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ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

Friends of the 17th Infantry Regiment,
Our new and improved web
site should be up and running
by time you receive this edition
of our Buffalo Bugle. Donald
Shook has invested many hours
on our behalf to get this site up
and running. Newer features
will be added as we go along,
and we hope that you all will enjoy visiting the pages of this web
site. We have great plans for this
informational tool and hope that
our younger soldiers will use it
as a valuable resource to keep in
contact with our great association.
We have been informed that the
7th Infantry Division will be reactivated at Ft. Lewis-McCord
as a divisional headquarters
that will provide support for the
various brigades stationed at Ft.
Lewis. Perhaps the 17th Infantry
will serve as a unit of the 7th Infantry Division once again.
Our 4th Battalion is getting a
new commander in July. LTC
Max Moore will provide the details, and we hope that some

of our membership can attend
the ceremony on July 6th. Gay
and I certainly look forward to
going and having the chance
to welcome our new Battalion
Commander to the 17th Infantry
Regiment and Association.
We have not received much communication from the 1st Battalion since it returned to Afghanistan. In this case we hope no
news is good news. LTC Davis
should have a report for us in
this issue of the Bugle.
Colonel Steve Gardner was able
to present the Ek Commando
Knife to our SSG Le, of Bravo
Company, 1st Battalion, for his
award of NCO of the Year for
the I Corps at Ft. Lewis. Hats
off to SGT Le and all the men of
the 1st Battalion. I also want to
thank Mrs. Cathy Gardner for all
the great photos she took during
the Deployment Ball at Tacoma,
Washington.
The details of the reunion are
contained within the pages of
this Buffalo Bugle and on the
new web site. I hope the members in the North Central part of
our nation will be able to attend
this great event. Steve Goodwin
has set up a really good plan for
this reunion and we hope to see
you all there. Thankfully, Steve
lives in Chicago and personally
knows his way around and knew
where to set up this reunion and
how to make it all come together. Bob and Sheila Connelly and
Bruce and Gay Frazer are planning a reconnaissance to New
Orleans this summer to investigate the facilities and venues
for our planned reunion in New
Orleans next year. Your association is looking for some folks
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to sponsor this reunion for the
following year of 2013. If you
have never planned or set up a
reunion, this may be a great opportunity to jump into the driver’s seat, and also to enjoy all
the fun and responsibility of doing it. Bob and I will report the
findings, possibilities, and possible costs this October in Chicago. Your Officers and Board
members are looking forward to
see all of you in Chicago this fall.
Have a fun summer and be safe.
Our soldiers are looking out for
us and keeping our country safe
for us all.
Truth & Courage

God Bless the Regulars
Bruce M. Frazer

ASSOCIATION SECRETARY

From the Secretary’s
Ink Well
Except for the time just before
and after the reunion the Secretaries time is pretty open and

there is not a lot to write about.
However, recently I came upon
something that has caused me to
start to put down on paper memories of events and people from
my past. This something was my
80th birthday. This birthday was
more important to my kids than
to me. Occasionally in the past
they would question me about
my military experiences, and as
most of us, I would just fluff it
off. This last birthday though
they seemed to be a little more
persistent.
Thinking about it caused me
to recall a lot of memories that
were put away except when
around others who had experienced many of the same things
that most of us have had while in
the military.

giant to write this stuff. God
knows English was not my favorite subject in school. Give
it a try. Just sit down and start
thinking of events in your life
and write them down. There
need not be any order to them,
just write. YOU’LL LOVE IT..
THE REUNION IS APPROACHING. MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS AND LETS HAVE A
GOOD OLE TIME REMEMBERING!

“Truth and Courage”
Jim Rohr

I had written a couple of articles
sometime back for the Bugle,
but they involved more general
type subjects and not personnel
experiences.
I just finished writing two articles, each one being of a different experience. As I was writing
them it was amazing how much
I remembered, and didn’t realize it, until I started to put them
on paper. I had no notes or references, only my memory. I did
have to refer to a book to get the
dates straight, but that’s all. The
events and names all came back,
some vividly.
I let my daughter read one and
she got very excited and said that
it was about time they learned
about part of their father’s life
that had been a blank spot.
You don’t have to be a literary

BUFFALO QUARTERMASTER

Quartermaster Report
Gentlemen, I hope everyone was
able to spend some time with
their families this Memorial Day,

remembering friends we’ve lost
and enjoying the life that we all
paid for in our blood, sweat and
tears. As they say, all gave some,
but some gave all.. I salute you
and wish you a long and happy
life.
Now on to business, as I told you
in the last issue, we were going
to spotlight an item in this article every issue to promote Esprit
de Corps and to raise money for
the associations’ many charitable
projects, as well as providing
funds for the operations of the
Association such as publication
of the Bugle and stocking the
Buffalo Store. This month we
highlight, the new Association
Golf Shirt which is currently being produced and will be delivered shortly. The shirt is a short
sleeve, navy blue, moisture wicking Izod/Golf style shirt with collar and three buttons and will be
available in Medium, Large, XLarge, and 2XL sizes. The unit
crest will be embroidered over
the chest with the words “17th Infantry Association” embroidered
around the crest. Currently, we
are researching customized embroidered titles below the crest
(i.e. title of DMOR , Board Member, Officer, etc.) and I will provide more details on this in the
future. In stock are the baseball
caps that we sold out so quickly
when last available. The hats are
black or desert (your choice) with
embroidered unit crest and the
words “17th Infantry Association” embroidered above it and
is available in S/M or L/XL sizes.
Lastly, remember the new coins
are available. They are in the
shape of the unit crest and are
~ Continued on page 6
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the Buffalo Ball in Tacoma. It
was an exceptional event from
CSM Dotson’s Grog bowl to
COL Crandall’s comments. In
true fashion the grog bowl was
emptied quickly and the dancing
went late into the night.

BUFFALO “6” 1-17 INFANTRY

1-17 Buffalo 6
Buffalos,
The mighty herd responded to the
Nation’s call and deployed to Afghanistan again. The boys loaded on planes with confidence and
are now established in Regional
Command South area of operations, Kandahar province. Bravo
Company and the 562nd Engineer Company have been cross
attached to other units. The battalion minus (hard to call it that
as with attachments the herd is
still large) is responsible for Spin
Boldak and other districts along
the border of Afghanistan and
Pakistan, an area about the size
of the State of Connecticut. The
land resembles NTC or Yakima.
The mission will be challenging
as we deal with Taliban, the border, and train our partners.

The other event was the brigade
deployment ceremony for which
the weather broke and the herd
looked great for the families on
the parade field at Fort Lewis. I
am sure those events you all remember in your career as markers of time and passages to new
phases. I am proud of the battalion and the professional job
they have done again and again
whether training, ceremonies, or
missions.
Thanks to the association as we
trained up over the last year and
a half.
“Truth and Courage”
Buffalo 6

LTC Timothy Davis

The last couple of months back
home the battalion executed
some significant events. COL(R)
Gardner and COL(R) Crandall
(MOH recipient) were the honorary guest and guest speaker at
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~ Continued from page 5

very unique. They truly
are a work of art. Please
see the last issue of the
Bugle for a more in-depth
description of this beautiful coin. I hope to see all
of you at the reunion this
year in Chicago. Buffalo.

David de la Sierra

Mrs Cathy Gardner enjoys the “Grog”

1-17 DEPLOYMENT BALL
09 March 2011

1-17 NCOs and Colonel Bruce Crandall

CSM and Mrs Timothy Dotson

1-17 Color Guard and LTC Timothy Davis
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BUFFALO “6” 4-17 INFANTRY

4-17 Buffalo 6
There is no doubt this quarter was
the most productive in our preparation for upcoming deployment to Afghanistan. The Buffalos have either been in a Live Fire
Exercise (LFX), Situational Training Exercise (STX), or preparing
for one every week since the Superbowl. We have worked nonstop for over 16-weeks. That’s
half of our deployment when you
account for the time it will take
entering and leaving country.
There is a lot that comes with
16 weeks of training. My Soldiers have cleaned, planned,
rehearsed, executed, critiqued
themselves, and started the
entire process over again for
Marksmanship Ranges, Squad,
Platoon, Company, Mortar, and
Stryker LFX’s. Additionally we
have conducted multiple Platoon,
Company, and Battalion STX’s
events.
In February, we conducted a
small arms density including
ranges for the M4, M320, M249,
and M240B. Every Soldier was
required to qualify on their as-

signed weapon in final preparation for Stryker and Squad live
fires the next week. Our first
building block was to qualify
Stryker crews. With .50 Caliber machine guns and Mk19
grenade launchers firing accurate and controlled burst, gunners showed why the Stryker
is the mounted platform of
the future for the Army. After crews were certified, it was
the Squads turn to execute
a live fire. In their scenario
they moved mounted downrange to recover a downed Raven UAV. Stryker’s engaged
targets while assaulting into
hostile ground as Infantrymen
waited for the dismount point.
Once dismounted, the Stryker
engaged targets from a block-
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ing position as Squads assaulted
a small village with multiple targets. This gave us a clear picture
of every Squad’s strengths and
weaknesses.
After three weeks of Squad and
Stryker live fires, Platoons combined all of their newfound confidence and skills into a Platoon
LFX with outstanding results.
Moving toward a hostile force,
Platoons dismounted and cleared
the Objective (OBJ) while Strykers provided interdiction against
any reinforcements. The Platoons
showed outstanding progress
in controlling multiple moving
pieces. During the first week of
April, the Buffalos took the out of
~ Continued on page 18

BUFFALO “7” 4-17 INFANTRY

4-17 Buffalo 7
Greetings from the Buffaloes
out west, the 4th Battalion of
the 17th Infantry Regiment. The
months are going by quickly as
we prepare the Battalion for the
upcoming deployment to Afghanistan. The Buffaloes have
been working hard over the past
4 months conducting maneuver
and live fire training from the
squad all the way to the Company level. Today we are better
prepared to employ our Infantrymen in any environment and defeat any enemy of this country.
All of you should be as proud of
these Buffaloes as I am.
The Battalion has participated in
one of the largest training events
that’s ever taken place here at
Fort Bliss, TX. The Division
has rightfully named the exercise Iron Focus after the 1st Armored Divisions namesake, Old
Ironsides. Iron Focus found the
Buffaloes visiting training areas
only accessible by foot and Helicopter, almost 100 kilometers
from our Battalion HQ, yet still
in Fort Bliss. The Buffaloes spent
one week of Iron Focus mimick-

ing “Sugar Cookies” as we were
greeted with trails filled with
“moon dust.” Each of our Strykers left huge rooster tails of dust
as we conducted training. Our
Buffaloes had the appearance
of raccoons as we removed eye
wear and exposed the only place
dust free on our bodies. The
training was awesome, Buffaloes climbed 6500 ft mountains
to establish support by fire positions with M240B machine guns,
tripods and 900 rounds of 7.62
ammo. No easy task, it really
goes to show the level of commitment to physical training our
young leaders have undertaken
and imparted in all of our Soldiers.
The Battalion conducted numerous Air Assaults to seek out High
Value Targets as well as to engage the Dari and Pashtu speaking role players to gain their trust
and support. The training missions were complex with highly
unpredictable outcomes that
tested our resolve. The language
and cultural training resident in
our formation brought a great

level of understanding to our
leaders, and helped immeasurably in making viable decisions
that proved to be correct. The
positive way they were greeted
and accepted by the Afghan role
players is only a glimpse of the
impact the Buffaloes will have
during our deployment. Overall
the Buffaloes have trained hard
and we are ready for our upcoming training at the National
Training Center. From individual
weapons training to Company
live fires, all of our training has
been executed with the permeating idea that the skills learned
in training will be used in combat.
The Buffaloes have lived up to
all expectations as we stand as
the Premier Maneuver Battalion
within this Brigade. I am a bit
biased but ask our Soldiers and
they have no doubts that they
are following in the footsteps of
their brother Buffaloes. Soldiers
continue to hone their skills as
~ Continued on page 21

Members of Aco “Attack Company” 4-17 pull security outside a mosque in a simulated village on
Fort Bliss, April 25, 2012
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17TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION REUNION
October 4th, 2012 through October 6th, 2012
Chicago, Illinois at the Marriott - Oak Brook (See Page 19 for hotel details)

NAME
SPOUSE OR GUEST

DAYTIME PHONE

NAME(S) FOR NAME TAGS
Note: This is separate from the Hotel Registration and MUST BE SENT TO Steve Goodwin at the address below.
Member Status: Life_______
Annual_______ Note: If you are an annual member, dues for the year
2012 should be paid by this time. If they are not, please enclose a separate check for $17.00. Your membership year will be on the mailing label of the Buffalo Bugle (example: RA 2012)
$40.00 Reunion Fee (per person): Personalized name tag, lanyard, entertainment, and other reunion items.
This is a MANDATORY CHARGE PER PERSON (18 years and older)
Thursday, October 4th, 2012: (Official Start)
Thursday officially kicks off the reunion and buses leave the hotel at 9:00 AM to
visit Cantigny Park, the home of the 1st Infantry Division Museum. A catered
lunch will also be served (12:30 to 2:30 PM) Afterwards we return to the hotel and
hospilality room.

THURSDAYS
EVENTS:
$40 X ______ People

Friday, October 5th, 2012:
Buses leave the hotel at 10:00 AM for our Chapel services, then it’s off to the
Goodwin’s AO for a good ole fashion barbeque

FRIDAYS
EVENTS:
$40 X ______ People

Saturday, October 6th, 2012:
Board of directors meeting and general membership meeting in the morning
Saturday Evening Banquet (Cash Bar):
Please Circle Your Dinner Choice/s

CHICKEN

BEEF

FISH

SATURDAYS
EVENTS:
$40 X ______ People

PLEASE NOTE: This year will be a BYOB event. There will be no alcoholic
beverages served by the Association in the hospitality room, but you are free to
bring your own. Mixers and water will be provided. Also, if you intend to bring
your children to the reunion, please let Steve know how many and their age/s.

Make Checks Payable to:
“The 17th Infantry Association”
Please send forms and fees to Steve Goodwin
no later than September 20th, 2011

Steve Goodwin
4366 Central Avenue
Western Springs, IL 60558
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REQUIRED
REUNION FEE:
$40 X ______ People
TOTAL DUE:
BY SEPTEMBER 20, 2012 ______________

2012 REUNION: CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
CHICAGO MARRIOT OAK BROOK
OCTOBER 4th, 5th, 6th

*Attende should lan on arriving at the hotel on Wednday, Oct 3rd
Continued on page 19 with Hotel Information, etc.
THURSDAY
Oct 4th, 2012

FRIDAY
Oct 5th 2012

SATURDAY
Oct 6th 2012

Depart Hotel at 9:00 AM:
Location: Cantigny Park, home
of the 1st Infantry Division Museum.
Museum Tour: 10:00 to 12:00

Depart Hotel at 10:00 AM:
Location #1:
Hinsdale Covenant Church

17th Infantry Regiment Association Banquet
Location: Chicago Marriot Oak
Brook 6:00 - 11:00 PM

This is a self-guided tour with docents available on request. This
museum offers acres of beautiful
botanical gardens for your enjoyment as well as access to Col.
Robert McCormick’s private residence. Col. McCormick served as
an officer with the 1st division
during WW1 and was also the
founder of the Chicago Tribune
and WGN radio and television
stations. This is a family friendly
park and one that especially encourages children to attend. For
those needing assistance trams
are available for transportation
between the parks two locations.
Following our tour a catered
lunch will be served beginning
at 12:30 until 2:30. Upon completion of the day’s events we’ll
head back to the hotel for good
times in our hospitality room.

Location #2:
Home of your reunion hosts
Steve and Lauren Goodwin.
We’ll hold our traditional memorial service at my home church
Hinsdale
Covenant
Church.
Upon completion of our service
we’ll head to my home where
we’ll have a good old fashioned
“reunion”. Complete with backyard BBQ catered by a local catering company, Uncle Bubs and
entertainment with a Chicago
influence.
Lunch will be served at noon and
the festivities can go until the local authorities tell us to turn it
down! Complete with beer and
wine. My goal is to make this
as “family-friendly” as possible.
Bring the kids and let them hear
the legends of the 17th tell their
stories and learn more about us
and come to know why we are
a “band of brothers”. Bring pictures and fond memories and
lets have good time. Pray for
good weather!

The duration of Saturday is wide
open. We are located directly
across from Chicagoland’s largest outdoor mall with plenty
of shopping and restaurants to
meet any and everyone’s needs.
The hotel will provide shuttle
service to and from the mall on
request. Additionally, the hotel
also has a Hertz rental agency on
property and can provide rental
cars for easy access any of Chicago’s points of interest.
We’ll have our traditional banquet complete with induction of
officers and board of directors.
This event will also include alcohol service provided by the
hotel and done so on a cash basis. This eliminates the liability
for the association and allows
for that service if you choose.
Upon completion of our banquet
you’re always welcome to return
to the hospitality room and continue your conversation. It is at
this time that the silent auction
will be completed and all items
must be paid for and collected.
~ Continued on page 19
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Selections for Distinguished
Members of the Regiment
(DMOR) and Honorary Distinguished Members of the Regiment (HDMOR) are not based
solely on military accomplishments during an individual’s
time in service, but also on
what the individual has accomplished on behalf of the
Association. The Chairman
of the selection committee is
Association Project Chairman,
CSM Tim Green. Nominations
for DMOR or HDMOR should
be sent to him at

csmgreen@gmail.com

The above badge and a certificate suitable for framing, as
well as orders signed by the
Chief of the U.S. Infantry, are
presented to each awardee.

HCOR

Colonel Steve Gardner

HSMOR

1SG John Moore

DMOR
* SGM Phillip Albert
* Alfred Baumann
SFC Douglas Bell
* Clarence Bennet
Paul H. Bryant
SFC Lawrence Burke
* Dennis Camp
MAJ John T. Carrig
* COL Ralph C. Colley
CSM George Crisostomo

* Joe E. DeFosse
Louis E. Eve
* Andy Ferreira
Eugene P. Feury
Bruce Frazer
Pete Gallo
COL Edward Gibbons
Kevin Gilfether
Steve Goodwin
Joseph Gonsalves
Eulos Graham
* COL Philip Grimm
CSM Timothy Green
George Harvey
* CPT Raymond Harvey *MOH
SGM Fred Hatter
Lawrence Haynes
*HSMOR
Robert R. Heiter
* COL Thomas Hickman
*HCOR
COL Jeffrey P. Holt
MSG Einar Ingman *MOH
Gilbert E. Isham
COL Jeffrey “Al” Kelly
Thomas Nightingale
* BG Ted Mataxis
*HCOR
1SG Matthew Splechter
Stuart Johnson
* Louis Kolb
COL Jackie D. Legg

12

Fred McGee
Joe Midyette
CSM Daryl T. Moore
CSM Timothy Mullins
SGM Walter L. Murrell
Judge Stuart Namm
MSG Robert Northcutt
COL Mike Okita
1SG John Moore
* Tony Perez
Robert Petzold
Arnold Prather
* Rocky Rayos
* BG Royal Reynolds
* Jack Reynoldson
MSG Clarence Rineck
* SGM Richard Robbins
James Rohr
Richard Rosa
* Stewart Rothman
* LT Richard Shea *MOH
COL James Sheldon
Donald E Shook Jr.
SFC Charles Shuck
LTC James Smith
LTC John L. Strube
John A. Sullivan
CSM Mack Vereen
Don Watts
LTC Charles Webster
Richard Whitson
Scott Wickland
SSG Gregory Williams
Bobby Wilson
* Jacob F. Wittler
Darron Wright
* MAJ Neil Young
* Deceased

Association merchandise

Two Sided, Silk Screened
Black T-shirt.
Med-Lrg-XLG-XXL
$20 each

Two Sided, Silk Screened
Grey T-shirt.
Med-Lrg-XLG-XXL
$20 each

17th Infantry Association
Membership Lapel Pin
$4 Each

17th Infantry DUI
(Distinctive Unit Insignia)
$12 (pair)

Old 17th Infantry Association
Membership Lapel Pin
$2 Each

Large Silver Bullion 17th Infantry
Crest - Hand made and great
for blazers, etc $18.00 Each
Large Silver Bullion 17th Infantry Crest - Hand made
with sea dragon $25.00
Each

Old Stryker Association Coin circa 2005
While they last: $3.00 each

Beautiful Epoxy Filled Association Coin
Soon to be obsolete (Afghanistan not listed)
While they last: $6.00 each

Beautiful Epoxy Filled Association Coin
Updated Battle Honors: Afghanistan added
crest shaped: $10.00 each
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17th INFANTRY REGIMENT
ASSOCIATION
QUARTERMASTER STORE
David de la Sierra, Quartermaster
PO BOX 27331
Macon, GA 31221
Phone: (305) 610-8620
E-Mail: dogsinspace@reynoldscable.net

ORDER FORM

DATE

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

SHIP TO:

PHONE NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

QUANTITY ITEM NUMBER

DESCRIPTION

UNIT PRICE TOTAL

SUBTOTAL
Make Checks out to the:
“17th Infantry Regiment Association”

SHIPPING 17%

Note: Credit Card payments only accepted on the Association’s website

DONATION
BALANCE DUE

EXAMPLE: Your order is 32.50, Shipping and Handling would
then be “$5.52” (32.50 X .17 = $5.52)
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE 17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
PLEASE ALLOW THREE WEEKS FOR PROCESSING AND SHIPMENT
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Association merchandise
ORDER FORM ON PAGE 14

The famous “Buffalo Nickel”
two to choose from (Truth &
Courage) or (Korea 1950-1953)
$5.00 Each
“2010 Reunion Special”
Blue with “17 Infantry” & crest
$5.00 while supplies last
(ONLY XXL available)

17th Infantry Pen Knives
Blue-Black-Red-Teal-Green
$5.00 Each
Designate color when ordering

White Vinyl 17th Infantry
Decals. Small or Large
$4 (Small) $7 (Large)

Baseball Cap with embroidered
Unit crest and 17 Infantry
Association.
Black or Tan / S-M or L-XL
$15.00 Each

Coffee Mug with crest &
Crossed 17th Infantry rifles
(Mug is blue with white crest)
$15.00 Each

Mosul and Baghdad 1-17
“We Kicked Ass”
Embroidered Patch
$6.00 Each

ACU “Afghanistan” 1-17 patch Design A
Velcro: $5.00 / Iron on: $4.00

ACU “Afghanistan” 1-17 patch Design B
Velcro: $5.00 / Iron on: $4.00
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BATTLE OF CHUP’A-RI
August - September 1951
Originally Published in the June July 2010 VFW

This is not a name you will find
in many history books, but as we
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the start of the Korean
War, it is a place well worth remembering.

in this battle, just east of a valley that included the village of
Chup’a-ri—and the only major
north-south road in that sector—
clearly shows their importance
to the advance of U.N. forces.

In fact, in describing the 1951 action by the U.S. 7th Infantry Division in that unit’s official history,
the division archivist reported:
“After a brief rest, the division
was ordered into defensive positions north of Hwachon. Toward
the end of August, a number of
limited objective attacks were
ordered to take key terrain features and improve the front lines.
In 10 days, the division captured
five important hills, in what one
division historian has described
as ‘the best fighting in the entire
division’s history.’ ”

Whoever controlled those hills
controlled that road—and access
to strategically important territory along the Kumsong River
about two miles to the North.

Buffalos Up Front. For the 17th
Infantry Regiment (nickname
Buffalos), this 10-day engagement turned into one of its
bloodiest battles of the war. The
Buffalos alone suffered almost
three-quarters of the division’s
losses in the action. Two Buffalo
KIAs were awarded posthumous
Medals of Honor for their heroism.

For the next five days, the regiment was locked in mortal combat with elements of the Chinese
81st Division, fighting for control
of three hills.

The cost was high, but the objectives were critical to the consolidation U.N. forces were attempting to achieve before expected
peace talks would establish a
limit to further advances.
A look at the hills under dispute

Preliminary combat began on
Aug. 26, as the Buffalos attempted to establish themselves on the
southernmost hills in the area.
After two days of give-and-take
fighting over those hills, inclement weather essentially closed
down the operation for three
days. Then the fighting began in
earnest.

Hill 461 was on the west, overlooking the valley and its access
road; Hill 682, a mile directly
to the east of 461; and Hill 851,
another mile farther to the east.
The 1st Battalion’s objective was
Hill 461 and its adjoining terrain.
2nd Battalion was assigned to
capture Hill 682. Hill 851 was the
goal of the 3rd Battalion.
By Sept. 4—10 days after the battle began—all objectives were in
friendly hands.

16

But the Buffalos had paid dearly
for their success.
Wiped Out. Here is how one
survivor, Cpl. Dale Kohman, of
Company I, 3rd Battalion’s assault on Hill 851, described the
battle in a letter home to his
wife: “We got wiped out… they
really got it. There isn’t a Third
Battalion. K Company, I Company wiped out completely. There
are a few of us yet and we’re
holding 851. We got this hill the
morning of the first and the next
morning at 12:30 we got bandied
by three regiments of Chinks. It
lasted until 7:30 in the morning.
“And we only had a few rounds
of ammunition left. They said
we wiped out two regiments of
Chinks and it sure looks like it
around here. A guy can’t walk unless you stumble over a Chink…
That’s the worst we ever got it.
They blew a whistle and away
they came…” Other members of
the 3rd Battalion echoed Kohman’s recollections of that night.
Pfc. Gerald Price, an I Company
57mm recoilless rifleman, remembers, “They hit us bad. As
I recall, one of my buddies told
me when I got back that there
were something like 218 men in
the company when we went up
there and, after that night, they
had only about 80 that weren’t
killed or wounded.”
Sgt. David Blunt, a K Company
mortar squad leader, recalls:
“We got the daylights shot out
of us. We took that hill and the
Chinese wanted it back and they
wanted it bad. We were shorthanded. Half of our men were
gone. We were filling in wherev-

er we could. I had a whole mortar
crew when we went up that hill,
but they were all [eventually] either dead or wounded.
“I was the only one left. I filled
in with this BAR gunner. He lost
his assistant, so I was taking cartridges out of a machine gun belt
and loading them into magazines
for him.”
Fight to Finish. Over on Hill 682,
the 2nd Battalion was having an
equally vicious fight.
On Aug. 31, “When his platoon
leader was killed, Cpl. William F.
Lyell, Company F, assumed command and led his unit in an assault on strongly fortified enemy
positions located on commanding terrain,” reads his Medal of
Honor citation.
“When his platoon came under
fire, Cpl. Lyell seized a 57mm
recoilless rifle and delivered
deadly accurate fire, completely
destroying an enemy bunker,
killing its occupants.

“When the unit was again subjected to intense hostile fire
from other bunkers, he charged
forward hurling grenades, and
although painfully wounded in
this action he pressed on throwing grenades as he ran forward.
“He then led his platoon to the
north slope of the hill where effective fire was delivered against
the enemy in support of friendly
troops moving up. Fearlessly exposing himself to enemy fire, he
continuously moved about directing and encouraging his men
until he was mortally wounded
by enemy mortar fire.” Pfc. Tony
DeSantis from H Company remembers that in the Sept. 1 battle, 17 men were lost from his
machine gun section— killed or
wounded. When he took those
names to the company CP the
next morning, one KIA on the
list was Pfc. Anthony Kahoohanohano.
This native Hawaiian is due to
receive a posthumous Medal
of Honor. His original Distin-

guished Service Cross citation
reads: “Pfc Anthony T. Kahoohanohano, Company H, was in
charge of a machine-gun squad
supporting defensive positions
when a numerically superior enemy force launched a fierce attack. Because of the overwhelming numbers of the enemy, it was
necessary for the friendly troops
to execute a limited withdrawal.” Although he was painfully
wounded, Kahoohanohano continued to face the enemy alone.
Fighting fiercely, he eventually
ran out of ammo. Then he fought
hand-to-hand until killed.
Eleven enemy soldiers were found
lying dead before the emplacement and two inside it, beaten to
death with an entrenching shovel.
His one-man stand inspired his
fellow infantrymen to launch a
successful counterattack.
These fallen heroes were just
two of the 175 7th Division soldiers killed in action at the Battle
of Chup’a-ri. Another 594 were
wounded. Such sacrifices characterized the dedication of all the
war’s veterans.
This obscure yet epic battle deserves to be remembered as a
highlight of the Buffalos’ considerable contribution to South Korea’s defense.

Buffalo!

“Truth and Courage”

The 17th Infantry Regiment Memorial at Ft Benning, GA
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~ Continued from page 8

sector mission and deployed to
the town of Playas, New Mexico.
Playas is a dedicated training site
for military and first responder
agencies. Located approximately 110 miles west of Ft. Bliss near
the U.S. - Mexican border, Playas
provided an excellent location for
our Battalion to hone it’s skills
in a full spectrum environment.
With realistic villages and real
Afghan role-players, the event
closely models what one can expect as far as sights, sounds and
smells once in theater. Soldiers
were introduced to the difficulties of trying to communicate
and find common ground all the
while working through an interpreter to bridge the language
barrier. With an elaborate scenario that had multiple possible
outcomes due to Soldier-civilian
interaction, the Buffalos did a
great job of winning and keeping the peace. The Soldiers
showed their ability to map and
catalogue an area of operations
and create an operational understanding of their environment
rapidly on a dynamic battlefield.
After Playas and a short work
week after Easter, the Soldiers
began preparing for Iron Focus.
Iron Focus was a Division run
training event that included Situational Training and Live Fires
at a Company level. During this
training event the battalion conducted multiple STX lanes, LFX
lanes and one Company out of
sector Air Assault. The planning
for the mission was conducted
on a short time line with limited information. The Buffalos
however, proved once again why
they are continually chosen by
the Brigade Commander for the

challenging missions.
As the Buffalos have grown in
tactical competence in the field,
so have we grown in numbers.
In April we stood up our fifth
company, the ACE Team, or Afghan community Engagement
Team. The ACE is an organization made up solely of females
and modeled off of the Female
Engagement Teams initially started and used by the Marine Corps.
The intent of the ACE is to provide language trained females to
be able to interact within the Afghan society. By having this added capability, the Battalion and
the Brigade will be able to better
interact and understand both the
male and now the female aspect
of a foreign culture.
While currently the ACE is only
37 strong, it is growing everyday with monthly Assessments
and selections being conducted.
The first 36 are currently in language training in order to be able
to converse at a conversational
level. An extremely challenging
task for most, they are all doing
well and look to be completed in
August. Upon completion of the
first Cohort’s language course,
they will then begin to be integrated in basic Infantry soldier
tasks. The intent behind this is
to ensure they understand the
techniques and tactics of the
units with which they will be operating.
Finally as I bring this note to a
close, I must also mention that
my time as Buffalo 6 is drawing to an end. On July 6, 2012 I
will relinquish command to LTC
James Van Atta. As I look back
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on my time as Buffalo 6 I realize
that this unit, which started with
an uncasing of the colors and 1
CSM has grown to over 710 combat ready Soldiers. This is a bittersweet time of changing command is softened in the fact that I
have done all I can to prepare the
Buffalos to go into harm’s way.
Thank you.
Buffalo 6 Out!

LTC Max Moore

~ Continued from page 11

These items will be on display
throughout the event and provide
a great support to the association. Lastly, we’ll have our hospitality room charge of $40.00
per person. Please keep in mind
that this covers any amenities for
our hospitality room and organizational needs of the association
to prepare for our reunion. This
also includes the water and soft
drinks that will be on our buses
throughout the day.
I hope we’ll see you here this
year, but if you can’t make it
pass this along to a fellow Buffalo and tell him to get to Chicago!

See you soon,

Steve Goodwin
(773) 263-2619

Please note:
All of the scheduled events
are priced at $40.00 each and
you may attend any or all of
the events. Breakfast provided
daily with your room fee. Our
cutoff date for the guaranteed
room rate is Sept. 4th. Please
also have the reunion forms to
me no later that 20 September.
If you’re bringing your kids, let
me know how many are coming
and what ages they are.

17th Infantry Regiment
2012 Association Reunion
Chicago Marriot - Oak Brook
1401 West 22nd Street
Oak Brook, IL 60523
Toll-free: 1 800 228 9290
Phone: 1 630 573 8555

Rate: $119.00 per night
Inclusive of Breakfast Buffet for
up to four people per room.
Centrally located and convenient access to Chicago’s largest
outdoor shopping mall. Shuttle
to and from the mall available
upon request. There is also on
site access to Hertz Rental Cars
on the property and the hotel is
conveniently located between
both of Chicago’s major airports,
O’Hare and Midway. Expect Taxi
fares in the range of $35.00 dol-

lars from airport to hotel. This
hotel provides easy access to a
multitude of Chicago’s points of
interest.
* Please inform the hotel you
are with the 17th Infantry Regiment Association when securing your reservations.
Also any special needs or room
requests should be arranged
at this time. Please retain your
confirmation number.
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HDMOR

Honorary Distinguished
Members of the Regiment

Margaret Baumann
Ulrike Bell
Alan Bjerke
JoAnn Brigham
Catherine I. Bryant
Robert Buerlein (Ek Knives)
Stefania Burke
Mary Jo Camp
Cathy Colley
Leslie Drumhiller
Carolyn Eve
Fran Feury
Gay Frazer
Charlotte Gallo
Donald Garner
Sally Harvey
Joyce Himka
Evelyn Haynes
Carol Heiter
John Hillman
Peggy Holt
Mardelle Ingman
Ardith Isham
Richard Kabaker
Ellen Legg
Mark Marques
Helma Mataxis
Roy P. Montgomery
Alicyn Moore
Chiara Murrell
Nancy Namm
David Nethken
Maggie Nightingale
Lynn Okita
Teresa Robbins
Alma Rohr
Carol Rosa
Lee Rothman
Crystal Sherwood
Carla Shook
Margaret Smith
Christy Splechter
Shirley Stoddard
Janet Strube
Marie Sullivan
Mary Watts
Lee Whitson
Patricia “Pat” Wilson
Tomicene Wilson
Laura Wittler

BUFFALO BIO

1SG EUGENE HICKS (USA RET)
Alpha 1-17 1SG 2009-2011
Operation Enduring Freedom
My time spent with the Soldiers and leaders of A Company
1-17th was one of extreme pride
and one that I will always remember as the capstone of my
21 year career. My time began
at in HHC working in the S-3
shop with Captain John Hallett,
SFC Peppin (now 1SG) and SGM
Lon Kindler. It was nice to get
back into the Infantry world after spending time at Boise State
University as a military science
instructor for the ROTC program.
My welcome to the battalion was
“pack your stuff we are leaving
for Yakima tomorrow”. With
this running start to hone our
technical and tactical proficiency, I immediately understood
how important and strenuous
our work up for Iraq (where we

were originally to be deployed)
was going to be. Working with
CPT Hallett and the rest of the
S-3 shop crew allowed me to see
and work with some of the best
soldiers in 1-17th. I came down
on the E-8 list and was allowed
the privilege of becoming the
First Sergeant of Alpha Company taking over for a great leader
1SG Mark Hamil.
Alpha Company was full of great
Platoon Sergeants and Platoon
Leaders who lead our Soldiers
from the front and epitomized
professionalism and tactical
proficiency. These Soldiers displayed their versatility from
Shah Wali Kot to Helmand (A
Co would be awarded the Presidential Unit Citation (Navy))
working with 1st Battalion, 17th
Infantry and 2nd Battalion, 1st
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Infantry we were able to display
our combat prowess and help
with the fight from FOB Ramrod.
My first platoon as a new Sergeant First Class was with Alpha Company 1st Battalion,
24th Infantry Regiment (Deuce
Four) so it seemed like fate that
I would end my career with Alpha Company 1st Battalion, 17th
Infantry Regiment. I am extremely proud to have spent the
twilight of my career with some
of the most dedicated and professional Soldiers our great Battalion had. We lost many Soldiers in Afghanistan during our
deployment but I believe that
each would have been proud to
be associated with the long lineage of great Soldiers that have
served with the “Buffalos”.
I retired in March of 2011 and
moved to Boise, Idaho. I am
currently a graduate student at
the University of Southern California working towards receiving my Master degree in Social
Work. My goal is to continue to
help our Soldiers and Veterans,
past and present, who may have
problems associated with the
trauma of combat.
I am proud to say I am a Buffalo
and equally proud to say that
I served with our Nation’s finest Soldiers and leaders. Let us
never forget those that gave all
from Alpha Company;
SGT Tom Troy 18 August
CPT John Hallett 25 Aug
SPC Dennis Williams 25 Aug
SPC Kevin Graham 26 Sep
SPC Kyle Coumas 21 Oct

Eugene John Hicks (1SG USA RET)
United States Marine Corps 6/1989 – 7/1997
(Honorably discharged as a Sergeant E-5)
United States Army 7/1997 – 3/2011
(Honorably discharged as a First Sergeant E-8)

Positions and Units in the Marine Corps
•2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe
Bay, Hawaii
(Rifleman, Squad Automatic Rifleman, Shoulder Launched Multi-Purpose
Assault Weapon (SMAW) Gunner)
•3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, Marine Corps Air Station, Kaneohe
Bay, Hawaii
(Team Leader)
•A Company, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, Marine Corps Air Station,
Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii
(Deep Reconnaissance Sniper Team Leader)
•Marine Detachment, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69), Norfolk
(Marine Security Forces)
•Marine Detachment, USS Enterprise (CVN-65), Norfolk
(Marine Security Forces NCO)
•1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, California
(Scout Sniper Instructor, Primary Marksmanship Instructor)

Positions and Units in the United States Army
•2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii
(Team Leader)
•3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, Schofield Barracks
(Brigade Commanders Driver)
•2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry Regiment, Schofield Barracks
(Squad Leader)
•3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, Schofield Barracks
(Assistant Operations Sergeant)
•1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, Camp Casey, ROK
(Weapons Squad Leader)
•1st Battalion, 24th Infantry Regiment, Fort Lewis, Washington
(Platoon Sergeant)
•Boise State University, Army ROTC, Boise, Idaho
(Military Science Instructor)
•1st Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment, Fort Lewis, Washington
(Assistant Operations Sergeant)
•1st Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment, Fort Lewis, Washington
(First Sergeant)

Deployments
August 1990 – April 1991 SWA Desert Shield and Desert Storm
August 1991 – December 1991 Okinawa
June 1994 – December 1994 Mediterranean Tour (USS Dwight D. Eisenhower)
Dec 1994 – May 1995 Operation Uphold Democracy, Haiti
July 2001 – October 2003 Republic of South Korea
October 2004 – October 2005 Mosul, Iraq (OIF)
July 2009 – July 2010 Afghanistan (OEF)
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~ Continued from page 9

the Warrior Leaders Course, the
Advanced
Noncommissioned
Officer’s Course and the Senior
Leader’s Course. The experience
that they bring back to the herd
often proves invaluable as they
are given the opportunity to
learn their craft without distraction. Numerous Buffaloes have
completed their Noncommissioned Officer Education System
courses with distinction and we
wish to applaud them for their
dedication.
The Families of the Buffaloes
have grown into a strong and cohesive unit, assisting each other
in times of need and taking care
of the herd. Without their continued support this organization
wouldn’t be able to conduct its
mission. There have been 9 new
Buffaloes added to the Western
herd, congratulations to each
family on their new additions.
Change seems to be the constant in any Army organization
and the 4th Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment is no different. On
the 6th of July the Buffaloes will
conduct a Change of Command
as LTC Moore relinquishes command to LTC James Van Atta.
It has been an honor serving
alongside LTC Moore; we will
undoubtedly see you on the high
ground.

CSM Edison M Rebuck
Buffalo 7

CONGRATULATIONS BUFFALO LE
SSG Haidang Le - I Corps 2011 NCO of the Year

The 17th Infantry Regiment’s Honorary Colonel, Steve Gardner presents SSG Le the
“Buffalo Blade” (an Ek Commando knife from the Association.)

JOINT BASE
LEWIS-MCCHORD, Washington
After competing in three-daysworth of testing and evaluation
on a range of tactical and technical common skill Army subjects, the winners of the I Corps
NCO and Soldier of the Year
Competition were named. The
top non-commissioned officer is
Sgt. Haidang H. Le of Company
B, 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, and the winning
Soldier is Specialist Anthony A.
Wooley of the 595th Military
Police Company, 508th Military
Police Battalion, 42nd MP Brigade.

SGT HAIDANG H. LE, an infantryman assigned to 1st Battalion,
17th Infantry Regiment had the
highest APFT score among the
male NCOs at 337 and received
perfect scores on the written
exam and land navigation tasks.
He also had the highest marksmanship score and an unmatched
knowledge of the Army Warrior
Tasks. All of this contributed to
his win over the other NCOs in
the competition.

Sgt. Le of San Diego, Calif., and
Spc. Wooley of Homestead, Fla.,
scored high marks performing
basic Soldier and combat related
tasks during the I Corps NCO
and Soldier of the Year Completion while competing against
nearly a dozen other JLBM
units’ NCOs and Soldiers in their
category.
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CSM Mack Vereen cases the 4th Battalion colors during
a ceremony at Ft Ord in July of 1993 which officially deactivated 4-17, ending the “Lightfighter” era.
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A Photograph of then Captain, Harold Moore. LTG Moore served as the 17th
Infantry’s Regimental S - 3 in 1952 during the Korean War.

Congratulations to SGT Timothy Keener, of HHC
4-17 Infantry, for being chosen as the 1/1 AD NCO
of the Quarter.

Spc. Justin Mullen, combat medic with 1st Battalion, 17th
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, scans his sector during a patrol in Enjergay, Afghanistan, June 2, 2012.
Mullen is a native of Oxford, Pa.
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SGT James Dillman and SGT James Roberts, both members of 2nd Platoon, Cco 1-17 load up their gear prior to a
dismounted patrol in Enjergay, Afghanistan on June 2, 2012.

Pvt. Anthony Germain assigned to Charlie Company 4/17 Infantry,
1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, provides security in
the mock village of Waigali during Operation Iron Focus on Fort Bliss,
Texas, April 26, 2012.

25

A Modified Jeep used as a Recon Vehicle by the 17th Infantry I&R Platoon (1952) If anyone has additional
information on this vehicle, please contact Donald Shook

“M203 Grenadier” painted by Michael
Shane when he served with B 3-17 Infantry at Ft Ord, California in the late 1970’s.
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“Buffalo Blade”
The 17th Infantry Regiment now has an official
fighting knife!

Knife (as shown) $349
Optional Display Case: $59
Free Shipping for Association
Members (APO and CONUS)
Bob Buerlein
Ek Commando Knife Co.
(804) 257-7144
www.EkKnife.com
HQ@EkKnife.com
17th Infantry’s HCOR, Steve Gardner presents SSG
Le of Bco 1-17 an Ek commando knife for being
named the 2011 “I Corps NCO of the Year”

The Association has teamed up
with the Ek Commando Knife
Company for some high quality, battle-tested combat knives
for official presentations such
as Soldier and NCO of the year.
These will also be available to
Members of the Association for
purchase. What a great functional item to show your pride
in serving with the Regiment.

Infantryman in mind as the
guard and X-Head Fasteners are
solid brass. Note the wide “gripping grooves” on the Micarta
grips. Contact Bob Buerlin for
ordering (make sure you mention the 17th for the discount.)

Ek Commando Knives, famous
since 1941, have been battle
proven in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Afghanistan, and Iraq. They are proud
to be the living link continuing
the tradition that dates back to
the days of John Ek, himself, in
1941.
Much thanks goes to CSM
Green for spearheading the efforts to get these produced for
the Association and it’s members. These are made with the
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UPDATED VFW STYLE CAP INFORMATION
Show Your Regimental Pride with the VFW Style Caps
It’s been a few years since we included
the Association Cap ordering form in the
Buffalo Bugle, and we have some updated
Company information as well. These are
sharp caps that you can personalize and
wear with pride. You can now download
the form on our website under the 17th
Infantry Quartermaster Store Link (Under
VFW Style Cap). If you don’t have internet
access, please feel free to contact me and
I’ll send you the form via “Snail Mail”.
New Company information is as follows:
`American Heroes Mfg., Inc.
4681 Arrow Hwy. Unit A
Montclair, CA 91763
Tel. (909) 398-0100
Fax (909) 398-0110

Right Side Example

CSM Timothy Green
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Left Side Example

H O N OR

ARY COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

Spot Report #7
It was a great pleasure to recently
present the Association’s Commando Knife to I Corps Soldier
of the Year, SSG Le of B Company 1-17. A very well deserved
award to a great soldier.
I was also able to briefly address
the 1-17th leadership and wished
them a safe and successful de-

ployment from all of us in the
Association. The Battalion is
well prepared and I’m sure will
do an outstanding job in Afghanistan. They will be deployed for
9 months without any R&R leave
during the deployment. 4-17 also
is preparing for a deployment
early next year. Both battalions
will change command, one this
summer, 4-17, and 1-17 upon return from their deployment. Introducing ourselves to the new
leadership will help inform them
of our Association’s activities
and benefits to the active battalions. Our President has already
begun this with a welcome email to both incoming battalion
commanders.
As you know, increasing Association membership is every
member’s responsibility. I encourage all of you to contact
your former Buffalo comrades
that you served with to encourage them to join our Associa-

tion. While the active battalions
are a great source of potential
members, recruiting former Buffalos is an excellent way to grow
our Association. Soldiers with
positive experiences with the
Regiment will want to reconnect
with past friends and comrades.
Our annual reunions provide this
opportunity and our Bugle is an
outstanding publication to inform and recall past experiences. We all need to work to keep
our association healthy through
a strong membership.
Hope to see you all in Chicago at
our annual reunion. It will be a
great one!

Buffalo!
Steve Gardner
HCOR

Colonel Gardner in 1993 commanding 4-17 Infantry
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UNGI RIVER ATTACK NOVEMBER 14, 1950
75MM Recoilless Rifle, M Company 17th Infantry Regiment
Corporal James Rohr, Gunner
The last week of October, 1950
we were just South of the North
Korean city of Kapsan, on route
to the Yalu River. We moved into
position on a horseshoe curve
on a mountain road overlooking a mesa that dropped off to
the Ungi River. Although the
river couldn’t be seen from our
position, the cut of the terrain
told us that it was there. Also
the road we were supposedly
blocking ran directly to the river
so we were updated everyday
by patrols passing through our
position. We stayed in this position for about 10 days before the
Regiment went on the attack.
This was an unusual placement
for a 75 MM Recoilless as the
field of fire was very limited.
We were not attached to a rifle
company, and apparently were
in a general support position.
We had no security other then
our gun crew and were there on
our own. Once in a while the
company jeep would appear and
hang around, but no one was
with the driver. We never could
figure out what he was doing.
However he didn’t do it for long
as one night it got down to 20+
degrees below 0. He stayed in
the Jeep with the motor running
and died during the night from
the exhaust fumes.
The day-to-day routine consisted of trying to keep warm, as
the temperature was always near
or below zero, and attempting to
find ways to make the C rations

more palatable. It was a big
event when new rations arrived
and we began our own version
of Lets make a Deal. The spaghetti and beans and franks
were my favorites. Trying to
make ice cream in a canteen cup
with snow, powdered milk and
the chocolate disk from the C
rations was always an adventure
in good eating. One of the guys
was sent to the aid station with
severe diarrhea, which eventually we all suffered, and returned
with a large can of dehydrated
eggs. Immediately we opened
it and got the squad stove fired
up. Well, let me tell you those
were the greenest eggs I ever
saw, this side of Easter. It didn’t
phase us though as we dug in
and tried to eat them. They were
worse than the proverbial rotten
eggs.
On the third or forth day the
mess Sgt showed up with a hot
breakfast which consisted of
pancakes and bacon. Unfortunately by the time they got to
us, as they had to also serve the
other section, everything was
ice cold. Didn’t bother us one
bit as we fired up the ¾ ton
and heated it all up the best we
could on the hot manifold.
We also had a real problem
with frostbite. Many men were
lost because of frozen feet and
fingers. Our medic advised us to
check each other’s feet daily to
insure nothing was happening.
The now infamous Snow Packs
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we wore did more to hurt us
then protect us. The felt insoles
held the moisture which would
then freeze. To eliminate this
problem we would keep an extra
pair of socks and insoles inside
our shirts, against our bodies to
dry them and then change them
every day in an attempt to keep
our feet dry. We didn’t smell
good but it worked as not one
man from our unit got frost bite.
Early one morning we observed
movement on the mesa across
the river. To our surprise it was
a horse-drawn North Korean
artillery piece with a crew of 3
or 4. They started to set up their
gun when our Platoon Sgt, Sgt
Bruce Greathouse, decided we
should put some fire on them.
They were further than our direct fire range of 2100 yards so
we decided to fire indirect. Now
trying to fire the 75 RR as an
indirect fire weapon is a hilarious thing to behold. First you
have to find a defilade so the
back blast will have a place disperse without throwing the gun
25 yards to the front. Secondly,
you have to have some training with the indirect fire sight
so you’ll know what you doing.
We never had that training, and
after this experience the sight
went “missing in action”. We
finally got set up, guessed at
the range and aligned from a
compass reading. After doing
all this get ready stuff you now
have to lower the barrel so a
round can be loaded and then

M20 75 MM RECOILLESS RIFLE

Length - 6 ft. 10 in.
Weight - 114.5 lbs.
Rifling - Uniform, right hand, 1 turn in 25
Breech - Interrupted screw
Range - 7000 yards (HEAT round)
Muzzle Velocity - 1000 ft./sec. (HEAT round)
Projectile Weight - 3.19 lbs. (HEAT, shaped charge)
Armor penetration - 4 inches

realign again. This being done,
we noted the NKPA gun crew
was having some problems getting set up also and we wanted
to get the first round off so I
pushed the plunger and off our
round of HE went. When I say
went, it went so far off that the
explosion was the only clue to
the fact that it did go somewhere. The gun jumped about
10 feet to the front and tipped
over. Apparently the defilade
wasn’t deep enough to absorb
the back blast, to say the least.
We accomplished our mission though as the NKPA crew
packed up, left and never fired
a round. We all stood there in
awe of our indirect fire expertise and laughed like hell. In 60
years I’ve never told anyone this
story and I’m sure you understand why. At the San Antonion
Reunion, Sgt Greathouse (now
deceased) and I recounted this
story and laughed just as hard
again.
On November 14th we were
given the mission of supporting
L company who was the lead
element in the 3rd Battalion attack across the Ungi River. The
day before, the 13th Combat
engineers laid a barrel bridge

across the river just under the
surface of the water. During
the night the NKPA opened the
gates on the dam to increase the
water flow making the bridge
unusable. L Company was holding waiting on artillery support
that never came. The weather
that morning was clear and
between 20 and 30 below zero.
The story was that the artillery
recoil mechanisms were frozen
and the guns inoperative.
We got the word to start firing
at any target of opportunity in
an effort to help L Company get
over the bridge. We fired as fast
as were could spreading the fire
across the area to the front of
L Company. The first men attempting to wade across came
under very heavy return fire and
several men of the lead element
were wounded and one was
killed. To escalate the problem
they started to freeze as soon
as they hit the river. The attack was cancelled and the men
were stripped down and put in
sleeping bags to thaw them out.
There were 18 men who entered
the water and all were put down
by severe frostbite. As told to
me by Pfc Bill Robinson, the
Platoon Sgt, M/Sgt Carl Foster,
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Pfc Robinson and their Platoon
Leader were the first three to
attempt to get across the river.
They were knocked down by the
swift current, and under very
heavy fire made it across. They
laid down on the shore trying
to avoid the enemy fire and the
river stones immediately froze
to their uniforms. They realized they had to get back and as
they ran back into the river they
were pulling off the stones that
were frozen to them. They made
it back as others in the platoon
pulled them out as the current
swept them down river. Their
uniforms had to be cut off. They
were taken to a village in sleeping bags and put in a warming
house, given hot coffee and
food. They recovered quickly
but were hauled around for 3
days in the sleeping bags until
they could get new uniforms.
During the next two days the
Regiment fought off several
“suicide attacks” by the NKPA
and we finally made it to the
city of Kapsan. Shortly after
that, the town of Hyesanjin and
the Yalu River.
“Truth and Courage”

Jim Rohr

KOREAN WAR 1950-1953
An unknown Captain receiving the Silver Star (late 1952)

A 17th Infantry soldier with Korean orphan Circa
1951-1952

1LT Richard Whitson in 1952 : Transport to
Koje-do Island with the 17th Infantry,

17
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Colombian Bn’s Commanding Officer

Our very own Tom Nightingale receiving the Wharang
Service Medal of Korea for gallantry in action during
the Korean conflict (Presented in 1955)

South Korean Wharang Service Medal

17th Infantry soldier during the Battle of Pork Chop
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Brother Buffalo,

is close to Pittsburgh. I was
very fortunate to locate James’
sister Dolores who still lives in
Coraopolis. I met with Dolores
and her husband Luke in March
and they were gracious enough
to let me scan some photographs
of James, along with the Agosy
magazine article which I’ve reproduced in this issue. It was
an honor spending the afternoon with Luke and Dolores and
I thank them for sharing their
memories of James. If you knew
James and would like to contact
Dolores, please contact me and
I’ll get you in touch with her and
Luke.

I hope that this newsletter finds
you all well and I apologize for
being a few weeks late in getting this issue to you. It’s been
a pretty busy several months for
me, but also very productive. In
February, our President asked if
I could try and locate any of 1LT
James Balduzzi’s relatives, as he
was from Coraopolis, PA which

The Association was also contacted by two of MSG Howard
Hovey’s relatives. First was CSM
Larry Jackson (USAF RET) MSG
Hovey is his Great Uncle, Then
we were contacted by Meredith
Hovey who is MSG Hovey’s
daughter. She was only eleven when her father was killed
on Pork Chop Hill. After many

BUFFALO BUGLE EDITOR

Luke and Dolores Asaro
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years and learning more about
his actions on that day, they are
attempting to upgrade his Distinguished Service Cross to the
Medal of Honor. I first assisted
Meredith in contacting Elaine
Kaho’ohanohano - Schultz who
is Anthony Kaho’ohanohano’s
sister. After many years Elaine
and her family were successful
in upgrading Anthony’s DSM to
a MOH. We hope at the least
that Elaine and her family can
provide Meredith some insight
on the process. I also had the
pleasure in speaking with David
Wilcox who served with MSG
Hovey in Aco 1-17. He provided
some great information to Meredith and I am planning on getting up to Ohio to meet with
David some time in the near future, as he only lives a few hours
away from me. As you can all
imagine, this will be an up hill
battle for the Hovey family and
ANY help would be greatly appreciated by anyone who knew
and served with MSG Hovey. As
I told Meredith, it’s a “win-win”
for the Hovey family as even if
they aren’t successful in having
his award upgraded, the family
will learn more about MSG Hovey and his actions with the 17th
Infantry Regiment. Please find
Meredith’s contact information
on page 37.
The Association was also contacted by Ann Mcparlan - Mchugh
- Rooney from Ireland and she
is searching for information on
Chaplain Daniel Rooney, who
served with the 17th Infantry
Regiment during the Korean War
(Many of you served with him.)
See the small blurb on page 37
about her quest and if you have
any information or stories about

Chaplain Rooney, please pass it
on to Ann in Ireland.
The 1st Battalion has been deployed and they’re currently
serving in the Ganjitsu region
of Southern Afghanistan (Spin
Boldak district) under the command of LTC Timothy Davis.
Unfortunately as I write this article, I have just been informed
that the battalion sustained its
first KIA during their deployment. SFC Barett McNabb was
a member of 562 EN Company,
who while in garrison is attached
to 1-17 Infantry however, down
range the Engineer Company has
been split up amongst the BDE
for route clearance. My thoughts
and prayers go out to his family
as well as the rest of the 1st battalion. May they all serve with
distinction and return home safe
to their families.
The 4th battalion is training hard
and gearing up for its 2013 deployment and it was tough to get
the news that LTC Max Moore
would not be deploying to Afghanistan with the battalion due
to new Army Command Policies.
We know that he’ll do well in his
next assignment and I want to
wish him and his family all the
luck in wherever they go. I thank
them again for their friendship
and support of the Association. I
will not forget the great time that
we had at Ft Bliss when the Battalion was activated in January
of 2013. I have not yet had the
opportunity to speak with the
incoming battalion commander,
LTC James Van Atta, but I’m sure
that we’ll have at least a bio and
photograph of him in the next
Buffalo Bugle.

The 7th Infantry Division is being re-activated at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord in October of
this year! The soon-to-be reactivated division will encompass 2nd Brigade, 2nd Infantry
Division; 3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division; 4th Brigade,
2nd Infantry Division; 17th Fires
Brigade and 16th Combat Aviation Brigade, for a total of some
17,000 Soldiers. But as a non
deployable headquarters, the
new division headquarters and
its estimated 250 personnel will
primarily focus on making sure
soldiers are properly trained
and equipped, and that order
and discipline is maintained in
its subordinate brigades. It also
looks like Major General Stephen R. Lanza will be the Commanding Officer.
The Division will not be deployable and only those serving in
the 7th Infantry Division’s HQs
will wear the 7th Infantry Shoulder Patch. This is very different
from what most of us remember
as being the structure of the 7th
Infantry Division (example: 1-17
would technically be under the
7th Infantry Division, but they
will continue to wear the 2nd
Infantry Division patch, as will
all the other units at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord.) None the less,
this is great news for our sister
organization”The 7th Infantry
Division Association” who has
been without an active unit for
almost 10 years.
My congratulations also goes
out to Colonel Jon Neumann
who will be taking over command of the 198th Infantry
Training Brigade at Fort Benning, Georgia on 27 June. The
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James Balduzzi Jr.

outgoing commander is Colonel
Bruce Parker who is also a Buffalo
Veteran, serving as Aco 3-17 Commanding Officer from June 1989
to March 1991. It’s always good
to see 17th Infantry Veterans advancing through the ranks!
Rolling Thunder 2012
I spend every Memorial Day
Weekend down in Washington DC
and this year I spent Sunday with
MSG Charles Burrow who served
as the Cco 1-17 1SG during the
battalion’s deployment to Afghanistan in 2009-2010. This year was
the 25th Anniversary of the event
and it was a great way to honor
all those who gave so much and
a good opportunity to make new
friends. Never give up an opportunity to bond with a fellow 17th
Infantry Veteran. Although there
are many differences between
many of the men in our organization, we all had the honor to
serve with the Regiment. Thanks
to Charles who I plan on riding
with again next year and perhaps
we can drum up some additional “Buffalo Veterans” to make it

MSG Charles Burrow and Donald Shook in DC

Richard Shea and his wife, Joyce. Circa 1952

a true “Thundering Herd.” I’m
also happy to report that shortly
after returning to Pittsburgh, I
got an e-mail informing me that
MSG Burrow had signed up as a
Life Member of the Association.
Great to have you in our ranks
“Top”.
I have also been re-vamping the
website with a co-worker of mine
and we’re working hard on getting the infrastructure squared
away. This involves a pretty complex database and although the
site now has it’s new look, functions will be added as they’re
ready. We will have three tiers of
web viewers. Guests, Registered
Members, and Paid Association
Members. Obviously paid membership will provide member
database access, newsletter and
document archive access, along
with special deals, etc. Again, I
hope to have many features up
and running by the time the next
Buffalo Bugle is published and I
appreciate your patience in advance.
As always, please keep photographs, stories, and information coming to me for the Association’s archives, website, and
newsletter. Please remember that
if you can get me high resolution
scans of you photographs, that
would be great. Photo copied or
poor quality copies are not reproduced well and can not be used
on the web or more importantly
in print. Also, for all you Korean
War Veterans and Cold War Veterans that have color slides laying
around, please remember that I
have the equipment to digitalize
your slides, and I can do this for
you for free. All you need to do
is send them to me and I’ll scan

them, and return them to you
when I’m finished. (I’ll also include a disk of the digital copies.)
I can do this process with negatives as well, so help the Association out and send your slides and
photographs into me now so I can
preserve them for future generations. Look for some great pictures from Association Member
Leland Franz, who sent me some
copies of his color slides. The
picture of then CPT Hal Moore
on page 24 is one of his, as is the
Jeep-Recon vehicle (which I’ve
heard about, but never seen until
I saw his photos.). Also thanks
goes of to Ed Geer who sent me
a disk of photographs and document scans from his time with
the Regiment. Ed is a “2” era
Buffalo, serving with 2-17 in the
Republic of Korea from 1982 to
1983, then with 3-17 at Ft Ord and
Operation Just Cause from 1987
to 1991. Ed is planning on attending the Chicago reunion and
is bringing some cool 17th Infantry items to auction off.
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I am very much looking forward to
the 2012 reunion in Chicago and
I hope to see many of you there.
Carla and I unfortunately missed
last year’s reunion in Oklahoma
City, so we’re rearing to go! I’m
going to be pressing many veterans in the Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Indiana areas to
make the reunion. Everyone else
should do the same. Carla and
I will be driving from Pittsburgh
which is about 8 hours.
“BUFFALO STRONG”

Donald E Shook Jr.
ROMANS 12:2/3
And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what
[is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
For I say, through the grace given unto
me, to every man that is among you, not
to think [of himself] more highly than
he ought to think; but to think soberly,
according as God hath dealt to every
man the measure of faith.

LOOKING FOR INFORMATION
For CPT Daniel Rooney and MSG Howard Hovey’s Famili
Dear Donald, Thank you very
much for your e-mail and I am
so delighted with the information received and the photos. My
grandmother was Father Daniel
Rooney’s aunt, she was called
Maggie Rooney and that’s how
I knew of Father Daniel. Daniel
Rooney was born in the Bronx
on 14 August, 1914 and passed
away on 27 September 1990 in
Kingston, NY
Granny died in 1961 and was the
last of the Rooneys here. I met
Father Daniel in the late 1950s as
a small child and his photo was
granny’s pride and joy. Granny
was from a big family and the
only Rooney NOT to go to USA
in the late 1800s and early 1900s
(Father Daniel lived with her dur-

Chaplain Rooney being awarded the Silver Star in October 1952

ing his school days). Once again
thank you for your interest as I
am sure your task is huge.

mothers’ name was Evelyn S.
Hovey. I am very sincere in my
efforts to get the medal I feel my
dad rightfully deserves. It seems
that although the army named a
camp in Korea after my father and
that I am in possession of many
many medals he earned they are
asking for new information fifty
some years later to determine
whether they should upgrade his
DSC to the MOH.

My name is Meredith Dee Hovey
and I am the oldest daughter of
Howard C. Hovey. I have a twin
brother Dean and two younger
sisters Cathy and Melanie. My

I don’t quite understand that
concept because it is written very
clearly as to the circumstances
of his heroism. At eleven I didn’t
understand about being a hero.
At twenty and even thirty I didn’t
understand why a man would
leave his wife and children for
something completely foreign to
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God bless,
Ann McParland
You can contact Ann via e-mail:
annmcp@hotmail.co.uk
me, but in the intervening years
I have learned through the horror of other wars and other peoples losses that I most likely will
never understand.
What I do now know is at an early age my father had a commitment to his country and to those
that value freedom.
Thanks in Advance,

Meredith Hovey

hoveyshaven@yahoo.com
845-876-0821

THE LAST PATROL
Piur Tell the Story
Argosy Magazine (December 1953)
The Hill was called Porkchop for a simple reason; it looked like one. Taken and lost a dozen times, it became
a symbol of American valor - like Iwo, the Canal and Anzio. The men who had taken the hill had earned
the right to stay there, but the grenade (above, right) spelled the cost. The problem was a clear one and
any soldier could have told you the answer: Form a patrol and clean out the Reds. But this is Korea, early
in July, and life no longer is simple. Above, battle-hardened, but sympathetic General Trudeau listened to
LTC Beverly “Rocky” Read, commander of the men on Porkchop, spell out a problem which has been tormenting him. LTC Read has received permission to form a large patrol, but now he doesn’t know if he has
the right to send it out.
In a tent only a few miles away, at Panmunjom, men are discussing a truce. Tomorrow there may be peace
along the front. Each day that LTC Rocky Read waits, one or two of his men are killed. But if he takes a
large patrol to stop the daily attrition, forty or fifty of his men might die.
In the end, just such things as the grenade force his tough decision. Soldiers don’t sit and wait for death to
come to them. A soldier fights. The patrol will go out.
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PROBLEM: The date is June- last June, a few weeks before the Korean Armistice.
The object above, dangling on a loop of barbed wire and bobbing softly back
and forth with each wash of the wind, is a Chinese hand grenade. It was thrown
into the mouth of an American bunker by a soldier of the Chinese Red Army.
Had it exploded, the men inside the bunker would have surely died. The bunker
is dug into a shell-shattered slopes of an American outpost in Korea called Porkchop. Men in bunkers ordinarily can be considered safe. But now the Chinese
have punched a hole into the American positions, digging in all over the forward
slope, sniping and killing men in war that becomes bitter and intensely personal.
The grenade swinging so menacingly on the wire, serves as a warning. Day by
day, men will die until the hole is closed up, the wound cauterized.
~ Continued on Page 42

Picture Sent in by Jack Birkner: Cco Officers circa April
1953. Fred Kamaka and James Balduzzi are the two on
the right.
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Mr. Steven Goodwin
Scholarship Chairman & Treasurer
17th Infantry Regiment Association
4366 Central Ave.
Western Springs, IL 60558
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BUFFALO FUNNIES

New ASSOCIATION
Members

Michael Shane

UPGRADED TO LIFE
Jonathan Deuter
1-17 1995-1999 and 2001-2004
Seth B Turner
1-17 Scouts 1989 - 1994
Richard W. Eichinger
C 1-17 1965 - 1966

New ASSOCIATION members

Continued ..

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
Geoffrey S. Shure
B & HHC 1-17 1986 - 1989

Charles Burrow
C 1-17 1SG 2009 - 2011

Norman K. Thompson
Med Co 17th 1951 - 1952
F. Leland Franz
HHQ CO 1952
Raymond W. Guenthner
C 1-17 1952 - 1953
Huber W. Gillaugh
C 1-17 1952
Alfonso Gaspar
Aco & Bco 1-17 1996 - 1999
Donald W. Beveridge
HHQ CO 1954 - 1955

David Johnese
HHC 3-17 1985 -1989
Tony Westmoreland
A 1-17 1994-98
Howard Boyles
A 1-17 1951 - 1952

NEW ANNUAL
MEMBERS

William L. Seigford
L 3-17 1955 - 1956

Steve O’Rourke
Father Was Paul O’Rourke
C 1-17 1950 - 1951

Angela Hall
Son is currently in Afghanistan
with Cco 1-17 Infantry

Paul Hull
A 1-17 BG 1958 -1959

Michael Coumas
Son- Kyle Coumas Aco 1-17 KIA 21 October 2009
Afghanistan

1LT Michael Tovo
Serving Now with 1-17
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Korea the Forgotten War

~ Continued from page39

We ask for so little and we ask for no more
But, please remember Korea,
The Forgotten War.
Some men are members of the Chosin Few
A Place in Korea we never knew
We got there on the 27th of November
At the Chosin Reservoir,
I’ll always remember.
So many died, too many in vain
Some died quickly, but many died in pain.
When I go to Heaven,
As all God’s children do,
I’m sure I’ll meet the men of the Chosin Few
This is the end of my story
But, I’ll ask once more,
Please remember Korea,
“The Forgotten War”
The Hills around us were bombed and bare,
And “YES” Hell did freeze over
I know because I was there
I survived through the misery and pain.
After 60 years, I know that there is still a
North and South.
This is truly the end of my story and I will
say no more,
But when I had left Korea, we had won the
war.

SFC Lawrence S. Hayn
1st BN 17th Infantry Regiment
7th Infantry Division

The worst of the patrol is waiting. Waiting for something they can’t see, for sounds they don’t hear, for
a blow to strike them down from a place they can’t
find. Yet they move ahead, slowly and carefully, a
few taut steps after another, testing the ground fretfully like a nervous animal on the scent. They are the
ones going out to kill, but there is no aggressiveness
in their movements. Here on patrol the hunters are the
hunted, totally on their own. In the words of one soldier: “You’ll never know what lonesome is until you’ve
been out on patrol.”
And then it comes. The patrol has been spotted and
the agony of waiting is ended. The unknown has
been met and now is the known. They begin moving
with speed now, going ahead to meet another arm of
the patrol which has come around a different side of
Porkchop. A string of Red mortar shells start to zero
them in, pinning the men down in the hundreds of
shell holes which three years of ceaseless war over the
same ground have left behind. When the mortar goes
beyond they get up and go again, running past the
broken stocks of rifles and helmets left behind in past
years, past patrols.
~ Continued on next page
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The very earth is dead and
reeks of death. Every inch of
the land around Porkchop is a
memento to it. With a fleetness
and urgency beyond their normal capacities, the men run to
get out of the land of the dead.
They meet the other arm of the
patrol and turn back toward
the forward face of Porkchop.

On the front of the “Chop”
they found what they knew
they would find. Cut into the
side of the hill was an interlacing of dugouts, trenches, foxholes, and tunnels - every device which man uses to imitate
animal cunning. They have
blasted the bunkers and tunnels and flushed out the Reds
hiding in them. For a time it is
hoped life will once again be
livable on the Chop.
The patrol - as the survivors
describe it - has been a success. Yet LTC Read’s face loves
the torment and anguish of his
decision. Has he done right?
Or has he thrown away the
lives of his men needlessly?
He doesn’t know and there is
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no one to tell him.
In his time of mental doubt
he turns to a plan of action to
find a release from the pressure which is bearing down
on him. He wants to form a
small patrol to go back for the
two men left behind. His commanding officer forbids it, and
in his frustration, LTC Rocky
Read breaks down and cries.
The men, the survivors of the
last patrol, knowing that their
jobs have been done, sleep
with the selfless abandon of
those who have done something tough and brutal and
who have done it well. This God willing - is their last patrol.

The End

TAPS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Don,
PFC Anthony Kaho’ohanohano
I was 1SG of Company “H” 17th Infantry Regiment on September 1,
1951 when this 21 year old distinguished himself above and beyond
what is expected of a soldier. Another Association member, CPL
John Davis was Anthony’s Squad Leader.

1LT DANIEL A. WEISS
PL Aco 1-17 IN (2009-2010)
April 10, 1986 - March 05, 2012
Ft Lewis, Washington

I am sure that the 17th Infantry Association would want to know,
I would like the world to know of his heroism against the enemy
in Chup’a-ri, Korea on 1 September 1951. One hundred and seventy five 7th Infantry Division soldiers were killed in the battle of
Chup’a-ri and another five hundred and ninety four were wounded
(The Battle of Chup‘a-ri was only 10 days long in Aug-Sept of 1951.)
This battle should be remembered (there were many) a highlight of
the Buffalo’s contribution to the defense of South Korea.
A great HONOR to have PFC Kaho’ohanohano in “H” Company and
to have served with him.
Sincerely,

COL PATRICK MONTGOMERY
(RA 2011)
HHC 1-17 1965-1967
Died 4 December 2011
Dorango, Colorado

COL MILTON KRESSE (RL)
CO 2-17 1968-1969
Died 2010
Fort Worth, Texas

CSM THOMAS FITZPATRICK
(RL)
F Company 1950-1952
Died 13 January 2012
Kemersville, North Carolina

Lawrence S. Hayn
Don,
Great Photos!
The recon vehicle is really strange, it looks like something out of
World War I. I wonder if this is something the I & R Platoon cobbled
together. The welds look a little crude. However, there is a serial
number that looks official. In one photo there is something painted
on the front of the tanker helmets. Tom Fernandez de la Reguera
commanded the I & R Platoon before transferring to the Columbian
Battalion, he might know something about the vehicle.
The photo of Captain Moore must have been taken when he was S-3
of the regiment. When I knew him he was Major Moore and S-3 at
division. I was one of three liaison officer at regiment, we rotated
duties weekly. One would go to the ROK unit on our right, one was
night duty officer, and the other would report to Major Moore at
division headquarters. General Wayne Smith was a stickler for appearance and ceremony, we were ordered to wear colored scarves
of branch of service at headquarters. It always bothered me, as an
artist, that the scarves were royal blue not infantry light blue. I still
have mine.
The unit in blue scarves is a puzzle. Could this be hq. & hq. company? The white buffalos painted on the helmets indicate they were
from the second battalion. I remember that top soldiers were selected to form a unit to go to Washington for, I think, Eisenhower’s
inauguration parade.
Great stuff, thanks for sharing it with me.

Dick Whitson
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17th Infantry Regiment Association Membership Application

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Middle

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Street

Member Status:

City

Active Duty

State

Veteran

Zip

Widow of Veteran

Descendant of Veteran

Veteran Spouse’s Name (or nearest of kin):______________________________________________________
Today’s Date:_____________________________ Phone Number:____________________________________
E-Mail Address:_________________________________________ Fax Number:_________________________
With the 17th From:____________________19________ To________________________19______________
Unit served with (Battalion, Company, etc) :______________________________________________________
Referred to the Association by:________________________________________________________________
For Annual Membership Dues, please enclose $17.00. For Lifetime Membership Dues, please enclose $150.00.
Note: Lifetime Membership includes a 17th Infantry Bronze Buffalo Coin and Certificate.
Please Check One:
New Annual Membership

Renewal Annual Membership

Lifetime Membership

Note: You can have a subscription to the “Buffalo Bugle” for only $10.00 a year if you do not qualify for a 17th
Infantry Regiment Association membership.

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE WHEN FILLING OUT FORM, do not write. Mail completed form and check or money
order made out to the 17th Infantry Regiment Association to Membership Chairman, Ron Miller:
Ronald Miller
4503 Christy Drive
Granbury. Texas 76049
817 - 910 - 9520
E-Mail: millerdog70@hotmail.com
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MEMBER QUESTIONNAIRE
What is your primary reason for joining the 17th Infantry Regiment Association?

What do you feel is the most important benefit you receive from being a member of the Association?

What do you feel the Association could do differently to better serve its membership?

Do you have photographs or color slides that we can copy from your time with the 17th Infantry Regiment?

Would you be interested in serving on a committee or helping in a technical way, i.e., website
Administration, database administration, graphic art, technical writing, photography, etc.

Would you be interested in serving as a Board Member or Officer of the Association?

Are you a current member of the National Infantry Association?

Miscellaneous Comments, etc.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO

Congratulations to Colonel Geoffrey S. Shure who was awarded the National Infantry Association’s
“Order of Saint Maurice” medallion in April of this year. Left picture shows 1st Cavalry Division
commander MG D.B. Allyn presenting Colonel Shure with the award. Right Picture is Colonel Shure
and CSM Timothy Green. Colonel Shure served with Bco and HHC 1-17 from 1986 to 1989 at Ft
Richardson, Alaska and is also a recent Life Member of the Association.

CSM George Crisostomo presents Bonanza High School
JROTC Cadet VOSSDEL X
CANEDA a letter of Appreciation and Coin from the 17th
Infantry Regiment Association. Congratulations to Cadet
Caneda and Many thanks to
CSM Crisostomo for representing the Association at this function. Cadet Caneda’s 1SG, 1SG
Tom Dorsey (USA RET) was one
of my Drill Sergeants at Ft Benning, GA back in 1984. (B 8-2
Infantry.)
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Donald E Shook Jr.
17th Infantry Regiment Association
1010 Manor Road
New Kensington, PA 15068
ADDRESS LABEL CODES
RA - Veteran Annual Member
RL - Veteran Life Member
DA - Active Duty Annual
DL - Active Duty Life Member
AA - Associate Annual Member
AL - Associate Life Member
LA - Lineal Annual Member
LL - Lineal Life Member
2012 - Year Dues Paid Until

*Note: If the code above your name is anything other than
“2012” (excluding Life Memberships), your membership is due.
e-mail or call Don Shook if you have any questions.
Pictured below: HCOR, Colonel Steve Gardner, MOH Awardee, Colonel Bruce Crandall, and 1-17 Battalion
Commander, LTC Timothy Davis at the 2012 1-17 Deployment Ball

