used to get units to a
dismount point short of their
objective, but our units spent
most of their time away from
their vehicles, patrolling on
foot. The use of anti-personnel
mines or homemade explosives
forced our squads and platoons
to avoid all trails, gates, and
footbridges. That meant to maneuver through the lush valley
required wading through the
irrigation ditches and climbing
over the walls or blowing holes
in them to avoid enemy de-
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fensive belts. With daily temperatures well above 100, it was
extremely hard work.
After three very hard months of
fighting, our efforts were beginning to pay off, and by the end
of our fourth month of combat,
we were seeing people return
to their villages, and rebuilding projects by civilian agencies
could get started in the area.
The local government was able
to step up efforts and re-assert
some control over the district.
To get to that point required
near constant offensive operations with patrolling, ambushes,
and check points. Our Soldiers
got extremely good at searching
the orchards for supply caches
and the removal of the enemy’s
stockpiles of weapons and
explosives really made a difference in the fight. Through very
smart use of observation points,
attack helicopters, and indirect
fire, we forced the enemy away
from many of his normal safe
havens, and allowed the local
security forces and government
agencies to reassert some control over the area.
~ continued on page 9

~ continued from page 8

Our efforts and small successes
were not without cost. We have
lost 21 great Soldiers in this
fight, and another 50 have been
wounded. As is common in this
fight, almost all our injuries are
from the blast effects of mines
and improvised explosive devices. We are so grateful to the
members of the Association
who have attended the funerals
of our fallen and to the group
who visited our men who are
recovering at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washington,
D.C.. Thanks also for the generous donations to our efforts to
make sure each funeral are first
class.
As more forces have moved into
Afghanistan, our Division Commander here, the CG of the British 6th Division, gave our entire
Brigade a new mission that
takes advantage of the mobility
and communications network of
our unit. A light infantry battalion took over the fight in the
restricted terrain of Arghandab
Valley and we have been assigned the task of ensuring local
Afghans and security forces can
move freely on the roads and
highways. We are still in the assessment phase of that new mission, but thus far it has forced
us to cover a lot more territory.
Our agility and firepower is of
better use now to deny the enemy access to one of his favorite
kill zones….the road networks.
We are also able to put a stop to
crooks and rogue officials who
have made a living from taxing
or stealing from the people who
just want to move freely on the
road, or get their farm goods to
market unmolested.

The Buffaloes have now passed
the halfway point of this deployment. Winter is here and we are
seeing wet conditions and even
some snow in higher elevations.
Despite the harsh conditions,
the enemy remains active and
we are working hard to give him
no rest.
To watch the Soldiers of this
task force go about their warfighting business despite the
hardships and heartaches we’ve
faced is a pure joy. Over 40
Buffaloes have re-enlisted since
we’ve been fighting, which is
both testament to their high
morale, and also to the junior
leaders who set such a good
example of competence and
professionalism on the battlefield every day.
We’re starting to think about
our redeployment this sum-

mer. It will be great to be able
to join you next October for the
reunion in Georgia. We relish our relationship with our
alumni in the association and
really enjoyed it when CSM (r)
Tim Green was able to spend
some time with us this fall. The
knives he presented on your behalf to our Soldier and NCO of
the year are beautiful and a true
example of what a first class
organization we are all a part of.
Until the reunion, thank you for
your continued support of this
battalion and the efforts of our
nation at war.
Thundering Herd!
Truth and Courage

LTC Jonathan Neumann
CSM Peter Smith
“Buffalo 6 and 7”

A 1-17 Buffalo moves
through an irrigation
ditch while patrolling.
November, 2009
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FORT BENNING, GA

“FOLLOW ME” to the 2010 Reunion

HOTEL INFORMATION
Columbus, Georgia
Marriott
800 Front Avenue
Columbus, Georgia 31901
1-706--324-1800
Toll-free: 1-800-455-9261

$119 a night

Includes free breakfast
every morning at the hotels
Houlihan’s Restaurant
also: internet in every room
Tell them that you’re with
the 17th Infantry!

17th Infantry Regiment Reunion
September 29th - October 3rd 2010
To Include:
New Infantry Museum Tour & Lunch
17th Infantry Monument Visit
Lunch at the Ft Benning Officer Club
Memorial Service on Ft Benning
More Details in the next Buffalo Bugle
Questions? Contact Steve Goodwin
scout417@hotmail.com
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Selections for Distinguished
Members of the Regiment
(DMOR) and Honorary Distinguished Members of the Regiment (HDMOR) are not based
solely on military accomplishments during an individual’s
time in service, but also on
what the individual has accomplished on behalf of the
Association. The Chairman
of the selection committee is
Association Project Chairman,
CSM Tim Green. Nominations
for DMOR or HDMOR should
be sent to him at

csmgreen@gmail.com

The above badge and a certificate suitable for framing, as
well as orders signed by the
Chief of the U.S. Infantry, are
presented to each awardee.

HCOR

Colonel Steve Gardner

HSMOR

CSM Mack Vereen

DMOR
* SGM Phillip Albert
* Alfred Baumann
SFC Douglas Bell
* Clarence Bennet
Paul H. Bryant
SFC Lawrence Burke
* Dennis Camp
John T. Carrig
* Ralph C. Colley
CSM George Crisostomo

* Joe E. DeFosse
Louis E. Eve
* Andy Ferreira
Eugene P. Feury
Bruce Frazer
Pete Gallo
COL Edward Gibbons
Kevin Gilfether
Steve Goodwin
Joseph Gonsalves
Eulos Graham
* COL Philip Grimm
CSM Timothy Green
George Harvey
* Raymond Harvey *MOH
Fred Hatter
Lawrence Haynes
*HSMOR
Robert R. Heiter
* Thomas Hickman
*HCOR
COL Jeffrey P. Holt
Einar Ingman *MOH
Gilbert E. Isham
COL Jeffrey “Al” Kelly
* BG Ted Mataxis
*HCOR
1SG Matthew Splechter
Stuart Johnson
Louis Kolb
Jackie D. Legg
Fred McGee
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Joe Midyette
CSM Daryl T. Moore
CSM Timothy Mullins
SGM Walter L. Murrell
Judge Stuart Namm
MSG Robert Northcutt
COL Mike Okita
1SG John Moore
* Tony Perez
Robert Petzold
Arnold Prather
* Rocky Rayos
* BG Royal Reynolds
* Jack Reynoldson
Clarence Rineck
* SGM Richard Robbins
James Rohr
Richard Rosa
* Stewart Rothman
* LT Richard Shea *MOH
James Sheldon
Donald E Shook Jr.
Charles Shuck
LTC James Smith
John L. Strube
John A. Sullivan
CSM Mack Vereen
Don Watts
LTC Charles Webster
Richard Whitson
Scott Wickland
Gregory Williams
Bobby Wilson
* Jacob F. Wittler
Darron Wright
* Neil Young
* Deceased

Association merchandise

A

ORDER FORM ON REVERSE PAGE

C

B

D

J

F

E
G

H

I
N

M

K

L
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17th Infantry Regiment Association

Challenge Coins

Description

$ Per Coin

Shipping

Association Coin

(A) Epoxy filled Coin

$9.00

$1.50

Old Association Coin

(B) Old Stryker Coin

$3.00

$1.50

Truth & Courage Nickel

(C) Replica Buffalo Nickel

$5.00

$1.00

1950-1953 Nickel

(D) Replica Korean War Nickel

$5.00

$1.00

$ Per Shirt

Shipping

T-Shirts
Two sided, Gray, Silk
Screened t-shirt

(E) Circle One: MED

LRG

XLG

XXL

$20.00

$3.00

Two sided, Black, Silk
Screened t-shirt

(F) Circle One: MED

LRG

XLG

XXL

$20.00

$3.00

Embroidered Patches

$ Per Patch Shipping

2005-2006 1-17 Patch

(G) Mosul and Baghdad "We Kicked Ass" patch

$6.00

$1.50

2003 Reunion Patch

(H) 2003, Dayton Ohio Reunion Patch

$3.00

$1.00

Silver Bullion patch

(I) Hand Made Silver Builion patch

$25.00

$1.50

$ Per Knife

Shipping

$5.00

$1.50

$

Shipping

Pen Knives
"Truth and Courage"

(J) Circle One: BLUE BLACK RED TEAL
GREEN

Member Lapel Pins
Lapel Pin

(K) Official Membership Pin

$4.00

$1.00

17th Infantry Crest

(L) Official Unit Crest: Sold in Pairs

$12.00 pair

$1.50

Decals

$ Per Decal Shipping

17th Infantry Decal

(M) Member Decal (small) * White Vinyl

$4.00

$1.00

17th Infantry Decal

(N) Window Sticker (Large) * White Vinyl

$7.00

$1.50

Total

Total

Sub-Total

Sub-Total

Sub-Total

Sub-Total

Sub-Total

Sub-Total

Grand Total

Make Checks out to the:
“17th Infantry Regiment Association”
Payment method

(Note: Credit Card payments only accepted on the
Association's website)

□ Check

□ Money Order

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY

Name:
Telephone number: 305-610-8620
e-mail: dogsinspace@reynoldscable.net

Send Payment to:

David de la Sierra
17th Infantry Quartermaster
134 Red Fox Run
Macon, GA 31210

Shipping address:

Phone Number:

NOTE: Please allow up to three weeks for shipment and check deposit. Thank you for your patience
Prices, specifications, and availability subject to change without notice.
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3-17 CO LTC Robert
Pridgen: 1951

Col “Buffalo Bill”
Quinn: April 1951

Norm Schmidt: Hq
Company July, 1953

B 2-17 Football
Team 1988

1-17 Scout Platoon:
1996
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Buffalo pride

KANSAS PLATE: MARC WILLIAMS
1-17 and 2-17 / 6th Infantry Div (L)
Fort Richardson, AK 1987-89

Ken Thruman: B 4-17
Panama: 1990

Honoring the 17th KIA
Mexico 1916

TENNESSEE PLATE: CARL WHITE
17th Infantry Regiment / 7th Infantry Div
Korea 1955-1957

GEORGIA PLATE: DAVID DE LA SIERRA
4-17 INFANTRY / 7th Infantry Div (L)
Operation Just Cause 1988-90
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HDMOR

Private Murphy

Honorary Distinquished
Members of the Regiment

Margaret Baumann
Ulrike Bell
Alan Bjerke
JoAnn Brigham
Catherine I. Bryant
Stefania Burke
Mary Jo Camp
Cathy Colley
Leslie Drumhiller
Carolyn Eve
Fran Feury
Charlotte Gallo
Donald Garner
Sally Harvey
Joyce Himka
Evelyn Haynes
Carol Heiter
John Hillman
Peggy Holt
Mardelle Ingman
Ardith Isham
Richard Kabaker
Ellen Legg
Mark Marques
Helma Mataxis
Roy P. Montgomery
Alicyn Moore
Chiara Murrell
Nancy Namm
David Nethken
Lynn Okita
Teresa Robbins
Alma Rohr
Carol Rosa
Lee Rothman
Crystal Sherwood
Carla Shook
Margaret Smith
Christy Splechter
Shirley Stoddard
Janet Strube
Marie Sullivan
Mary Watts
Lee Whitson
Patricia “Pat” Wilson
Tomicene Wilson
Laura Wittler

Ambassador Karl Eikenberry (LTG USA RET) and LTC Neumann during a November visit in Afghanistan. LTG Eikenberry is a Life Member of the Association and served as a PL at Camp Howze, Korea
with 1-17 in 1974.
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SPC Timmy Hartbeck (C 1-17) talks on his radio at a combat outpost
in Rajankala, Kandahar province, Afghanistan

C 1-17 Mortar Team

SPC Chance Alwin (C 1-17)

SGT Jack Roudebush (C 1-17)

SPC Steven Martis
(C 1-17)

SPC Cameron St. Onge (C 1-17)
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IN MEMORY

The 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry has only been in Afghanistan for five months, and has the grim distinction
of having lost more soldiers in action than any other battalion in the Army since Sept. 11, 2001. In all, 21
soldiers have been killed and more than 40 have been wounded. Operating in the Taliban’s cultural and
historical center, battalion commanders knew they would be tested early. Indeed, the battalion encountered 300 enemy contacts makeshift bombs, mortar attacks, small-arms fire in its first 100 days, battling in
the sparse, open desert of the Shah Wali Kot District, as well as in the dense fruit orchards and vineyards
of the Arghandab District. The men of 1-17 have stayed highly motivated and focused on their mission.

17
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FALLEN, BUT NO

SGT Troy Tom
A Company: KIA 18 August

PFC Jonathan C. Yanney
HHC Company: KIA 18 August

CPT John L. Hallett III
A 1-17 CO: KIA 25 August

PFC Dennis M. Williams
A Company: KIA 25 August

CPT Cory J. Jenkins
HHC Company: KIA 25 August

SFC Ronald W. Sawyer
HHC Company: KIA 25 August

PFC Jordan M. Brochu
C Company: KIA 31 August

SPC Jonathan D. Welch
C Company: KIA 31 August

SPC Tyler R. Walshe
C Company: KIA 31 August
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OT FORGOTTEN

SPC Kevin J. Graham
A Company: KIA 26 September

SPC Michael A. Dahl Jr.
B Company: KIA 17 October

SPC Kyle A. Coumas
A Company: KIA 21 October

SSG Luis M. Gonzalez
C Company: KIA 27 October

SGT Fernando Delarosa
C Company: KIA 27 October

SGT Dale R. Griffin
C Company: KIA 27 October

SGT Issac B. Jackson
C Company: KIA 27 October

SGT Patrick O. Williamson
C Company: KIA 27 October

SPC Jared D. Stanker
C Company: KIA 27 October
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PFC Christopher I. Walz
C Company: KIA 27 October

SPC Aaron S. Aamot
C Company: KIA 5 November

SPC Gary L. Gooch
C Company: KIA 5 November
Individual Memorials Inside

Luminated Memorial: Michael Yon
Photograph

The Memorial Teepee outside the Battalion HQs in Afghanistan. It’s
luminated at night and there’s a memorial for every man lost inside.
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LETTERS TO THE ASSOCIATION
Hi Don,
I received the packet today and am
most impressed. Thank you very
much. The Bugle is a far cry from
what it was fifteen years ago or so
when I last saw it. It went from a
flyer to an actual magazine. Good
job. Really first class. And thank
you for the recon tab.
I emailed CSM Green to see if he
remembered me. Waiting on an
answer, he probably doesn’t. He
was coming in as the CSM of 1-17
as I was leaving as the Bco 1SG.
We did get together a couple of
times. What a great soldier and
just a great guy.
I’m going thru photos of periods
where I see there is a big gap. Not
sure what I have. Attached is a pic
of the 1-17 scout platoon that won
the 6th ID scout platoon competition (a three day event called Silent
Warrior) in 1987. This was after we
all got pinned with AAMs. Out
front is the platoon sergeant SFC
Barber. In the rear is 1LT McPeak,
platoon leader. Yours truly, then
SSG Murphy, is the 2nd squad
leader. Plenty of Sinai in 1990. I’ll
email as I scan them.
Regret I can’t make this years
reunion. Actually I went to San
Antonio last year for my son’s AIT
graduation. A great place to visit.
I understand next year will be at
Benning. That I will make every
effort to make as I consider myself
a Benning boy. (I was an airborne
and pathfinder instructor for four
years.)
Last but not least, if there is
anything I can do to assist the association in any way, I’m ready to
volunteer. Let me know.
Take care and again, thanks,

lapel.

Larry Murphy
Scout PLT Squad Leader
PSG C 1-17
1SG B 1-17
1986-1990 and 1995-1997
On Veteran’s Day (November 11th
2009), I had the honor of representing the 17th Infantry Regiment Association at the funeral
of Buffalo Sergeant Dale Russel
Griffin who was killed in the line
of duty in Afghanistan on October
27th 2009. His funeral was held at
South Vigo High School in Terre
Haute, Indiana. I was joined by
fellow Buffalo Mark Espinoza of
Champaign, Illinois.
Sergeant Griffin’s journey home
from the mountains of Afghanistan took a couple of unique twists
as it made it’s way home. His
parents had given their assent to
photography at Dover Air Force
Base (where all the others had
not) which therefore caused his
flag-draped casket to be the one
featured prominently in the media
as it emerged from the ramp of
the cargo jet under the salute of
President Obama. Additionally, his
hearse became part of the Terre
Haute Veterans Day parade that
was held the day of his funeral –
the first time that ever happened.
The actual funeral service was held
in the high school gym. A large
contingent of Patriot Guard Riders
formed a cordon to welcome the
1,000 (newspaper estimated) congregants. I was able to talk briefly
to Major General Scott West, the
official Army representative briefly
before the service. Major General
West had served at Fort Ord, and
noticed the regimental crest on my
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Sergeant Griffin’s father was
prominent in the local Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
and so there were many church
officials at this service. There was
also a large choir of approximately
90 strong (the Bloomington Stake
Choir) and a brass ensemble from
Indiana State University. Congressman Brad Ellsworth represented
the US Congress. The gym was
arranged with many large scale
photos of the life of this soldier
and after viewing them and hearing the eulogies, all of us who did
not know Sergeant Griffin felt that
we had some insight on his life. I
learned Sergeant Griffin was an
athlete and a scholar – a champion
wrestler and a student of the language of Pashto (so he could better
serve in Afghanistan). He seemed
like someone who had tremendous
energy and was warm open, and
loving to everyone who knew him.
There are two things that I will
remember from this funeral service. One will be the stirring
rendition of the Battle Hymn of the
Republic by the choir and brass ensemble and the other would be the
strength of his father and mother
as they gave their eulogies. I do
not believe I could ever heard more
passionate or patriotic words from
a mother under those circumstances. She reminded us all that it was
Sergeant Griffin’s choice to serve
in the Army and that he knew
why he was in Afghanistan. She
and the rest of the eulogizers also
reminded the assembled that it was
OK to mourn but to remember that
there is only “mourning in death,
because there was love in life”.
After the funeral service an announcement was made that the
~ continued on page 26

~ continued from page 25

interment at Highland Lawn Cemetery would be private so Mark Espinoza and I used the time to swap
war stories and such as all Buffalo
are prone to do. As Mark headed
back west to Illinois and I began
the long haul back to Indianapolis,
I could only think of how lucky we
are to have men like Sergeant Griffin who are ready to protect us in
far away lands.
Truth and Courage!

Glenn R. Powers
(LTC USA RET)
4-17 Inf (1987-1990)

Buffaloes, I got to attend the funeral for SGT Issac Jackson today
in Lathrop, MO. Lathrop is typical
small Midwest town: the people
there are close, they are intensely
Christian, and passionately patriotic. And as a small town, one loss
causes huge ripples. Most of the
citizens were in the high school
today for the ceremony.
SGT Jackson is very popular here.
A high school wrestling champion,
member of FFA, he dedicated his
life to Christianity and the majority
of today’s service was about the
transformation that took place in
him. He joined the Army, went to
Iraq with 10th Mountain, married his high school sweetheart,
fathered a baby boy, and then
deployed with the Buffaloes to
Afghanistan knowing his wife was
pregnant with baby #2.
He is remembered as fiercely loyal,
a protector of those less fortunate
and his family, and a man dedicated to the Army and its current war
on terrorism. There were speakers from FT Drum and the local
churches. Attending GO was BG
Cardon from FT Leavenworth, and
the honor guard was provided by

the 502nd MP Battalion, also from
Leavenworth. There were Marines,
Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors, police,
firemen, and EMTs paying their respects. The Patriotic Guard Riders
showed up with about 80 bikers to
protect the family in case the idiots
from Fred Phelps church showed.
They did not, but I suspect the citizens in this American town would
have kicked their ass if they had.
One of his brothers spoke, and
explained that he honored the 6
men that died with SGT Jackson
and considered them all part of his
family now.
I’ve got two copies of the program
if y’all want to add it to the historical records.
Proud to have remembered a combat infantryman, a Buffalo, SGT
Issac Jackson.
Truth and Courage,

Marc Williams
(COL USA RET)
1-17 and 2-17 Officer
1987-1989

LTC Neumann,
I attended Spc. Jared Stankers
visitation and memorial here at
home on behalf of you, Peter and
those of the 17th. You should to
know he was received home in a
true hero’s fashion. It seemed as
though his entire hometown of Oak
Lawn came to pay their respects.
Understand that Oak Lawn is the
Southside of Chicago and the residents are the salt of the earth. Hard
working, predominantly Irish Catholic families of solid values. The
street was blocked off by the local
authorities due to traffic in and
out of the parking lot. The Funeral
home was festooned in American
flags from the local “Freedom Rid-
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ers” chapter of Chicago
I extended your personal condolences to his parents. With all the
courage I could muster I thought
they should know that Jared’s sacrifice was not in vain nor will it be
forgotten. They ask in return that
I share with you ,w hile a tragedy,
they know Jared died protecting
the principles they taught him
to believe in. Principles that they
practice as a family. True “Southsiders”. I was unsure what I would
say to them and how they would
receive me. Nonetheless, I drove
away feeling a sense of honor and
also humbled by their grace. I came
home a little later than normal that
night, which meant I also found
my children and lovely wife asleep
safely in their beds. I retired the
colors from my front porch, locked
up and checked on my children one
more time giving special thought
to my own son. I was honored to
represent the 17th and thankful for
the multitude of families like Jared’s who serve so that my children
sleep just as I found them, peacefully at night. I also wondered if I
could exemplfy the courage demonstrated by the Stanker family. I
hope I served your efforts well. Our
thoughts and prayers remain with
you and those of the 17th. Rest assured we reamin in support of your
cause her at home.
Truth and Courage,

Steven Goodwin
Association Treasurer and
Scholarship Chairman
4-17 Scout / 1984-1988

“Buffalo Blade”
The 17th Infantry Regiment now has an official
fighting knife!
The Association has teamed up
with the Ek Commando Knife
Company for some high quality, battle tested, combat knives
for official presentations such
as Soldier and NCO of the year.
These will also be available to
Members of the Association for
purchase. What a great, functional item to show your pride
in serving with the Regiment.

Infantryman in mind as the
guard and X-Head Fasteners are
solid brass. Note the wide “gripping grooves” on the Micarta
grips. Contact Bob Buerlin for
ordering (make sure you mention the 17th for the discount.)
Knife (as shown) $349
Optional Display Case: $59
Free Shipping for Association
Members (APO and CONUS)
Bob Buerlein
Ek Commando Knife Co.
(804) 257-7144
www.EkKnife.com
HQ@EkKnife.com

Ek Commando Knives, famous
since 1941, have been battle
proven in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Afghanistan
and Iraq. They are proud to be
the living link continuing the
tradition that dates back to the
days of John Ek, himself, in
1941.
Much thanks goes to CSM
Green for spearheading the efforts to get these produced for
the Association and it’s members. These are made with the

CSM Timothy Green presents SGT Mark Goodwin (C 1-17) and SGT
Anthony Roney (A 1-17) a “Buffalo Ek Fighting Knife” at Camp
Frontenac, Afghanistan for their selection as the 2008, 1-17 NCO
and Soldier of the year. “Truth and Courage!”
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By September 1, 1951, he was
serving in Korea as a private
first class with Company H, 2nd
Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division. On
that day, near Chup’a-ri, he
was in charge of a machine gun
squad tasked with supporting another company. When
a numerically superior enemy
force launched an attack, he and
his squad withdrew to a more
defensible position. Although
wounded in the shoulder, Kahoohanohano ordered his men
to hold their ground while he
gathered ammunition and returned to their original post.

Anthony T. Kahoohanohano
was an Infantryman with H
Company, 17th Infantry and
a new recipient of the United
States military’s highest decoration, the Medal of Honor, for
his actions in the Korean War.
PFC Kahoohanohano is now
the Eighteenth 17th Infantry
Regiment soldier to receive the
Medal of Honor.
A native of Maui, Hawaii, Kahoohanohano was the son of
a police officer and one of six
brothers. He lived in Wailuku
and played football and basketball at St. Anthony’s School
for Boys (now known as St.
Anthony High School) before
graduating in 1949. All six of
the Kahoohanohano brothers
served in the U.S. military: Anthony and three others in the
active duty Army, one in the
Marine Corps, and one in the
National Guard.

From that position, he singlehandedly held off the enemy
advance, fighting hand to hand
with an entrenching tool after
running out of ammunition,
until being killed. An American counter-attack later retook
the position and found thirteen
dead enemy soldiers around
Kahoohanohano’s body.
For these actions, he was posthumously awarded the U.S.
Army’s second-highest decoration, the Distinguished Service
Cross. This medal was presented
to his family in 1952 on Maui.
In the late 1990s, Kahoohanohano’s brother, Abel Kahoohanohano Sr., began an effort to
have the Distinguished Service
Cross upgraded. Abel’s son
George took up the cause after his father’s death. After a
Medal of Honor nomination in
2001 by Representative Patsy
Mink was rejected by the Army,
the family enlisted the help of
Senator Daniel Akaka. Akaka
nominated Kahoohanohano for
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the medal again, and in March
2009 was informed by Secretary of the Army Pete Geren
that, after “careful, personal
consideration,” the request was
approved. The Medal of Honor
is expected to be formally presented to the Kahoohanohano
family at a future White House
ceremony.
Kahoohanohano’s decorations
include the Medal of Honor,
Purple Heart, Combat Infantryman Badge, Korean Service
Medal, United Nations Service
Medal, National Defense Service
Medal, Korean Presidential Unit
Citation, and the Republic of
Korea War Service Medal.
Original Distinguished Service
Cross Citation:
The President of the United
States of America, under the
provisions of the Act of Congress approved July 9, 1918,
takes pride in presenting the
Distinguished Service Cross
(Posthumously) to Private First
Class Anthony T. Kahoohanohano (ASN: RA-29040479),
United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations
against an armed enemy of the
United Nations while serving
with Company H, 2d Battalion,
17th Infantry Regiment, 7th
Infantry Division. Private First
Class Kahoohanohano distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in action against
enemy aggressor forces in the
vicinity of Chup’a-ri, Korea, on
1 September 1951. On that date,
Private Kahoohanohano was in
charge of a machine-gun squad
supporting the defensive

~ continued on page 29

2010 will hold similar challenges
for the Battalion. The Association’s support of the Battalion
will be as important as ever as
they face the challenges of six
more months of combat and
separation from their families.

~ continued from page 28

positions of Company F when
a numerically superior enemy
force launched a fierce attack.
Because of the overwhelming numbers of the enemy, it
was necessary for the friendly
troops to execute a limited
withdrawal. As the men fell
back, he ordered his squad to
take up more tenable positions
and provide covering fire for
the friendly force. Then, although painfully wounded in
the shoulder during the initial
enemy assault, he gathered a
supply of grenades and ammunition and returned to his original position to face the enemy
alone. As the hostile troops
concentrated their strength
against his emplacement in an
effort to overrun it, Private Kahoohanohano fought fiercely
and courageously, delivering
deadly accurate fire into the
ranks of the onrushing enemy.
When his ammunition was depleted, he engaged the enemy
in hand-to-hand combat until
he was killed. His heroic stand
so inspired his comrades that
they launched a counterattack
that completely repulsed the
enemy. Coming upon Private
Kahoohanohano’s position, the
friendly troops found eleven
enemy soldiers lying dead before it and two in the emplacement itself, beaten to death
with an entrenching shovel.

H O N OR

ARY COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

It has been an honor to serve
as the Honorary Colonel of the
Regiment this past year, and I
look forward to a challenging
but rewarding 2010. Buffalo!
Truth and Courage,

Spot Report from the HCOR.
2009 was a very challenging
year for America. It will be remembered by most as a year of
economic uncertainty and seemingly endless war. Our Army
continues to defend our freedom around the world, and our
Buffalos are in the thick of the
fight. Their sacrifices this past
year have been monumental, but
soldiers and families of the 1-17
Infantry Battalion proudly continue to serve America to keep
us free.
Before the Battalion left for Afghanistan, I had the privilege to
see them in formation and talk
briefly to the Battalion leadership. It was inspiring to see the
confidence and determination in
each soldier’s eyes. You knew
there was nothing they could
not accomplish. While it has
been a very difficult year for
the Battalion, they have accomplished all their missions and
by doing so have improved our
security here at home. I’m sure
all of you are as proud of them
as I am.

29

Steve Gardner
COL(R), IN
HCOR

17th Infantry Veterans visiting with Lt Dan Berschinski

October 24th, 2009
Walter Reed Army Medical
Center

we made our way to the 57th
Ward, where three of our
wounded buffalo were staying.

On behalf of the Association
and our President, Bruce Frazer,
I’d like to report that the trip to
WRAMC (Walter Reed Army
Medical Center) was a great success. At the time, we had seven
recovering soldiers from 1-17 at
Walter Reed and we got to visit
with just about all the men.
There were about 10 veterans
that made the trip and with donations from my co-workers and
from those of us that were there
visiting, we were able to collect over $1,000.00 to distribute
to these men. Each wounded
soldier received about $150 in
gift cards for local restuarants,
a hard cover novel, some chocolate, an assortment of hats, key
rings, pens, etc. and an Association Coin and Buffalo Nickel.
Some of the guys even brought
baby clothes and diapers for
Specialist Derrick Ford and his
wife who had just had twins.

After the initial shock of a large
group of old Buffalo parading
down the hall to the reception
desk, the young soldiers on staff
were very helpful, and a 2nd Lt
showed us to Lt Dan Berschinski’s room, where he was with
his mother and father, Susan
and Bob Berschinski. (On 17 August, Dan Berschinski, a 1LT in
Bravo Company, 1-17, lost both
his legs in an explosion when he
stepped on an improvised explosive device while his unit secured a village in Afghanistan.)
We all gathered in the small
room and introduced ourselves
and gave him his care package.
Daniel was in great spirits and
was excited about having recently been fitted for one of his
prosthetics. He talked about his
wounds and the hard task that
the battalion were facing in Afghanistan. I was also impressed
with this young officer as he
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spoke of his men with great affection and stated that he had
talked with some of them since
the incident. We again saw Dan
and his family later that day
at the Molonge House as he’s
started to travel away from the
hospital and he’s looking forward to staying at the Hotel as
an outpatient in the near future.
You might have seen Dan during
President Obama’s West Point
speech last month as he was
shown in the audience.
We walked a short distance
down the hall and entered SSG
Michael Brown’s room. SSG
Brown recently arrived at the
WRAMC and was in very good
spirits. He was very talkative
and his wife and mother were
there with him in the room. We
again all packed into the small
room and talked about many
different things, including tattoos and baseball. SSG Brown
lost his right leg in an IED attack
only a few weeks prior to our
visit. He was with 3rd platoon,
Alpha 1-17 when he was hit and
seems to be doing very well
considering the trauma he just
went through.
Next, we stopped in to visit with
Specialist Derrick Ford (Left
Foot amputation), but he was
out with his wife and new borns
(which was a great thing to see!)
We left his package of gift cards,
baby clothes, and diapers along
with a note explaining that we
were there to see him and that
we’d catch up with him later.
Specialist Derrick Ford was with
the Recon Platoon 1-17 in Afghanistan.
~ continued on page 38

PFC Eric Goldman

IRAQ

2005-2006

CPT Ed Matthaidess III (C 1-17)

SSG Gilbert Romero: 30 June 2006

SGT David JohnsoI (B 1-17)

31

San Antonio, TEXAS 2009
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TEXAS 2009

TAPS

PFC Jordan Brochu

SGT Issac Jackson

C 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Cumberland, Maine

C 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Plattsburg, Missouri

SPC Jonathan Welch

SGT Patrick
Williamson

C 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Yorba Linda, California

SPC Tyler Walshe
SPC Troy Tom

C 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Shasta, California

A 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Albuquerque, New Mexico

C 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Evergreen Park, Illinois

C 1-17 KIA: Afghanistan
Vancouver, Washington

HHC 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Litchfield, Minnesota

A 1-17 CO: KIA Afghanistan
Concord, California

SPC Jared Stanker

PFC Christopher
Walz

PFC Jonathan
Yanney

CPT John Hallett III

A 1-17 KIA: Afghanistan
Broussard, Louisiana

SPC Aaron Aamot
SPC Kevin Graham

C 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Custer, Washington

A 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Benton, Kentucky

SPC Gary Gooch Jr

SPC Michael Dahl Jr

C 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Ocala, Florida

B 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Moreno Valley, California

Matthew Ceja

SPC Kyle Coumas

C 1-17: 2003 - 2006
Operation Iraqi Freedom

A 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Lockeford, California

PFC Dennis Williams

SSG Luis Gonzalez

A 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Federal Way, Washington

C 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
South Ozone Park, New York

CPT Cory Jenkins

SGT Fernando
Delarosa

HHC 1-17: KIA: Afghanistan
Mesa, Arizona

SFC Ronald Sawyer
HHC 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Trenton, Missouri

C 1-17 KIA: Afghanistan
Alamo, Texas

SGT Dale Griffin
C 1-17: KIA Afghanistan
Terre Haute, Indiana

Robert E. Stevens
Wyalusing, PA
2-17 Tank Company
1951-52

Mrs Evelyn Haynes
Beloved Wife of Lawrence
Haynes
Lineal Life Member/ HMOR
North Port, Florida

Bob Biederman
Cleveland, Ohio
D Company: 1963-64

William “Bill” Garner
Dardanelle. Arkansas
C 1-17: 1949-1951

David Slagle
2-17 Medic: 1944-45
Waterville, WA

CSM Robert Collins
Columbus, Georgia
1984-1988 CSM 4-17

Col Stanley Skaife
Midland, Georgia
2-17 Commanding Officer 69-70

OPERATION GATOR
Knitting for the Troops

Operation Knitted Gator:
Kerlina Vinyard is the wife of
an A Company NCO and she’s
been the driving force behind
“Operation Knitted Gator.”
She started out with a goal to
fit every man in her husband’s
company (about 160 soldiers)
and now the goal is to get everyone in the battalion a gator
(approximately 800 men.) If
you can’t knit, but want to help,
cash donations will be used for
shipping and additional yarn
for the knitters (the yarn isn’t
cheap.) Please contact Kerlina
via the following:

Kerlina Vinyard
kerlina@mac.com

253--345-2617
http://web.mac.com/kerlina/
TheVinyards/Blog/Blog.html
Important Information: If you
choose to substitute yarns,
please make sure that it is 100%
soft wool or the following wool
blends: lama, alpaca, cashmere.
Absolutely NO acrylic as it posses a danger to the soldiers and
even though cotton and bamboo are nice, it doesn’t hold in
the heat nor does it fall within
regulation and the soldier will
not be allowed to wear it.
Materials:
1 skein Cascade 220 SuperWash, Color # 875
(can be purchased at Yorkshire
Yarns in Lakewood, WA or any
knitting shop)
• Tapestry Needle
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• Needle: US 7 or 4.5 mm (US 8
or 5.5 mm)
Cast: 120 (or 116 sts if using US
8) Stitches loosely. Join but be
sure you don’t twist!
This will be a simple 2 x2 rib.
All Rounds: K2, Purl 2.
Continue until you finish the
skein (about 8.5 - 9 inches), saving enough for bind off. Bind
off loosely in pattern and then
weave in the ends. Voila! You
now have a military neck gator!

As of 10 January: 421 Gators
Have been made for 1-17

Richard Shea and his wife, Joyce. circa 1952

We also have a few new Board
Members in the association.
Joseph Tatem, James Kusinski,
David de la Sierra (Who’s already the Association’s Quartermaster), and last but not least,
Jim Rohr graciously accepted a
board position again.

BUFFALO BUGLE EDITOR

Many thanks to Bruce and Gay
Frazer for all their hard work in
making the 2009 reunion a great
success! I also want to congratulate Bruce on becoming the new
President of the Association.
He’s already leading from the
front of the herd and I’m sure
that the association will continue to prosper under his direction
for the next “several years.”
Texas was a wonderful state
to hold the reunion and I don’t
think that we could have held it
in a better town. Carla and I fell
in love with San Antonio and we
hope to visit again sometime in
the future. I want to congratulate a few folks, first Judge Stuart Namm for being voted in as
a “Distinguished Member of the
Regiment” and his lovely wife
Nancy as a “Honorary Member
of the Regiment.” These awards
are long overdue as they’ve
spent years on their documentary on the 17th Infantry Regiment
during the Korean War. My
congratulations also go out to
Ronald Miller for becoming the
next Membership Chairman and
Marc Williams for becoming
the next Association’s Historian.

It has been an honor serving as
your President and I’m looking
forward to spending more time
on the Association’s website, in
which I’ll be re-doing this year.
I’m also looking forward to
improving this publication and
I hope that those of you that
have pictures, information, and
accounts of your time with the
17th, please think about getting
me these things in 2010. I’ve
already started scanning, documenting, and preserving LTG
“Buffalo Bill’s” scrapbook and
the Association will re-present
the book to the 1st Battalion at
next year’s reunion so future
generations of Buffalo can learn
about then Colonel Buffalo Bill
Quinn and the 17th Infantry
during the Korean War.
For those of you that are interested, I’ve created several blogs
on different eras of the 17th
Infantry Regiment. You’ll see a
few of these as links on the Association’s website:
(http://www.17thInfantry.com)
I’ve been updating the “Operation Enduring Freedom” blog
fairly regularly and there are
already several pages of stories,
articles, and photographs on our
men in Afghanistan.
The men of the 4th Battalion,
17th Infantry Regiment lost another good man recently. CSM
Robert Collins passed away in
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his sleep on 2 November 2009.
CSM Collins was the first 4-17
CSM when it was activated in
1984. He was affectionately
called “Chief Buffalo” by all who
served under his command.
I’m already looking forward to
attending the 2010 reunion at Ft
Benning, GA. I know that I say
this every year, but this is one
that you won’t want to miss! I
hear that the new Infantry Museum is amazing and hopefully
if everything goes as planned,
we’ll be re-dedicating the memorial with some corrections
and two additions. One, the
Battle Honors of “Operation Enduring Freedom” from Afghanistan. And the addition of the
Regiment’s 18th Medal of Honor
name, Anthony Kahoohanohano.
If you had any plans on attending a future reunion, this would
be the one. The 1st Battalion,
17th Infantry will be back from
Afghanistan, and I’m sure that
we’ll have a lot of them in attendance at the reunion. Spread the
word and try and get some of
your buddies to attend, Columbus Georgia has really grown a
lot in the past several years and
Ft Benning’s the home of the Infantry, where most of us started
out, not to mention, Ranger and
Airborne Schools.
“Truth and Courage”

Donald Shook
Ephesians 2:8-9
“For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith - and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by
works, so that no one can boast.”

17th Infantry Regiment AssOCIATION

CAP ORDER INSTRUCTIONS
FORMS CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM THE WEBSITE or contact TIM GREEN at csmgreen@gmail.com

STARTING AT ABOUT $40

LANCASTER
UNIFORM CAP CO.
5522 OLIVE ST
MONTCLAIR CA
91763
(909) 949-7070
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~ continued from page 30

Next up was Specialist Shawn
Burke (Severe Left leg damage)
who was down in Ward 47 and
then we met with SSG James
Clark (Left foot amputation)
who was on the 58th Ward.
They were both gracious to see
us and we didn’t stay too long.
As I left SSG James’s room,
I saw Tom Nightingale in the
next room talking with another
soldier and I thought to myself,
what a nice gesture of Tom to
talk with another patient. As I
walked past the room, someone commented that the soldier
that Tom was talking to was
also a Buffalo! I did an about
face and went back to the room
where I was astonished to find
SGM Patrick Corcoran laying
there. SGM Corcoran served
with 1-17 with CSM Tim Green
and they’re good friends. Pat is
a Life Member of the Association and, just to give you a little
information, I was notified on
14 August by an old HHC 1-17
Medic, SFC Patrick Neal, who’s
a Treatment Platoon Sergeant in
Afghanistan, that SGM Corcoran
had been hit the night before.
I sent an e-mail out to several
men who served with SGM
Corcoran including CSM Green,
who kept up with what was going on as much as he could, but
I never thought that he’d be at
Walter Reed, and what dumb
luck that he just happened to be
in the room next to SSG Clark.
He was there with his wife and
we all talked for a good while.
We returned to the hotel to visit
with the two soldiers that were
staying there as outpatients. I

first called SGT Drew McComber who’s from Charlie 1-17 and
told him that we could come up
to see him, but he said, that he’d
be down to see us in the lobby.
We waited for a few minutes
and he came over and introduced himself. SGT McComber’s
arm is in pretty bad shape and
we talked about his progress
and outlook. It was obvious that
he was having trouble supporting his right arm, as it was badly
scarred with pins in his wrist
and hand. He also is missing a
lot of muscle that used to be his
bicep. He has visible burn scars
on his face and has some trouble
seeing, but he said that he’s
come a long way. He also said
that he owed the 1-17 medics for
saving his life in Afghanistan.
He was also very happy to get
another Buffalo nickel, since his
was lost in the IED explosion.
SGT McComber was very upbeat
and talkative and we had a very
pleasurable time with him.
We then met SGT Tanner Kuth,
also an outpatient at the hotel.
We made the trip up to see him
and his mother, who were staying on the 3rd floor. SGt Tanner
also served with SPC Ford in
the Recon Platoon. I gave him
a couple 1-17 Recon tabs along
with his care package and he
was very grateful. We stayed
with them for about 15 minutes
and had some good laughs. He
seems to be coping with his injuries very well and is very alert
and talkative.
All in all, it was a very successful trip, and I again want to
thank my co-workers for their
generosity and compassion.
Many thanks to the 17th Infan-
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try veterans who made the trip
on Saturday and thanks for their
generosity as well. We’re going
to try and make another trip in
two or three months to see the
guys again. I pray that we have
no new 1-17 soldiers waiting for
us when we do.
One last note: I’ve always been
proud to have served my country
and grateful to have been lucky
enough to have served with the
17th Infantry Regiment. We all,
as veterans, brag about our era.
In my opinion, there’s a new kid
in town in that aspect, and he
joins past admirable generations
and is serving his country now
with distinction.
I have a new found honor in
being a “Buffalo.”
God Bless the Regiment!

Donald Shook
17th Infantry veterans that made
the trip:
Donald Shook
Rafael Pabon
RJ Uebersezig
Steve Davis
Byron Sims
Bill DeGraf
Brent Irish
John Moore
Tom Nightingale
Jim McCartin

soon to be leader of many men.
After completing his studies and
graduating from ROTC, Colonel Kelly went on to pursue his
odyssey in the US Army, casting his full effort into every
challenge the Army offered. His
achievements, both tactically
and technically, met and surpassed the Army’s standards.
As a result of his tenacious
efforts and Abilities, Colonel
Kelly soared through the ranks
of the Commissioned Officer Corp. The foundation of
his father’s teachings coupled
with his ever growing hunger
and honed abilities propelled
him further. All these learned
accomplishments were kept
stored in his arsenal,and soon,
this newly assigned Battalion
Commander would unleash his
intent. Colonel Kelly’s calling
was imminent - his purpose
even closer, and soon he would
drive these traits into the men
he would lead into battle.

Colonel Jeffrey Alan Kelly

“Buffalo 6”
1-17 Battalion Commander
2004-2006
Operation Iraqi Freedom III

Most men often question the
meaning of and thoughts evoked
by the word, “Fate,”. Often
these musings or contemplations get lost as one journeys
through life’s trials. For Colonel Al Kelly, fate’s plan was his
clearly-defined calling. A calling
to lead, command, and bring
the young men of the 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment to
the point of death, then smile at

them and say, “Good Job!--now
you’re ready for the real thing!”
Colonel Kelly’s calling to lead
these young and robust men
started back before his assignment to the 1st BN, 17th INF
REGT. Colonel Kelly’s father, a
retired Command Sergeant Major, established the importance
of and values defining words
such as morals, integrity, duty,
and honor. These are the very
heart and soul of this Infantry Soldier. At this point, the
young son of a CSM – his fate
was somewhat unclear to him,
but the calling was there, echoing in his mind That foundation
of leadership was always in the
forefront of his mind, and this
was the major influence on the

39

Somewhere in the small town
of Fairbanks, Alaska, there lay
a small and unorganized unit,
known as the 1st BN, 17th INF –
I know of this place, because
I was a member and stationed
there when Colonel Kelly arrived. The new Battalion Commander’s mission was simply
to train and ready the men for
combat. This is exactly what the
new “Buffalo 6” did - he turned
the heat up. The M1126 (ICV)
Stryker was part of our transformation and newly assigned to
this unit. These two events set
the pace and the rest is history,
for the members of the 1st BN,
17th INF.
~ continued on page 40

~ continued from page 39

Colonel Kelly’s efforts during
the training of and preparation
for our deployment were increasingly noticed. Things were
in motion and there was a new
“snap” in everyone’s step. There
was purpose, direction, and a
driving motivation throughout
the battalion.
During his initial assignment,
I was a platoon sergeant and
always admired his conversations. Colonel Kelly had a way
of inspiring those around him.
Something in his demeanor, the
way he listened, and the character he portrayed, created an environment that was stimulating.
His leadership abilities made us
want to achieve his intentention
– it inspired us. Maybe it was
the funny little way he would tilt
his head back when he looked
at you. Maybe it was his soft
but direct tone, in his response.
Maybe it was his dedication and
loyalty to his newly assigned
men and the 1-17th INF. Regardless, it was working and we
were addicted to his mentorship. There are many instances,
events and details That would
explain “Buffalo 6.” I can simply sum up all of his accomplishments by saying; he accepted
the impossible and rose above
the challenges with greatness
and ease.
Colonel Kelly’s fate is all too
clear now. His accomplishments
rest in the many homes and
families from the 1-17th INF.
They are thankful of the fact
that their loved ones rest peacefully alongside them. Here is
the secret of the Colonel’s intent

– to bring these men home and
complete their mission. Here
is the understatement; here lies
the miracle, for this is the cause
and effect of Colonel Al Kelly’s
“Leadership.” The legacy of our
motto, “Truth and Courage,”
will continue to live on. Somewhere right now, Colonel Kelly
is continuing his efforts. Somewhere Colonel Kelly is providing the purpose, direction, and
motivation needed to accomplish his “intent”. The families
his soldiers rest assured that the
lives and well being of their service member are in the charge of
Colonel Kelly’s leadership.
In my beginning narrative of
Colonel Kelly, I made some
comments on fate. Although
fate is clear; its plan is unknown
to me. I can only end this by
saying, there are many commanders in today’s Army. Many
come and go, some leave a
legacy, and some leave little.
Our struggles throughout foreign lands confront the
soldier of today in many ways.
My calling may lead me again to
uphold and save the American
way of life. This is unclear now;
however, if this were the case,
I know under whose command
I would want to be under. If I
could have it my way, my choice
would confidently be, Colonel Al
Kelly – “Buffalo 6!”
“BUFFALOS”
“TRUTH AND COURAGE”

David C. Dodson, MSG
Member of 1-17
2003 – 2006
Operation Iraqi Freedom III
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2009

17th Infantry Regiment Association Membership Application

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Middle

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Street

Member Status:

City

Active Duty

State

Veteran

Zip

Widow of Veteran

Descendant of Veteran

Veteran Spouse’s Name (or nearest of kin):______________________________________________________
Today’s Date:_____________________________ Phone Number:____________________________________
E-Mail Address:_________________________________________ Fax Number:_________________________
With the 17th From:____________________19________ To________________________19______________
Unit served with (Battalion, Company, etc) :______________________________________________________
Referred to the Association by:________________________________________________________________
For Annual Membership Dues, please enclose $17.00. For Lifetime Membership Dues, please enclose $150.00.
Note: Lifetime Membership includes a 17th Infantry Bronze Buffalo Coin and Certificate.
Please Check One:
New Annual Membership

Renewal Annual Membership

Lifetime Membership

Note: You can have a subscription to the “Buffalo Bugle” for only $10.00 a year if you do not qualify for a 17th
Infantry Regiment Association membership.

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE WHEN FILLING OUT FORM, do not write. Mail completed form and check or money
order made out to the 17th Infantry Regiment Association to Membership Chairman, Ron Miller:
Ronald Miller
4503 Christy Drive
Granbury. Texas 76049
817 - 910 - 9520
E-Mail: millerdog70@hotmail.com
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MEMBER QUESTIONAIRE
What is your primary reason for joining the 17th Infantry Regiment Association?

What do you feel is the most important benefit you receive from being a member of the Association?

What do you feel the Association could do differently to better serve its membership?

Do you have photographs or color slides that we can copy from your time with the 17th Infantry Regiment?

Would you be interested in serving on a comittee or helping in a technical way, i.e, website
administration, database administration, graphic art, technical writing, photography, etc.

Would you be interested in serving as a Board Member or Officer of the Association?

Are you a current member of the National Infantry Association?

Miscellaneous Comments, etc.
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new members

Upgraded to Life

Charles E Billups: K Co 1952-53
Thomas J Farrell: 1-17 Recon 1967-68
Ricardo A Montoya: 1-17 Recon 04-06
Ronald W Wyman: A 1-17 1956-57
Richard J Ramos: 3-17 & 4-17 1983-86
Ronald Miller: B 4-17 1990-93

New Life Members
Todd Feyrer: 4-17 Scout 1990-93
Paul Wilcox: C 3-17 1987-90
Robert Grawburg: C & HHC 1-17 01-06
Joel Kassulke: C 1-17 Afghanistan
Lawrence J Murphy: 1-17 Scout, etc
1986-90 and 1995-97
CSM Peter Smith: 1-17 Afghanistan
Dennis Kalpakoff: B 3-17 1984-87
Terry R Mickelson: A 1-17 1966-67
Terry Edge: 1-17 Mortar 1976-77

New Annual Members
Anthony Young: HHC 4-17 1989-93
Timothy Welter: B 4-17 1984-90
Norman Gray: A 2-17: 1986-89
Jay Tomlinson: C 1-17 Afghanistan
Hans Tolpingrud: C 1-17 Afghanistan
Joshua Bobbitt: C 1-17 Afghanistan
Brian Giroux: C 1-17 Afghanistan
James Twist: HHC 1-17 Afghanistan
Russell Litko: C 1-17 Afghanistan
* John L Hallett: A 1-17
KIA Afghanistan
Seth Wilkin: A 1-17 Afghanistan
Brian Zangenberg: A 1-17 Afghanistan
Kyle Hovatter: A 1-17 Afghanistan
Eugene J Hicks: A 1-17 Afghanistan
Alex Pattersen: A 1-17 Afghanistan
Franky Kim: A 1-17 Afghanistan
Jack Crouch: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Antonio Galvez: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Patrick Montgomery: HHC 1-17 65-66
Robert Tapea: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Michael Kolasinski: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Scott A Mackay: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Andrew J Bellach: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Joshua Meyers: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Jonathan Mills: B 1-17 Afghanistan

Zalman Dass: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Thaddeus B. Mianecki: 1-17 Mortar
Afghanistan
Daniel Boirum: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Spencer Purvines: 1-17 Mortar
James Pope: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Afghanistan
Gordon Woolley: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Rommel G. Sadiarin: 1-17 Mortar
Carlos Valle: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Afghanistan
Richard Thibeault: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Mathew Sampson: 1-17 Mortar
Afghanistan
Canon Harkness: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Joseph M. Saunders: 1-17 Mortar
Ryan Wright: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Afghanistan
Michael Hazard: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Jesse Strader: 1-17 Mortar
Jon Durrett: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Afghanistan
Nicholas Gojekian: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Kevin L. Whitesel: 1-17 Mortar
Shawn Burke: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Afghanistan
Theodore Guggisberg
David Moore: 2-17 1977-80
B 1-17 Afghanistan
Jack W. Birkner: C 1-17 1953
James A Miller: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Dennis Hudson: B 3-17 1991-93
Brian Schroeder: B 1-17 Afghanistan
Jay Benton: B 2-17 & C 1-17
Michael Reed: HHC 1-17 Afghanistan
1980-81 & 1992-93
Eloy Rodriguez: HHC 1-17 Afghanistan
Kedrick Eversole
Adam G Swift: 1-17 Recon
Michael Baker: C 4-17 1990-93
Afghanistan
Matthew F Judge Sr: G Co 1952-53
John A Rebein: 1-17 Recon
Louis Guillaud: HHC 1-17 1984-88
Afghanistan
John T Bloodworth: HHC 1-17
Bryan F Wells: 1-17 Recon
Afghanistan
Afghanistan
Melvin E King: Heavy Mortar 50-51
Clint A Conant: 1-17 Recon
Campa Ascension: D Co 1950-53
Afghanistan
Sean M Conley: B 4-17 1987-90
Joshua J Phillips: 1-17 Recon
Afghanistan
Jeffrey Davis: 1-17 1985
Casey Leimbach: 1-17 Recon
Dean D’Angelo: B 3-17 1980-84
Afghanistan
Clifford McClelland: 17th HQ 52-53
Victor Stonesifer: 1-17 Recon
Richard
T Willbanks: A 1-17 CO 03-06
Afghanistan
Edward M Geer: 2-17 - 1-17 - 3-17
Evan A Hammitt : HHC 1-17
1982-1992
Afghanistan
Clesphus L Rowland: HHC 1-17
Afghanistan
New Lineal Membership
Roy Joel Mejares: HHC 1-17
Robert F. Neumann
Afghanistan
Father of LTC Neumann
Ryan W Wells: 1-17 Mortar
Bob Wise
Afghanistan
Son of 17th CO William Hardick
Mathew L. Adolph: 1-17 Mortar
Rhonda Kiker
Afghanistan
Mother of Mark Goodwin
Christian E Barrios: 1-17 Mortar
Afghanistan
Robert R Janis: 1-17 Mortar
Afghanistan
Alexander Judson: 1-17 Mortar
Afghanistan
Matthew Kuntzman: 1-17 Mortar
Afghanistan
Conyers Lamb: 1-17 Mortar
Afghanistan
Jeremy McKnight: 1-17 Mortar
Afghanistan
Tye Meinen: 1-17 Mortar Afghanistan
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Donald E Shook Jr
17th Infantry Regiment Association
1010 Manor Road
New Kensington, PA 15068

PLEASE KEEP THE MEN OF THE 1-17 IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Vice President of the United States, Joe Biden speaks
at a Fort Lewis memorial for seven, 1-17 soldiers.

