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sociation on course. Well now,
having looked at my list, I find
that I have not the allotted space
enough to mention all of you
by name. You men and women
who have worked so diligently
for years and years on making
our reunions a safe haven for the
first timers and helped hang the
flags and all the little stuff that
no one notices, for all of you,
Thank You Very Much.
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

Ladies and Gentlemen, friends
of the Regiment, fellow soldiers
of both Battalions,
The last three and a half years
have passed quickly. I’ve travelled many thousands of miles
and attended many special
events and several very sad occasions during this time. This fall,
in New Orleans, you will elect
the next president of your association. To him I wish the best,
and hope that he will have as
much pleasure working with all
of you folks who make up our
Regimental Association as my
wife Gay and I have had.
I now feel that I should mention the great men and women
who have helped keep our as-

I am thankful for the folks who
come to our reunions and add
to our overall successes at the
Reunions. I remember several
WWII vets who made my trips
to the reunions a real treat.
These men only came once but
their presence made the reunion
a great one for me.
Now is the time for our younger
troops to step up and take the
bit for the rest of us. The 17th
Infantry Regiment Association
is a very worthy entity to support. The Association has Direct
links back to the War of 1812.
Two members of the Association
can boast this connection. What
were these men doing in 1813
during the time you are reading
this article? They were probably
very cold and hungry. Sound familiar to you grunts?

I am glad to see that our 1st Battalion is on the way home as I
write these comments. We can
all rejoice in the return but yet
must remember the men who are
still hospitalized for their
efforts in our behalf. I do not
know how our wounded are
getting along in their new lives
with metal legs and what all. We
must never forget the sacrifice
that these young men have made
for us. Our Association must remember these men from all the
times of conflict. We are not able
to mend these wounds or bodies
but in remembering these men
we do a service to their service
in our behalf.
The 4th Battalion looks to be
getting along O.K. in the Stan. I
know that we all wish them a
successful rotation and that they
will all be home soon and in
good order.
Mr. Goodwin has sent some
news from his recon to New Orleans today. The Reunion looks
to be on and a go this fall. I am
sure the details will be in the
pages of this Buffalo Bugle.
In closing my remarks, I must
thank the Officers and Board
members who have served these
last four years. They have made
the organization a better outfit
for all of us. It takes some time
and effort to make things go
along so we can all enjoy the reunions and the outstanding Buffalo Bugle that we receive twice
yearly.
Gay and I love you all,

Bruce M. Frazer
C 1-17 Infantry
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Russell Durden and seconded
by Don Watts. Unanimous voice
vote of membership approved.
Guy Daines, Board Chairman,
reviewed the Board meeting,
discussed 2013-reunion site,
New Orleans, new committees
and Ladies Auxiliary.

ASSOCIATION SECRETARY

From the Secretary’s
Ink Well
2012 General Meeting Minutes
Meeting called to order by Pres.
Bruce Frazer at 10:00 AM
Pledge of Allegiance led by Clarence Rineck.
Officers present: President,
Frazer; Treasurer, Steve Goodwin; Secretary, Jim Rohr; Board
Chairman Guy Daines
Officers absent, V.P. Robert
Connelly. (Illness)
Minutes of 2011 meeting were
approved as written, Motion by

Steve Goodwin, Treasurer, discussed the current financial position of the Association and
reported it in good condition.
Went over the process of becoming a nonprofit organization.
Estimated will be complete by
1st of year. Gave explanation of
reunion costs and possible future financial problems. Motion
made to accept Treasury report
by Larry Haynes, seconded by
Richard Whitson.

until some sort of arrangement
can be made with the current
Infantry Museum board to move
our pavers.
New Business: The reunion in
2013 will be held in New Orleans. Bruce Frazer and Steve
Goodwin will attempt to set up
final location and news will be
forthcoming in the next Bugle.
Several reunion sites were mentioned for 2014, Branson, MO;
Louisville, Seattle, St. Louis, Ft
Bliss.
In event Bliss or Seattle are selected, a fall back plan is needed
in event either Battalion is not
on station at that time.

Quartermaster, David de la Sierra, discussed the sales of shirts
and other items and the value to
the association profit wise.

Elections, Terry Tlumac and
Scott Cunningham were elected to the Board. Nominated by
Don Shook, Seconded by Steve
Goodwin. Jim Rohr was reelected as Secretary. Fred Kamaka
was elected as an Honorary
Board member.

HCOR, Col Garner discussed the
two active battalions and their
pending rotation out to and from
Afghanistan.

Motion to adjourn by Russell Durden, seconded by Don
Watts.
Meeting adjourned at 11:55 AM

Old Business: The memorial is
staying put for the time being

“Truth and Courage”
Jim Rohr

New Officers being sworn in during the Chicago Reunion
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Guard Troop, and partnered with
six different Afghan elements in
three districts along the Afghanistan/Pakistan border.

BUFFALO “6” 1-17 INFANTRY

1-17 Buffalo 6
Buffalos,
This will be the last update
from 1-17th Infantry Battalion
deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. The
Soldiers of Task Force Buffalo
performed amazingly during the
last nine months. We began in
Spin Boldak with Bravo Company detached. The combined task
force worked with an Albanian
Special Forces Company, a route
clearance company, a National

The battalion swapped battle
spaces in the middle of fighting
season and replaced an airborne
brigade in the highly contested
Zharay District west of Kandahar
City. We detached Alpha Company and regained Bravo Company, received Alpha Company
from 2-1 Infantry Battalion and
then partnered with three different Afghan elements.
In every case the Buffalos performed with bravery and honor.
Every day the boys patrolled,
partnered, and dominated what
used to be an enemy sanctuary.
Through villages, canals, and
grape rows they patrolled, clearing IEDs and pushing the enemy
out of the area. The battalion
staff run by MAJ Jeff Lesperance
and MAJ Greg Sakimura performed impressively and aggressively, synchronizing resources
and supporting the company
fight. The discipline, standards,

1-17 Award Ceremony - Afghanistan
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and leadership provided by CSM
Dotson, SGM Zaglauer and senior NCOs were the difference
between winning and losing every engagement and bringing the
Buffalos home.
A Thanksgiving meal was served
by leaders down to the smallest
platoon outpost. Army cooks
across the battle space outdid themselves. The battalion
hosted General Austin, the Vice
Chief of Staff of the Army and
Dr. Westfall, the Under Secretary of Defense. For Christmas
CSM Dotson and I conducted a
worldwind tour of every tactical
position delivering end of tour
awards, combat badges, and holiday cheer. The companies greatly appreciated the Christmas
trees as you saw in the photos
on the association and battalion
facebook pages. Also, thanks
to the association for supporting
the single Soldiers with welcome
home packages.
We really appreciate the association for visiting our wounded at
Walter Reed, San Antonio, and
Fort Lewis. You all made a great
difference to those Soldiers and
their families. Our prayers go
out to the family of our 562nd
Engineer’s fallen Soldier, SSG
McNabb. He led by example, led
from the front and will be greatly missed.
The redeployment ceremony will
be at Fort Lewis on the 14th of
February. CSM’s change of responsibility will be on 14 March,
transferring responsibility to
CSM Stone. The battalion redeployment ball will be on 21
February with the DCOR COL(R)
Gardner as the guest speaker.

And my change of command will
be on the 25th of April, handing
over the command to LTC Shannon Nielson.
It has been an honor to serve in
this unit and I am humbled by
its lineage and honors which we
have added to and upheld during
this deployment.

“Truth and Courage”
LTC Timothy Davis
Buffalo 6

BUFFALO “7” 1-17 INFANTRY

1-17 Buffalo 7
Greetings to all Buffalos and
their families. I hope everyone had a great Christmas and
a Happy New Year. Our time in
Afghanistan is coming to a close
and we hope to have everyone
home safely by Super Bowl kick
off.

The last 9 months have been long
and hard, but our Battalion has
performed tremendously and
the Commander and I couldn’t
be more proud of all that Task
Force Buffalo has accomplished.
We moved around quite a bit on
the battlefield and worked for
five different Brigades over our
nine month period. We thank
our families and the Regimental
Association for their strong support during the entire rotation,
and especially during the Holidays. We couldn’t have done it
without you.
We are honored and proud of
our wounded Soldiers and wish
their speedy recovery. We are
also humbled and saddened by
the loss of SFC McNabb from
our Engineer Company and our
thoughts and prayers go out to
his family. It has been a long
nine months and our Soldiers
are eager to come home and be
with their families. They have
earned the “hugs and kisses”
that are waiting for them when
we get home. We will have a Brigade Redeployment Ceremony
on Joint Base Lewis-McChord on
the 14th of February and would
love to see the Buffalo section
full of family and Regimental
supporters.

the Battalion over to CSM Stone.
CSM Stone has served in our Brigade before and will do great
and wonderful things for this
Battalion. It is an honor to turn
the Battalion over to him. The
Battalion will take about three
weeks of some hard earned leave
and then come back and get right
back into the swing of things and
the ARFORGEN cycle of training
and resetting the Battalion and
Brigade.
I will be moving on and taking
over as the Brigade CSM in late
April. It has been an honor and
a privilege to be the Command
Sergeant Major of the very Battalion that I started my Army
career in back in late December
1985. The Buffalo’s of 1-17 were
a great unit then (Korea), and are
a great unit today.
I thank my family for their constant support, and the enduring
sacrifices they have made during my career. I wish to thank
our Soldiers for their hard work,
support and sacrifice and wish
the Battalion, and the Regiment, great success, speed and
safety on the Battlefield and may
they always have “TRUTH AND
COURAGE”.
For the last time;

We will hold our Battalion Redeployment Ball on the 21st of
February and look forward to
celebrating our deployment and
return to our families. If this
year’s Ball is anything like last
year’s, then we are looking at
having a really good time. I look
forward to it.
My Change of Responsibility will
be on the 14th of March as I turn
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Buffalo 7 Out
CSM Timothy Dotson

4-17 COMMAND TEAM
Nothing to Report for this Buffalo Bugle

BUFFALO “6” 4-17 INFANTRY

LTC Jam A. Van Atta
4-17 Buffalo 6
Introduction Biography
Lieutenant Colonel Jim Van Atta
grew up in Highlands Ranch,
Colorado where he met his wife,
the former Heidi Kim of Littleton, Colorado. Married in 1997,
they have two children Noah (11)
and Maya (6).
In 1996 LTC Van Atta graduated
from the United States Military
Academy at West Point with
a Bachelor of Science degree
in Comparative Politics and a
commission in the Infantry.
His early assignments include
USMA Graduate Assistant Swim
Coach; Rifle Platoon Leader,
Battalion S3-Air and Battalion
S1 in the 1st Battalion, 327th
Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division at Ft. Campbell,
KY. After attending the Infantry Captains Career Course he
served as Battalion S4, 1-506th
Infantry and Commander A/1506th Infantry, 2nd Infantry
Division stationed at Camp
Greaves and Camp Giant, Re-

public of Korea from 2001-2003.
Following command, LTC Van
Atta attended Indiana University
at Bloomington from 2004-2005
earning a Master of Science
degree in Kinesiology – Exercise Science. From 2005-2007
he served as a Boxing Instructor and Chief-of-Testing in the
Department of Physical Education at USMA. In 2007 and
2008 LTC Van Atta served as a
Military Transition Team Chief
in Baqubah, Iraq, advising the
4th BN, 2nd BDE, 5th Division
of the Iraqi Army. Following
graduation from the Command
and General Staff College, LTC
Van Atta served as the Battalion
Operations Officer of 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment
as part of the 4th Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division at the conclusion of
Operation Iraqi Freedom from
2009-2010. He then served
from 2010-2011 as Executive Officer of 2-23 IN upon return to
Joint Base Lewis-McChord. LTC
Van Atta has recently returned
to the United States after serving as the Training and Doctrine
Command Liaison to the Canadian Army’s Land Force Training and Doctrine System Headquarters in Kingston, Ontario.
LTC Van Atta’s awards and decorations include the Combat and
Expert Infantryman’s Badges,
the Ranger Tab, the Pathfinder
Badge, the Air Assault Badge,
and the Parachutist Badge.
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BUFFALO “7” 4-17 INFANTRY

CSM Michael Oldsen
4-17 Buffalo 7
Introduction Biography
CSM Michael B. Oldsen entered
the U.S. Army, from Phoenix,
Arizona, as an Indirect Fire Infantryman (11C), in March 1987.
He attended Basic Training and
Advanced Individual Training at
Fort Benning, Georgia..
CSM Oldsen’s assignments
include:
6 – 502 IN, Berlin Germany;
4-31 IN, Fort Sill, OK;
2-187 IN, Fort Campbell, KY;
USARB Columbus, OH;
2-5 IN, Schofield Barracks, HI;
2-22 IN,Fort Drum, NY;
2-14 IN, Fort Drum, NY;
91st IN TsBN, Eugene, OR;
1-18 IN, Fort Riley, KS;
2-19 IN, Fort Benning, GA.

CSM Oldsen has served in every
enlisted position from Ammunition Bearer to First Sergeant.
He is a veteran of Operation
Joint Forge SFOR 10, Bosnia,
and three tours in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

4-17 Command casing the colors for deployent to Afghanistan

CSM Oldsen’s awards and
decorations include Bronze Star
(2 OLC), Meritorious Service
Medal (3OLC), Army Commendation Medal (6), Army Achievement Medal (6), Good Conduct
Medal (8), Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Iraq
Campaign Medal (3CS), Combat
Infantryman Badge, Expert Infantryman Badge, Airborne, Air
Assault, Pathfinder badges, and
the Ranger tab.
CSM Oldsen has earned an
Associate Degree from Troy
University and a Bachelor of
Professional Studies Business
Management from Excelsior College.
CSM Oldsen is married to the
former Michele Pinsch and has
two children, a daughter Gabrielle (22) attending college,
and a son Garrett (20), who is
currently serving with the 82nd
Airborne Division.

4-17 Command un-casing the colors in Afghanistan
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OPERATION ICEBERG
March - June 1945
Operation Iceberg, the invasion
of Okinawa, was the last major
battle of WWII and the largest
sea-land-air battle in history.
10th US Army commanded by
LTG Simon B. Buckner consisted
of 450,000 personnel from the
3rd Amphibious Corps (1st and
6th Marine Divisions) and 24th
Corps (7th, 27th, 77th, and 96th
Infantry Divisions). They were
commanded at sea and transported by US task Force 51 with
1,200 transports and landing
ships. Facing them were 130,000
Japanese soldiers and 500,000
civilians in thousands of towns
and villages.

a beachhead three miles deep
and nine miles wide. (Okinawa
is 70 miles long and a maximum
of 10 miles wide.) Kadena and
Yontan airfields were captured.
Japanese forces on the island,
consisting of the 130,000 troops
of the Japanese 32nd Army
(General Ushijima), were entrenched in concealed positions
and caves, mostly to the south of
the American landing area along
the Shuri Line. At sea, US TF58

It took Allied forces three
months to secure the 60mile long island, during which
250,000 people died in a hellish
landscape of greasy mud and
rotting corpses. Many historians believe it was this horrific
battle that convinced US leaders
to force Japan’s surrender with
a nuclear strike rather than invade its main islands. If the cost
was so high for an outlying island, military planners believed
an invasion of the home islands
would cost 1,000,000 American
casualties.
10th Army landed in the area of
Hagushi, in the southwest of the
island. 3rd Amphibious Corps
(Geiger) on the left or northern
flank, and 24th Corps (Hodge)
with US 7th and 96th Infantry
Divisions, on the right or southern flank. On land, US forces encountered almost no resistance
on the first day and established
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and TF54, as well as the British
Pacific Fleet conducted air and
naval bombardments. The 27th
Infantry Division joined the fight
on 09 April 1945. The 77th Infantry Division joined the fight
on 16 April 1945.
17th Regiment was a veteran unit
going into the fight. They had
trained at Fort Ord, and then
fought with 7th ID at Attu, Kiska,
Kwajalein, and Leyte. ON Okinawa, they faced a determined
enemy who had spent months
digging in with caves and tunnels and pre-sighting machinegun and indirect fire. Battles on
Kochi Ridge were savage and included 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Battalions.
The 17th Infantry Attacks Kochi
Ridge
On 25 April, the 1st Battalion,
17th Infantry, against surprisingly little resistance, advanced
600 yards across the flat ground
on the 7th Division right (west)
to occupy the slope of Horseshoe
Ridge. The next day the 1st Battalion tried to advance along the
west side of Kochi Ridge, and
the 2d Battalion along the east
side. As soon as this effort began, the reverse-slope fighting
technique of the Japanese came
into play, and prearranged mortar and machine-gun fire from
surrounding heights swept over
the area. The attack was stopped
and all the troops fell back to
their former positions except one
platoon of Company G that dug
in on the east side of the ridge
for a precarious foothold. Neither
battalion had observation of the
other’s movements; neither could
gain possession of the crest of
the ridge; each fought essentially

an isolated action on its own side
of the ridge. By the evening of 26
April, it was evident that the 17th
Infantry had come up solidly
against the Japanese manning
the Kochi sector of the line. The
next day, a rainy, muddy day, efforts to establish physical contact between the 1st and 2d Battalions failed. There was no gain
but there were many casualties.
Before dawn of 28 April the 3d
Battalion, 17th Infantry, relieved
the 1st Battalion on the west side
of Kochi Ridge and took up the
attack under the command of
LTC Lee Wallace. LTC Wallace
hoped to move men around Kochi Ridge into the cut between
the ridge and Zebra, and then to
take the Kochi Ridge defenses in
the rear and flank. He succeeded
in getting Company K through
Kochi to the cut, while Company
L moved southward along the
west slope. But once at the cut
the company received a blast of
machine-gun fire that killed four
and wounded eight. Thereafter
Company K kept under cover until it could work its way back. In
the meantime Company L was
unable to reach the crest.
The attack remained stalled on
29 April. Whenever any serious movement threatened, the
Japanese concentrated the fire
of from 12 to 14 mortars on the
endangered spot and denied it to
the attackers. To add to the misfortunes of the men, 12 rounds of
friendly 105-mm. artillery shells
fell short, landing in the midst of
Company G on the east side of
Kochi Ridge. Five men were killed
and 18 wounded in one platoon,
and an adjacent platoon was left
with only 12 men. In addition to
the killed and wounded, there

11

were 18 cases of concussion and
shock. Company G now had only
27 men left in the rifle platoons.
On the morning of 30 April,
Company E took the place in the
line formerly held by Company G
and started forward. Suddenly,
at 0845, it was hit by cross fire
from about eight machine guns
located on both flanks and to
the front. This was followed by
a mortar concentration. Losses
were heavy. Twenty men were
killed, and in one squad only
two men were left. The wounded were helpless. Smoke placed
over the men was blown away
quickly by a brisk wind and offered almost no protection; even
those not wounded were unable
to withdraw, and relief parties
could not come forward. Medical supplies were finally dropped
by a cub plane from a height
of 50 feet, in the face of smallarms fire. After dark, most of the
wounded were brought back.
Farther down the slope toward
Onaga, Company I was struck
by a Japanese counterattack of
about 25 men at 1100, and five
men were killed and 11 wounded. On the same day a carrierbased Corsair strafed behind
the lines of the 17th Infantry,
killing six and wounding 19 in a
tragic blunder. Unquestionably,
30 April was a bad day for the
17th Infantry Regiment. Since 26
April, the regiment had suffered
more than 60 casualties from
friendly fire. While the 17th Infantry was trying vainly to find
some way of taking Kochi Ridge,
the 32d Infantry to its east was
delayed in opening an attack by
lack of success around Kochi. On
28 April, an attack on the ridge
southwest ~ CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Selections for Distinguished
Members of the Regiment
(DMOR) and Honorary Distinguished Members of the Regiment (HDMOR) are not based
solely on military accomplishments during an individual’s
time in service, but also on
what the individual has accomplished on behalf of the
Association. The Chairman
of the selection committee is
Association Project Chairman,
CSM Tim Green. Nominations
for DMOR or HDMOR should
be sent to him at

csmgreen@gmail.com

The above badge and a certificate suitable for framing, as
well as orders signed by the
Chief of the U.S. Infantry, are
presented to each awardee.

HCOR

Colonel Steve Gardner

HSMOR

1SG John Moore

DMOR
* SGM Phillip Albert
* Alfred Baumann
SFC Douglas Bell
* Clarence Bennet
Paul H. Bryant
SFC Lawrence Burke
* Dennis Camp
MAJ John T. Carrig
* COL Ralph C. Colley
CSM George Crisostomo

* Joe E. DeFosse
Louis E. Eve
* Andy Ferreira
Eugene P. Feury
Bruce Frazer
* Pete Gallo
COL Edward Gibbons
Kevin Gilfether
Steve Goodwin
Joseph Gonsalves
* Eulos “Ed” Graham
* COL Philip Grimm
CSM Timothy Green
George Harvey
* CPT Raymond Harvey *MOH
SGM Fred Hatter
Lawrence Haynes
*HSMOR
Robert R. Heiter
* COL Thomas Hickman
*HCOR
COL Jeffrey P. Holt
MSG Einar Ingman *MOH
Gilbert E. Isham
COL Jeffrey “Al” Kelly
Thomas Nightingale
* BG Ted Mataxis
*HCOR
1SG Matthew Splechter
Stuart Johnson
* Louis Kolb
COL Jackie D. Legg
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Fred McGee
Joe Midyette
CSM Daryl T. Moore
CSM Timothy Mullins
SGM Walter L. Murrell
Judge Stuart Namm
MSG Robert Northcutt
COL Mike Okita
1SG John Moore
* Tony Perez
Robert Petzold
Arnold Prather
* Rocky Rayos
* BG Royal Reynolds
* Jack Reynoldson
SGM Clarence Rineck
* SGM Richard Robbins
James Rohr
Richard Rosa
* Stewart Rothman
* LT Richard Shea *MOH
COL James Sheldon
Donald E Shook Jr.
SFC Charles Shuck
LTC James Smith
LTC John L. Strube
John A. Sullivan
CSM Mack Vereen
Don Watts
LTC Charles Webster
Richard Whitson
Scott Wickland
SSG Gregory Williams
Bobby Wilson
* Jacob F. Wittler
Darron Wright
* MAJ Neil Young
* Deceased

Association merchandise

Two Sided, Silk Screened
Black T-shirt.
Med-Lrg-XLG-XXL
$20 each

Two Sided, Silk Screened
Grey T-shirt.
Med-Lrg-XLG-XXL
$20 each

17th Infantry Association
Membership Lapel Pin
$4 Each

17th Infantry DUI
(Distinctive Unit Insignia)
$12 (pair)

Old 17th Infantry Association
Membership Lapel Pin
$2 Each

Large Silver Bullion 17th Infantry
Crest - Hand made and great
for blazers, etc $18.00 Each
Large Silver Bullion 17th Infantry Crest - Hand made
with sea dragon $25.00
Each

Old Stryker Association Coin circa 2005
While they last: $3.00 each

Beautiful Epoxy Filled Association Coin
Soon to be obsolete (Afghanistan not listed)
While they last: $6.00 each

Beautiful Epoxy Filled Association Coin
Updated Battle Honors: Afghanistan added
crest shaped: $10.00 each
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17th INFANTRY REGIMENT
ASSOCIATION
QUARTERMASTER STORE
David de la Sierra, Quartermaster
PO BOX 27331
Macon, GA 31221
Phone: (305) 610-8620
E-Mail: docsierra66@hotmail.com

ORDER FORM

DATE

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

SHIP TO:

PHONE NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

QUANTITY ITEM NUMBER

DESCRIPTION

UNIT PRICE TOTAL

SUBTOTAL
Make Checks out to the:
“17th Infantry Regiment Association”

SHIPPING 17%

Note: Credit Card payments only accepted on the Association’s website

DONATION
BALANCE DUE

EXAMPLE: Your order is 32.50, Shipping and Handling would
then be “$5.52” (32.50 X .17 = $5.52)
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE 17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
PLEASE ALLOW THREE WEEKS FOR PROCESSING AND SHIPMENT
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Association merchandise
ORDER FORM ON PAGE 14

The famous “Buffalo Nickel”
two to choose from (Truth &
Courage) or (Korea 1950-1953)
$5.00 Each
“2010 Reunion Special”
Blue with “17 Infantry” & crest
$5.00 while supplies last
(ONLY XXL available)

17th Infantry Pen Knives
Blue-Black-Red-Teal-Green
$5.00 Each
Designate color when ordering

White Vinyl 17th Infantry
Decals. Small or Large
$4 (Small) $7 (Large)

Baseball Cap with embroidered
Unit crest and 17 Infantry
Association.
Black or Tan / S-M or L-XL
$15.00 Each

Coffee Mug with crest &
Crossed 17th Infantry rifles
(Mug is blue with white crest)
$15.00 Each

Mosul and Baghdad 1-17
“We Kicked Ass”
Embroidered Patch
$6.00 Each

ACU “Afghanistan” 1-17 patch Design A
Velcro: $5.00 / Iron on: $4.00

ACU “Afghanistan” 1-17 patch Design B
Velcro: $5.00 / Iron on: $4.00
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~ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

of Kuhazu put armored flame
throwers into the village, but the
infantry was stopped by heavy
mortar concentrations. On the
29th, when tanks tried to reach
Onaga from the coast, one of
them hit a mine on a narrow road
among the rice paddies near
Unaha and was knocked out,
blocking the road. Three of the
remaining four tanks turned over
or threw their tracks and were
lost in trying to turn around.
The 32d Infantry was now trying
to help the situation at Kochi by
putting pressure on enemy positions to the southeast.
In a predawn attack on 30 April,
the 1st Battalion, 32d Infantry,
successfully placed Company C
on “Chimney Crag” and Company A in the “Roulette Wheel” on
the ridge southwest of Kuhazu.
Japanese in large numbers infiltrated behind the lines of these
companies during the night and
disrupted the relief of the 32d
by the 184th, the completion of
which was to take place before
dawn of 1 May but was not accomplished until 1730 in the afternoon. In fighting its way back
after being relieved in the line,
the 1st Battalion, 32d Infantry,
lost 11 men killed and 22 wounded.
That night, 1-2 May, a penetration was made by Company L,
184th Infantry, to Gaja Ridge just
in front of Conical Hill. The advantage gained by this surprise
move was lost at the end of the
day when the men were withdrawn by company officers in
direct violation of orders to hold
the ground despite heavy casualties.

The Kochi Fight Continues
The fight at Kochi Ridge continued during the early days of May,
the 17th Infantry making only
negligible gains. On 1 May an armored bulldozer prepared an approach from the west to the top
of Kochi Ridge between Knobs 1
and 2. An armored flame thrower moved up the approach and
twice burned the area, but it was
unable to reach the enemy strong
points on the east side just over
the crest. Onaga was mopped up
during the day, but otherwise the
infantry undertook no movement
and remained in their dug-in positions, engaging in intermittent
grenade duels.
At dawn of 2 May the 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry, relieved the 2d
Battalion on the east side of Kochi Ridge. It was a bad day, dark
with mist and rain. Once again
the flame thrower climbed to the
saddle between Knobs 1 and 2
and spurted flame at enemy positions. Troops of the 1st Battalion
then tried to take Knob 1 from
the east side but failed, largely
because of the heavy mortar fire
which fell on them. During the
night sniper positions were dug
through the ridge by both battalions to give observation of areas
that were hidden from view.
On 3 May, after a dawn artillery
preparation, the 1st Battalion on
the east and the 3d Battalion on
the west side moved forward for
a coordinated attack, which included a movement by Company
C against How Hill on the east
flank of Kochi Ridge. The entire
effort came to nothing as the
enemy soon halted all forward
movement by a mass of artillery
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and mortar fire, together with
intense machine-gun and rifle
fire. Grenades also were brought
into play.
At 0500 on 4 May, the Japanese
24th Division attempted a counterattack. As the artillery fire
became heavy, a guard of Company A, 17th Infantry, on a hill
just north of Onaga, dropped
back below the crest for cover.
He thought that the enemy would
not attack through his own artillery, but the enemy did just that.
A few Japanese appeared on
the crest and set up a light machine gun. PFC Tillman H. Black,
a BAR man, killed the gunner,
and as more of the enemy came
over the crest he killed four Japanese who tried to man the machine gun. The enemy advanced
over the crest in ragged groups,
enabling Black to hold his own.
Soon the whole company was in
action and drove the enemy off.
Company C spotted this activity and maneuvered tanks into
position to scatter the Japanese.
Artillery killed everyone in the
open.
On 5 May, the Japanese managed to penetrate the 7th Division lines. Company E was locked
into a fight for Tanabaru Escarpment. Company F attempted a
broad flanking attack. Two of its
platoons on the line, supported
by tanks, pushed through Tanabaru and knocked out hastily established defenses. Beyond the
town the company drew heavy
fire from numerous caves, and
it spent the rest of the day destroying the Japanese in these
positions. Company E thereupon
took over the burden of the attack, and by 1730 it had reached

the top of Tanabaru Escarpment
behind a mortar preparation.
This move enabled the 1st Battalion to transfer its vehicles
and supplies to a safer location,
but the supply route was still
blocked.
Early in the morning of 6 May
a force of Japanese just below
Company E pressed in on the
Americans with grenades and
satchel charges. After suffering sixteen casualties in half an
hour, Company E retreated off
the top to a protected ledge just
below. Here the survivors formed
a line and bombarded the top of
the hill with grenades to deny it
to the enemy. While some members of the company hauled new
boxes of grenades up the steep
trail, the others lobbed several
hundred grenades on the Japanese, who withdrew from the
exposed top at dawn.

anese and American equipment
found on the escarpment explained the ability of the enemy
to hold out so tenaciously. Enemy equipment included one 75mm. pack howitzer with ammunition, two heavy machine guns,
six light machine guns, two knee
mortars, three magnetic mines,
and a large quantity of ammunition. Their American weapons
consisted of two light machine
gun, two BAR’s, three carbines,
and three Tommy guns. A total
of 462 Japanese were killed in
the area of Tanabaru during the
three day battle, most of them
on the escarpment and others
as they tried to make their way
back to their lines.

Company F returned to Tanabaru the same morning for a
second sweep through the town
and killed eight Japanese. Supported by mortar fire and aided
by small-arms fire from Company E, Company F initially made
rapid progress on the slope but
then ran into a series of coral
outcroppings. With portable
flame throwers, mortar fire,
and quantities of grenades, the
troops eliminated all resistance
on the slope by evening.

By 6 May the 3d Battalion, 17th
Regiment, was fighting for Knob
2 on Kochi Ridge and was trying to burn the Japanese out of
the east side by rolling 10-gallon
cans of napalm, gasoline, and
motor oil over the top. On the
same day, two platoons of infantry seized a small portion of
How Hill but, contrary to orders,
retreated in the face of heavy
fire from Kochi Ridge. At this
point the 7th Division was under heavy pressure from XXIV
Corps to push more aggressively. Accordingly, BG Joseph
L. Ready, the assistant division
commander, ordered Colonel
Pachler’s 17th Infantry to attack
Zebra Hill on 7 May.

On the following day, Company
F attacked the crest of Tanabaru
Escarpment from the west behind mortar fire and quickly
gained the top. Trenches were
littered with Japanese dead,
most of them killed by 81-mm.
mortar fire. The amount of Jap-

Tanks and infantry of the 3d Battalion moved out the next morning through Kochi. Their initial
objective was an enemy strong
point in the road cut between
Zebra Hill and Kochi Ridge. This
strong point formed the western
anchor of the Japanese line run-
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ning toward Kibara, from which
the Japanese 22d Regiment was
ordered on 7 May “to exact as
heavy a toll on the enemy as
possible.” Heavy artillery fire
held up the infantry, but the
tanks plunged through Kochi to
the west end of the road cut, and
the troops followed as soon as
the artillery slackened off. The
strong point was a cave in the
north side of the cut. Japanese
fire from Knob 4 and neighboring heights, combined with the
steep walls of the narrow passage, made this position almost
inaccessible. Tanks poured flame
and shells into the road cut, but
when they prepared to return for
resupply, the enemy on Knob 4
opened up on the troops. After
exchanging fire with the Japanese until midafternoon, the 3d
Battalion withdrew.
Meanwhile the 1st Battalion again seized How Hill and
gained more ground on Kochi.
Rain began on the afternoon of
the 7th and continued into the
next day, but the tired men of
the 17th Infantry did not give up
the attack. The platoon of 2LT
William T. Coburn, who had
joined Company G nine days
before as a replacement, followed him to Knob 4 but was
soon driven back by mortars and
machine guns. Infuriated by the
loss of two men killed and three
wounded, Coburn and SSG
George Hills returned to Knob
4 and hurled grenades at an enemy mortar crew in the road cut
below. Although a mortar shell
had severely wounded Hills, he
and Coburn killed the Japanese
in the cut.
By 9 May, the 17th was relieved

by the 382d Infantry, 96th Division. At the expense of more
than 20,000 casualties, including
nonbattle, the American forces
on the Shuri line had extended
their line at Maeda, Kochi, and
Awacha, thus making their lines
of communication more secure
and gaining more favorable terrain for the Tenth Army attack
scheduled for 11 May.
Unceasing air attack was another piece of the Okinawa fight.
There were 560 raids by 2,228
enemy planes between 1 April
and 17 May. The battle lasted 82
days. The cost was 45,029 U.S.
casualties (including the 10th
Army Commander, LTG Simon
Buckner and correspondent Ernie Pyle) and 94,001 Japanese
casualties. Only 1,700 Japanese
surrendered.
The US Navy suffered staggering
losses to the Japanese Kamikaze and conventional attacks. At
one point, TF58 was driven away
from the island until crippled
ships could be escorted safely to
Kerama Retto. These Kamikaze
attacks were conducted by the
thousands, and included rocketpowered “Oka” (Cherry Blossom) piloted warheads, which
sank USS Abele DD-733. The total of US Navy losses in the Fifth
Fleet was 36 ships and landing
craft sunk, 368 damaged. Nearly
5,000 sailors were killed, and
almost that many wounded.
Among the vessels badly damaged were flattops Franklin CV13, Bunker Hill CV-17, Enterprise
CV-6, Wasp CV-18, hospital ship
Comfort AH-6, destroyer Laffey
DD-724, and ill-fated cruiser Indianapolis CA-35.

Results of the battle:
*Decision to use atomic weapons to
hasten the end of the war.
*Immediate occupation
through 1972.

of

Japan

*Provided multiple training areas for
occupation forces.
*Staging area for later deployments to
Korean War.
*Staging area for later deployments to
Vietnam War.
*Forward presence for the current
“pivot” to Asia by U.S. policy makers.

Under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between
the United States and Japan,
the United States is obliged to
defend Japan in close cooperation with the Japan Self-Defense
Forces for maritime defense, ballistic missile defense, domestic
air control, communications security (COMSEC), and disaster
response operations.

SERIOUS
ISSUES
LOOMING
I’ve reported for some time
now about our membership
issues (lack of annual members, etc.) I don’t think that
people realize how serious
our situation is.
As of February 2013, we
have 693 active members of
the Association, but out of
that number, 569 are Life
Members.
Here are the actual numbers:
six - 1-17 Annual Members
three - 4-17 Annual Members
one - 1-17 Life Member
one - 4-17 Life Member
(that’s 11 members from two
active duty battalions)
four Lineal Annual Members
27 Lineal Life Members
(Lineal = Family Members)

Americans invade Okinawa, http://whydidwedothat.blogspot.com/2010/04/americansinvade-okinawa.html; accessed 22 November
2012
US Army in WWII, Okinawa, the Last Battle
by Appleman, Burns, Gugeler, and Stevens at
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USA/USA-POkinawa/USA-P-Okinawa-11.html
New York Times, June 22 1945
US Naval Institute, 21 June 1945: “Okinawa has been won” at http://blog.usni.
org/2009/06/21/21-june-1945-okinawa-hasbeen-won; accessed 22 November 2012
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nine Associate Life Members
two Associate Annual
(Associate = Assn Friends)
73 17th Veteran Annual
Members
Please reach out to any 17th
Infantry veteran that you
know that isn’t a member.
And we need to get more
Active Duty members!

HDMOR

Honorary Distinguished
Members of the Regiment

The above photograph was sent in by MSG Robert Northcutt (USA
RET) The bench is located at the Muskingum County Courthouse in
Zanesville, Ohio. The bench was put in place in honor of the 17th
Infantry Regiment and the Ohio Flag Unit (17th Infantry Veterans)
COL JAMES D SHELDON (USA RET) *Silver Star
MSG ROBERT NORTHCUTT (USA RET) *Distinguished Service Medal
LOUIS KOLB *Silver Star
LOUIS PERRIN
FRED McGEE *Silver Star
ROBERT BRICKNER
GENE ZIMMERMAN

Service officer tip
VA advice from Bob Petzold

If you have lost or misplaced your discharge (DD 214) you may copy
the form SF 180 or use with web site below which can be typed on
your computer. This form can be used for the replacement of your
discharge or the issuing of your medals.
http://www.archives.gov/research/order/standard-form-180.pdf
If you have any questions I am available to assist you.

Bob Petzold
5200 SW 25th Blvd #4207
Gainesville, FL 32608
352 548 5906
414 339 7508
easy17@gator.net
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Margaret Baumann
Ulrike Bell
Alan Bjerke
JoAnn Brigham Moore
Catherine I. Bryant
Robert Buerlein (Ek Knives)
Stefania Burke
Mary Jo Camp
Cathy Colley
Leslie Drumhiller
Carolyn Eve
Fran Feury
Gay Frazer
Charlotte Gallo
Donald Garner
Sally Harvey
Joyce Himka
Evelyn Haynes
Carol Heiter
John Hillman
Peggy Holt
Mardelle Ingman
Ardith Isham
Richard Kabaker
Ellen Legg
Mark Marques
Helma Mataxis
Roy P. Montgomery
Alicyn Moore
Chiara Murrell
Nancy Namm
David Nethken
Maggie Nightingale
Lynn Okita
Teresa Robbins
Alma Rohr
Carol Rosa
Lee Rothman
Crystal Sherwood
Carla Shook
Margaret Smith
Christy Splechter
Shirley Stoddard
Janet Strube
Marie Sullivan
Mary Watts
Lee Whitson
Patricia “Pat” Wilson
Tomicene Wilson
Laura Wittler

Hilton New Orleans Riverside
2 Poydras St.
New Orleans, LA 70130
PHONE NUMBER: (504) 561-0500

$101.00 a night
The Hilton New Orleans Riverside overlooks the
Mississippi River and downtown New Orleans –
a prime location to experience the best New Orleans restaurants, nightlife and attractions.
The room rate of $101 per night is excellent and
will allow each attendee to determine if they want
to pay $18 for a discounted coupon per person for
a full breakfast or take advantage of other options
either on or off the hotel site.
The hotel is centrally located across the street
from the casino, adjacent to the Riverwalk Mall
for shopping, and to the River Boat Tour dock
area, and about four blocks from the French Market and Bourbon Street. The location will reduce
Association transportation costs for the Reunion.
Parking is extremely expensive in New Orleans;
however, the Hilton Riverside owns its own parking garage and has offered free parking for up
to 20 cars on a first come basis and $10 per day
discounted parking for others. This will be a significant savings for the attendee that drives to the
Reunion.
The Hotel is providing a small room for the Board
Meetings at no cost.

Additional concessions include, a small beer and
wine reception on Wednesday evening, complimentary pastries and coffee for the Board and Officers Meeting, and complimentary coffee for the
Business Meeting.
The Hotel is providing an additional room next to
the Banquet room at no cost for possible use after
the Banquet for cocktails and dancing.
The Hotel has agreed to allow the Association to
provide its own alcohol in the Hospitality Suite
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Friday, September 6:

based on a signed Liability Waiver.

Wednday, September 4:

Arrival and Registration, Informal Board and Officers Meeting.

Thursday, September 5:

The National WW II Museum visit will include a
self-guided tour and the IMAX, “Beyond Boundaries,” experience. “Beyond Boundaries” is a 45
minute film shown in the museum’s state of the art
IMAX Theater, highlighting the events that led to
War with Germany and its allies. Transportation
will be provided as needed to and from the hotel.
This will be done as a shuttle service, allowing for
a tour of the museum by small groups and on the
attendee’s desired schedule. The shuttle bus will
have a capacity of 36 persons. The showing of
“Beyond Boundaries” for our attendees will be at
11AM followed by a catered lunch at the museum
at NOON. The lunch menu will consist of typical
New Orleans cuisine. The last shuttle will depart
the museum for the hotel at 3PM. For those that
are more ambitious, the museum is within walking distance and only eight blocks from the hotel.
Taxis are also available for individuals that wish
to stay past 2PM at the museum.

Attendees will exit the hotel, which is located
along the Mississippi River, and board the Creole
Queen paddle wheel riverboat at 10AM for a trip
along the banks of the Mississippi River past the
French Quarter to Jean Lafitte National Park, the
site of the 1815 battle of New Orleans. Attendees
can tour the Chalmette Battlefield, including the
Malus-Beauregard House and Chalmette Monument before re-boarding, and lunch onboard as
the Creole Queen paddles back to the hotel’s back
door, at approximately 1PM. During the return to
the hotel the Captain will give a historical narrative and entertainment will be provided by a Dixieland band.

Saturday, September 7:

The Formal Board and Officers Meeting will be
held at 9AM followed by the Annual Business
Meeting at 11AM. The Banquet festivities will
begin at 5PM with an open Hospitality Room followed promptly by dinner at 6PM.
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17TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION REUNION
September 4th through September 7th 2013
Hilton - New Orleans Riverside

NAME
SPOUSE OR GUEST

DAYTIME PHONE

NAME(S) FOR NAME TAGS
Note: This is separate from the Hotel Registration and MUST BE SENT TO Steve Goodwin at the address below.
Member Status: Life_______
Annual_______ Note: If you are an annual member, dues for the year
2013 should be paid by this time. If they are not, please enclose a separate check for $17.00. Your membership year will be on the mailing label of the Bugle (example: RA 2013)
I (WE) PLAN TO ARRIVE IN New Oreans on: (date)
Wednesday, September 4th, 2013: (Official Start)
Wednesday officially kicks off the reunion and the Hospitality Room will be open for
attendees to use. Remember, the week’s events are not mandatory and veterans are
welcome any day of the week.
REQUIRED REUNION REGISTRATION:
Thursday, September 5th, 2013:
$40 X ______ People
The National WWII Museum (D-Day Museum)
Includes: lunch, transportation and full access to this wonderful state of the art
museum honoring the Infantryman and our distinguished history on the battlefield.
THURSDAYS EVENTS
Friday, September 6th, 2013:
$40 X ______ People
Creole Queen paddle wheel riverboat Tour: Mississippi River to Jean Lafitte National
Park (site of the 1815 Battle of New Orleans) Dixieland music and lunch on board.
Saturday, September 7th, 2013:
17th Infantry Reunion Banquet
Buffet Style Dinner

FRIDAYS EVENTS
$40 X ______ People

$40.00 Reunion Registration Fee (per person): Includes hospitality Room Fees
(includes all alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages, snacks, etc. for duration of
SATURDAYS EVENTS
reunion), personalized name tag, lanyard, entertainment, and other reunion items.
$40 X ______ People
This is a MANDATORY CHARGE PER PERSON (18 years and older)

Make Checks Payable to: The 17th Infantry Association
Please send forms and fees to Steve Goodwin
no later than August 26th, 2013

Steve Goodwin
4366 Central Ave
Western Springs, IL 60558

TOTAL DUE:
BY AUGUST 24, 2013 ______________
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CHICAGO 2012

17th Infantry Regiment Association
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“Buffalo Blade”
The 17th Infantry Regiment now has an official
fighting knife!

Knife (as shown) $349
Optional Display Case: $59
Free Shipping for Association
Members (APO and CONUS)
Bob Buerlein
Ek Commando Knife Co.
(804) 257-7144
www.EkKnife.com
HQ@EkKnife.com
17th Infantry’s HCOR, Steve Gardner presents SSG
Le of Bco 1-17 an Ek commando knife for being
named the 2011 “I Corps NCO of the Year”

The Association has teamed up
with the Ek Commando Knife
Company for some high quality, battle-tested combat knives
for official presentations such
as Soldier and NCO of the year.
These will also be available to
Members of the Association for
purchase. What a great functional item to show your pride
in serving with the Regiment.

Infantryman in mind as the
guard and X-Head Fasteners are
solid brass. Note the wide “gripping grooves” on the Micarta
grips. Contact Bob Buerlin for
ordering (make sure you mention the 17th for the discount.)

Ek Commando Knives, famous
since 1941, have been battle
proven in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Afghanistan, and Iraq. They are proud
to be the living link continuing
the tradition that dates back to
the days of John Ek, himself, in
1941.
Much thanks goes to CSM
Green for spearheading the efforts to get these produced for
the Association and its members. These are made with the
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UPDATED VFW STYLE CAP INFORMATION
Show Your Regimental Pride with the VFW Style Caps
It’s been a few years since we included
the Association Cap ordering form in the
Buffalo Bugle, and we have some updated
Company information as well. These are
sharp caps that you can personalize and
wear with pride. You can now download
the form on our website under the 17th
Infantry Quartermaster Store Link (Under
VFW Style Cap). If you don’t have internet
access, please feel free to contact me and
I’ll send you the form via “Snail Mail.”
New Company information is as follows:
American Heroes Mfg., Inc.
4681 Arrow Hwy. Unit A
Montclair, CA 91763
Tel. (909) 398-0100
Fax (909) 398-0110

Right Side Example

CSM Timothy Green
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Left Side Example

H O N OR

ARY COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

Bugle Spot Report #8
With the start of 2013 the 1st Battalion will be completing its redeployment to JBLM and the 4th
Battalion will be moving units to
their final locations in Afghanistan for a nine month rotation.
Our thoughts are with the 4th

Tom Fernandez
de la Reguera.
Gentlemen: A few notes on the
Service at Arlington:
If there ever was a beautiful
day to be remembered by family, friends and armed service
comrades, it was November 26,
2012. That was the day that a funeral Mass was held at the Old
Post Chapel at Fort Myer, VA for
our comrade Tom Fernandez de
la Reguera. In addition to family
and friends, there was a squad of
Buffalos to pay final respects to
our deceased comrade.
Tom would have appreciated that

Battalion as they perform their
mission this year, and we pray
for their safe return.
Whether it was Christmas trees,
care packages or prayers for a
safe return, I want to personally
thank all of you that provided
support for 1st Battalion during
their deployment. 1st Battalion
did a truly outstanding job and
significantly contributed to accomplishing our Army’s mission
in Afghanistan. We had a truly
great 2012 Reunion in Chicago.
The hotel, events and company
were some of the best we have
experienced. Special thanks to
the Goodwins and all others
who supported this very successful event.

battalions to increase our membership. We are all recruiters
for the Association and this year
an emphasis on the active Battalions is important. Thanks in
advance for your assistance.
Cathy and I wish you a happy
and safe new year and hope to
see you all in New Orleans for
our Reunion!

Buffalo!
Steve Gardner

In addition to supporting the 4th
Battalion this year, we all need
to reach out to our veteran comrades and soldiers of the active

the Buffalo contingent included
Association members from the
Korean War through subsequent
deployments and duty stations
to the youngest Buffalo in attendance, MSG Charles Burrow
who is still on active duty.
Following the Mass, the casket was placed on the caisson
for the solemn procession to
the gravesite. Your Association
President Bruce Frazer and Secretary Steve Goodwin walked
behind the caisson, while the
remainder of us followed in the
motorcade. After the solemn
graveside service and a tribute
given by one of Tom’s nephews,
family, friends and fellow Buffalos placed roses on his casket as
a final tribute. Bruce Frazer then

29

met with the family and gave
Tom’s nephews a Buffalo coin to
remind them of his happy times
with the Regiment and the 17th
Infantry Association.
Respectfully submitted,

Tom Nightingale

Aco 1/17 Medic - Pork Chop Hill
DMOR - 17th Infantry

SURROUNDED - 22 JANUARY 1950 - Korea
Once again we were moving forward to a location unknown. The
3rd Battalion was moving up to
a small village to set up a defensive position to prepare for the
8th Army counterattack, Operation Thunderbolt, which was to
commence on January 25th.
Although I can’t remember the
exact date we moved into position it was probably about January 20th. If the village had a
name we weren’t aware of it so it
became another no-name-ni village. Korea had an awful lot of
villages with that name because
we never could find a map which
showed them. In most instances

we never even had a map. Even
though I was a gunner on the 75
and was expected to put fire on
specific targets, someone always
had to point their finger in the
general location and tell me what
it looked like, as they had the
map. It could have been a 1935
AAA travel map as far as I was
concerned. Chaplain John Phillips commented on this in one
of his articles. He never knew
where he was either, and he was
there a year after I rotated.
Once again we were attached to
L Company. I felt more at home
there than I did in my own company. We moved into the village
and dug in at the South end of
town. We moved into a vacant
house and used it as a warming house. It was next to a row
of buildings which was the town

school house. Behind the warming house was a cemetery, and
this is where we dug in the gun
and set up our line of defense.
To our immediate front was a
couple of small buildings that we
were told were occupied by an
ROK Ranger unit and a hill that
rose to about 200 feet and had
a path way that ran down to the
school house. This town was in
a valley surrounded by a line of
hills about 100 to 300 feet high.
The only road went through the
West side of the valley, the town
being set along the road. From
the road East were rice paddies
that seemed to stretch all the
way to the hills. The Road entering the town from the south
crossed a rather large ravine
and was spanned by a wooden
bridge. The entire length of the
town was about four or five city
blocks. The largest structure
was a granary that the Chinese
had already liberated. (They did
leave a receipt saying they would
pay the people of the village
someday.)
To our left, a 30 cal. heavy machine gun was deployed. Never
could figure out why they were
there as they had practically no
field of fire and we would have
to fire over their heads if we had
to fire to our left flank. Some
squad leader had his BAR man
dig in about 50 feet directly behind our 75. Not a good choice
but when we brought it to his attention he said not to worry, that
we wouldn’t be engaged in any
action. Famous last words.
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On the 20th, L Company sent out
two platoon size patrols, each in
a different direction. While they
were out the Battalion got orders to pull back to a new position. One of the patrols had
returned but the other was still
out and had lost contact. L Company was told to stay and hold
their position until the missing
patrol returned. As the Battalion
pulled back, L Company tightened up their positions. We had
two half tracks mounted with
81mm mortars in support.
The next day was uneventful
other than doing some work to
fortify our position.
That night we were on a regular security alert with just two
sentries near our gun position,
It was extremely cold, again in
the –0 degree area. We made it a
rule never to be at the site of the
gun because it was too identifiable and made a good reference
point for someone wanting to
get you. We usually set up about
five to ten yards away from the
position. About 2:00 AM in the
morning of January 22, all hell
broke loose. We were under attack from all sides with bugles
blaring, tracers of all colors
coming in from all directions
and then a loud explosion as the
Chinese had blown the bridge
across the ravine. All our men
got to their positions and contrary to all we were told about
recoilless weapons not usable at
night, because of the back blast,
we started firing at anything that
moved to our front. We could
see the Chinese coming down
the path towards the school and
put fire upon them. They quit
that real quick. A machine gun

got into the school and started to
put fire on L Co men who were
positioned in the rice paddy. We
were directed to put WP into the
roof and set it on fire. One round
did the job and the roof started
to blaze. We then got a call to put
it out as the fire was lighting up
our positions. Well, with God as
my witness, I put an HE right in
the middle of the fire and it went
out. Talk about luck.
We were receiving very heavy
machine gun fire from the hills
across the rice paddies and were
requested to put some rounds on
them. To do this I had to turn the
gun 180 degrees. The gun was
in a horseshoe pit and a parafit
was heaped up in front. Without
thinking I swung the gun around
and fired. Big mistake, as the
back blast hit the parafit -- which
was frozen solid, bounced back,
and hit me full in the back, tossing me about 20 feet in front of
the gun and knocking the wind
out of me. The next thing I remembered was the Platoon Sgt
slapping me on the back. I told
him to quit, that I could breathe
and he said to shut up that he
was trying to put the fire out.
My field jacket had been set on
fire by the blast.
We continued to put fire on any
place we felt was a target. The
school house was hit several
more times, finally silencing the
machine guns. I didn’t realize it
then, but there were times we
were firing so close to our own
position we were actually in the
bursting radius of our shells.
About 5:30 AM it all ended.
The CCF pulled back and disappeared. We checked around our

31

perimeter and found about a
dozen dead Chinese.
The interior of the school house
was torn to pieces by the 75 HE.
Remember the BAR man put behind our gun? We checked his
hole and he was gone. Never
did know who he was but I got
a feeling when the first round
went off he took off. M/Sgt Foster of L Company was KIA in
the initial assault. He was one of
those who got caught up in the
Ungi River crossing that I wrote
about earlier and made it out
OK. About four years ago, after
some searching, I located his son
in Inman, SC . I contacted him
and told him about his father in
Korea and how well liked and
respected he was by his men
and also how he died. He was
very appreciative of the information. In regards to that Heavy 30
MG to our left, they never fired
a shot all night. When the sun
came up they sprayed the hill to
their front, after it was all over.
They were sent back to the rear,
and the Section Sgt was transferred to a rifle company, never
to be seen again. Regarding the
missing platoon, they were ambushed, being mostly wiped out
or captured. A few made it out.
I ran into four of them at Percy
Jones Army Hospital in July of
1951. But that is another story.
“Truth and Courage”

Jim Rohr

“Cpl James Rohr”
17th Infantry Regiment, M Co;
75MM RR Platoon

Colonel Steve Gardner visits with PFC Goodwin
who was recovering in the hospital from wounds
received in Afghanistan with the 1st Battalion.

Congratulations goes out to Gabe for being
named the 2012 American Humane Association Hero Dog of the Year. Gabe’s owner is SFC Chuck Shuck, whos a DMOR and
served with Cco 1-17 from 1998 to 2002.
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KOREAN WAR 1950-1953
LTC Beverly Read being awarded the DSC for actions on Porkchop Hill July 1953
Norris Pickens - 1953

Arthur Clodfelder and Pat Anderson at entrance of .30 cal
Heavy Machine Gun Bunker - Dco 1-17 Infantry December 1951

CPT Roy Harmes
September 1951
Battle of Hugunt’o-ryong

Tank Company 1950
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is in the heart of New Orleans
that’s across the street from the
Harrah’s Casino and a few blocks
from Bourbon Street and the
rest of the French Quarter. We
waited several weeks to publish
this Bugle so you could have all
of the 2013 reunion information,
so make your reservations now!

BUFFALO BUGLE EDITOR

Editor’s Rant
I hope that everyone had a great
holiday season and I’m looking
forward to a productive 2013 for
all Buffalo. This past year saw
the 1st Battalion ending a yearlong deployment with the final
troops returning home at the end
of January 2013. We also wish
the 4th Battalion all the best in
their deployment as they’re currently serving in Afghanistan and
should be home towards the end
of 2013.
The Chicago reunion was a great
event and I’d like to thank everyone who attended with a special thanks to Steve and Lauren
Goodwin for hosting the reunion.
The October weather was a little
chilly in Chicago, but nothing
that a bunch of grunts couldn’t
take (I was glad that we packed
some extra snivel gear though!)
I’m looking forward to the warm
September weather in New Orleans this year and I have a feeling that we might see a record
number of attendees in 2013,
as it’s a great location, great attractions, and a great hotel that

We lost some dear friends in the
past several months to include
Peter Gallo, Tom Fernandez, and
Ed Graham. Pete and Ed were
World War II veterans, and believe it or not, Ed served with
the 17th Infantry at Ft Crook,
Nebraska in the late 1930s. He
took part in the Regimental
move that took the 17th Infantry to Ft Ord prior to World War
II. I used to get a kick out of
introducing him as the “oldest”
buffalo at reunions. Pete Gallo
will be dearly missed, as he’s
been a yearly fixture at the reunions and made an impression
on everyone who knew him.
Tom Fernandez will also be
dearly missed as he was always
a jokester. In a recent conversation I had with Richard Whitson,
who served with Tom as an officer in Easy Company in 1952, he
told me that Tom was a jokester
back then too.

tery. It was a beautiful day and
it was a great way to pay honor
to a great man and to strengthen
those bonds between friends.
Association Member and DMOR,
Tom Nightingale wrote a great article about it for this issue (page
29). As a lot of you know, I’ve
been on a mission to document
as much as I can on the Korean
War and seeing that I was down
in DC, I decided to add a day to
my trip and drive to Lexington,
Virginia to visit with Colonel Bev
Read’s widow Suzanne, who was
a very gracious host. I scanned
almost 200 pictures, newspaper
articles, and documents that will
be a great addition to the 17th
Infantry Regiment’s Historical
Archives.

Two souls that were taken too
soon were SFC Riley Stephens
and SFC Barrett McNabb, who
were both killed in Afghanistan
in 2012.

I recently got some lists of 17th
Infantry officers from January
1953 and April 1953 and I’ve
comprised a master list of Officer and Enlisted Personnel. I’ve
been using this list to track down
men who served with the 17th
Infantry during the Korean War
and by searching the internet for
names on the list, I’ve been sending out letters to “possible” veterans and, or their families. So far
I’ve had some great results and
I’ve heard from several veterans
who served during the last year
of the Korean War. I hope to add
to our historic archives with pictures and additional information
and memoirs. If you have photographs, color slides, or documents from your time with the
17th Infantry Regiment (any era)
please contact me so that we can
discuss options.

In November, several of us attended Tom Fernandez’s funeral
at Arlington National Ceme-

I was contacted in December by
a Mrs. Karen Gill about some
Buffalo Bugles that she had. Her

They all lived long and productive lives and we’ll never be able
to replace them.
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late father, Bob Reichheld served
as the Buffalo Bugle Editor from
1952 to 1953, and she offered
to send them to me to scan for
our archives. In our conversations, she said that she would
send me half of them at a time
and I received the first batch a
few weeks ago and was I astonished! In the box was every Buffalo Bugle from May of 1952 to
December of 1952 (During the
Korean War they published the
Bugle daily) So I’ve scanned the
first batch and I’m awaiting the
second batch. These papers are a
daily diary of the Regiment and
are very valuable to our historical
archives. When I have them all
edited and cleaned up, I’ll make
sure that they’re available to all
our members via the website.

In this issue of the Buffalo Bugle,
I’m starting a new feature called
“The Collector’s Corner.” For
many years I’ve collected 17th
Infantry memorabilia and I have
a pretty impressive collection
now after ten years. From 17th
Infantry Crests, 17th Infantry
crossed rifles, buffalo nickels,
buffalo goads (swagger sticks),
uniforms, helmets, etc. You
name it, I collect it. I thought
that it would be not only educational for people who might
want to start their own collection, but it’s all historic 17th
Infantry items, with very interesting stories related to individual items. The first item on
the Collector’s Corner is a Goad
that beloned to a 17th Infantry
Regimental Commander, Glen

H. Gardner who commanded the
17th Infantry from 1956 to 1957.
This is the nicest goad that I’ve
ever seen and I was glad to add
it to my collection this past year.
You can read about it in the article, and I’m planning on highlighting some of my collection in
future issues to educate members
and perhaps learn more about the
history of certain items from Association members. If you have
something that you’d like to contribute to this new feature, please
let me know.
On page 37 of this publication is
information on a new book Korea:
Traces of a Forgotten War by Dr.
James N. Butcher, who served with
Fox Company, 17th Infantry during 1952 and 1953. It’s well written and will be a valuable addition to the historic archives of the
17th Infantry Regiment. I bought
a copy for myself, but wanted to
thank James for sending a copy
for the Association’s archives. I’d
also like to thank Jack Dean who
sent me a copy of his book Misfits Squad - Korea 1951 Jack also
sent me some great pictures that I
scanned and returned.
Again, I hope to see many of you
in New Orleans for the reunion in
September.
“BUFFALO STRONG”

Donald
E. Shook Jr.
Bco 4-17 Infantry (7th ID) 1984-1988
An example of one of
Bob Reichheld’s Buffalo Bugles. This one is
from 25 June 1952

Ephesians 1:13-14
And you also were included in Christ
when you heard the message of truth,
the gospel of your salvation. When you
believed, you were marked in him with
a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is
a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance
until the redemption of those who are
God’s possession—to the praise of his
glory.

When I’m finished
scanning these, they
will be a valuable part
of our historic archives.
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Collector’s Corner

“BUFFALO GOAD”

A 17th Infantry Historic Memorabilia Guide
I recently purchased this fine
example of a Buffalo Goad that
belonged to Colonel Glen H.
Gardner who commanded the
17th Infantry from 1955 to 1956.
The wood is finely carved and
all the metal has a silver finish
with fine engraving along with
Colonel and crossed 17th Infantry emblems. Colonel Gardner’s
name is engraved on the head of
the stick (shown) and “17th INF
REGT” is engraved on the tip.
As with all buffalo goads there’s
also a buffalo nickel on the primer end of the .50 cal brass. On
this Goad the buffalo is shown,
where others in my collection
have the crest with years showing. Most goad’s are 17-18 inches
in length (this one is a little over
17 inches.)

G. H. GARDNER - COL INF

Please feel free to send me pictures of your goad, as I would be
interested in seeing them.
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This Buffalo Goad is 17 1/4 inches long with dark stain and finished in silver.

Colonel Rank and Crossed Rifles detail

The “Buffalo Goad” was a
unique and distinctive swaggertype stick carried by Officers
and NCOs of the 17th Infantry
to symbolize the pride and tradition of the unit. I’ve heard
many stories of how they came
into existence. Stories of Colonel Powell creating them in 1950,
officers starting to use them in
early 1953, and as reported in our
May-June 2008 issue, a KATUSA
SGM presented the first one to
the Regimental S-4 in 1953. The
earliest one that I can document
belonged to Colonel William Hardick, who commanded the 17th
Infantry from late 1952 to early
1953. I know that they were used
from 1953 to the late 1960s.

KOREA: Traces of a forgotten war
Author:
James N. Butcher
Publisher: Hellgate Press
www.hellgatepress.com
ISBN: 9781555717247
Pages: 352
The main goal of this book is
to provide a description of the
combat experiences of an infantryman with Fox Company
of the 17th Infantry Regiment
during the final year of the Korean War (1952-1953). The book
describes trench warfare in the
mountainous Korean terrain under extreme weather conditions.
Life on the front line vacillated
between boredom and severe
weather challenges; between the
sudden life threatening enemy
attacks and our assaults on enemy positions on Korean hills to
retain our strategic place along
the front line. In the descriptions of his experiences, the author provides a graphic portrayal
of living conditions on the front
and describes combat actions
that occurred.
The events described here are
likely representative of what
many American combat infantrymen went through during the
later months of the Korean War.
Daily life under battle conditions
is clearly described. The challenges that can occur in frozen
or rainy, mud-soaked conditions
are detailed and the frequent artillery barrages and hill assaults
are described. One of the major
military activities of the Korean
War was combat patrol action
deep into “no man’s land” as
illustrated in the topic chosen
for the Korean War Memorial

monument in Washington D.C.
to commemorate the contribution of American servicemen in
the war. Reconnaissance patrols
and challenging combat patrols
were major activities for maintaining the hardiness of front
line positions.

tation of war time experiences
that occurred in the last year of
the war, a period that has not
been well documented in books
and articles, and provides readers with graphic descriptions of
those front line actions and two
major battles of the times.

This book highlights Fox Company’s engagement in two major
battles of this period—the Battle for Jane Russell Hill (a part
of Triangle Ridge) and the first
Battle of Pork Chop Hill. Both
actions involved great loss of
life for Chinese and American
troops during this period of the
war when great political turmoil was occurring between the
United Nations and communist
delegations at the Panmunjom
Peace Talks in an effort to bring
the war to a close.

The final chapter of this book
contains a discussion of the Korean War from a veteran’s perspective and aims to shed light
on the meaning of the Korean
War and how it has been described. An effort was made to
provide a perspective on some
of the lingering questions some
people have about the Korean
War, such as how the war began, how it evolved into a “limited” engagement, whether the
war was won or lost, what value
might have accrued from the
war efforts, and how the results
of the war likely impacted the
Korean people.

Even though this book was not
intended as a history of the Korean War, it is a careful documen-
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17th INFANTRY TAPS
We say goodbye to some dear friends

TOM FERNANDEZ DE LA REGUERA
Eco and Colombian Bn Liason - Korean War
Palm Coast, Florida
MSG RILEY STEPHENS
A 1-17 1994-96 and 1998-00 (Alaska)
KIA Afghanastan 28 September 2012

EULOS “Ed” GRAHAM
Aco - Anti Tank Co
Ft Crook, NB
Ft Ord, CA
1938-1942
Past President (West)
Past Assn Officer and
DMOR

PETER GALLO
Bco and HQs 1/17 - WWII
Past Assn Officer and DMOR
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BUFFALO Funnies

SFC BARRETT McNABB
562 Engineer Company
KIA Afghanistan June 2012
SFC Barett McNabb was a member of 562 Engineer Company
who while in garrison was attached to 1-17 Infantry.

“Men in case you haven’t already guessed, you are now members of that
fine ol’ outfit, ‘The Buffaloes’.”

ADDRESS LABEL EXPLANATION

On the back of every Buffalo Bugle is an address label. The Association cannot afford to send out membership reminders, so please pay
attention to the code above your name. If you’re a Life Member (RL,
AL, LL, or ADL) then your membership never expires. If you’re an annual member (RA, LA, AA, AD1, or AD4) then the year listed is the
year your membership is good for. In the image above, Beetle Bailey
is a 2012 regular annual member. His dues would be due in January
2013 and if he doesn’t pay in 2013, he’ll be taken off the mailing list
in January 2014.
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Mr. Steven Goodwin
Scholarship Chairman & Treasurer
17th Infantry Regiment Association
4366 Central Ave.
Western Springs, IL 60558
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New ASSOCIATION
Members
UPGRADED TO LIFE
Michael Patrick Kelly
Aco 3-17 1992-1993

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
Kevin Epps
Cco 3-17 1981-1983
John Ross
HHC 4-17 1987-1990
Theodore Golden
Aco 1-17 2004-2006
Paul Hull
Aco 1-17 BG 1958-1959

Samuel Burks
Bco 4-17 1984-1988
William Kramlich
Aco 4-17 1984-1988
Adriel Toth
Grandfather served in the 17th
from 1898-1901

NEW ANNUAL
MEMBERS
Barry P. Mooney
HQ 1-17 1963-1964
Jane Werner
Friend of the Buffalo
Michael Griffith
3-17 Medic 1991-1993
Dan Hightower
4-17 Scout 1987-1990
Antonio Sola
Dco 1-17 & COLOMBIAN BN
1952-1953

NEW ACTIVE DUTY
ANNUAL MEMBERS
Bernard Carr
Cco & HHC 1-17 2009-2013

Andrew Keith
Cco & HHC 4-17 1984-1988
Roger Singleton
Heavy Mortar 1956-1957
Herman Di Claudio
Tank Company 1949-1953

Michael Kozlik
4-17 Officer 1984-1987

Glenn Odberg
Aco 1-17 1969-1970
Mark Gilley
Bco 4-17 1988-1990
Gustavo Tovar
Mortar 1956-1957
Robert R. Charland
Recon & Aco 1-17 BG
1947-48 & 1961-62
CPT Cody Ford
Cco CO 1-17 2012-2013
CSM Michael Oldsen
4-17 CSM 2012-2014
Chris Kibler
4-17 Scout PSG 1990-1993
Jerry Toney
Lco 3-17 1956-1957
Nicholas Decorse
Bco 4-17 1988-1991
Chris Sanders
Aco 4-17 1984-1988

LTC Shannon Nielsen
Incoming 1-17 “Buffalo6”
2013-2015
Duke Hall
Cco 1-17 2011-2013
Nathan J. Taggart
1-17 Officer 2011-2013
Tom Way
Bco 3-17 1988-1990
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“Miing in Action”

MG Stephen R. Lanza speaks at the ceremony

SGT Homer May
Rifle Squad Leader
L Company, 17th Infantry
MIA 2 September 1951
Hill 851
“Missing in Action” the wire read.
The words brought such a chill
To those of us who loved him
As we all love him still.
But that was oh, so long ago.
A life-time, so it seems
And hope died slowly in our hearts
Though it sometimes fills our
dreams.
Where is our smiling soldier now
Whose future was once assured?
“Last seen in hand to hand combat”
That’s all we’ve ever heard.
The waiting has been endless
The outcome so obscure
In our hearts we hold the answer
We’ll never greet him here.
But there’s a place beyond this earth
Where one day we will see
This fallen sparrow of the Lord
in his final Victory.

CSM Delbert D. Byers hands over the 7th ID Colors to MG
Stephen R. Lanza during the 12 October ceremony

Judy Knight
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7th INFANTRY DIVISION
REACTIVATED
fantry operations and
even had a short stint
as a motorized unit.
We’ll now add to that
tradition, by taking on
the role as the Army’s
‘Stryker Division,’ as
the only division with
three Stryker brigades
within the division
formation,”

JOINT
BASE
LEWIS-MCCHORD, Wash. (Oct. 12, 2012)
-- A new chapter in Army, and
Joint Base Lewis-McChord history was written Oct. 10, as
Maj. Gen. Stephen R. Lanza,
7th Infantry Division commanding general, and Command Sgt. Maj. Delbert D.
Byers, 7th Inf. Div. command
sergeant major, uncased the
Bayonet division colors at
its reactivation ceremony on
JBLM’s Watkins Field in front
of hundreds of senior leaders,
Soldiers, former 7th Inf. Div.
veterans, and civilians.
I Corps commanding general
Lt. Gen. Robert B. Brown, the
ceremony’s reviewing officer,
said at the ceremony: “The 7th
Infantry Division has a diverse,
incredible tradition. It has
fought in all types of climates,
and conducted operations
from amphibious assaults to
airborne operations to light in-

“The 7th Infantry Division will be a superb addition to this team, and we are
all very excited about this
activation ceremony,” Brown
added.
On April 26, the secretary of
the Army directed the activation of a two-star command at
Joint Base Lewis McChord in
order to provide training and
readiness support to designated JBLM units. On May 17, the
deputy chief of staff of Army
G-3/5/7 signed an executive order directing the reactivation
of Headquarters, 7th Infantry
Division. The division officially reactivated on Oct. 1.
The 7th Inf. Div. provide command and control of five subordinate brigades and will focus on personnel, medical,
material and training readiness. The brigades include
the 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division; 3rd SBCT, 2nd Inf. Div.;
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4th SBCT, 2nd Inf. Div.; 16th
Combat Aviation Brigade; and
17th Fire Brigade, which totals
nearly 18,000 Soldiers.
As I Corps shifts its mission focus to Pacific Rim operations,
Lanza thinks his division, and
its subordinate brigades, are
in the best position to accomplish whatever mission they
may face.
“That the brigades of the 7th
Infantry Division are supporting this monumental shift is
fitting,” Lanza told the audience. “The Bayonet Division’s
rich legacy was forged largely
on the battlefields of the Pacific. From the jagged peaks
of the Aleutian Islands, to the
beaches of Leyte and Okinawa,
up and down the mountains
of the Korean peninsula, and
through the streets of Panama
City, the (7th Infantry Division) was at the forefront.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

REGIMENTAL
PRIDE

Gentlemen,
I received an e-mail from an old friend who served with Aco 17th
Infantry Regiment from the 1949-1950 time period. His name is
Robert Mercy, of the famous Mercy brothers of that time. He
wrote a book about the early years in occupied Japan with the
17th Infantry at Camp Schimmelpfennig in Sendai and the early
phases of the Korean War.
When the war broke out, many men in the 17th Infantry Regiment, including Robert, were immediately transferred to the 24th
and 25th Infantry Divisions for the initial movement to Korea by
the US Military. Robert is in the process of re-writing the book
and is trying to put together as many names as he can remember
and is particularly looking for the 1SG of Aco (Able Company)
1-17 during that time period (1949-1950).

Edmond Prater with his display

If you know who the 1SG was or if you served with Able Company, please let me know.
Any help is appreciated,
Assn Secretary,

Jam
Rohr
rohrj@comporium.net

CSM Tim Green #117 5K Run in Afghanistan

Norm Schmidt’s Awards: Notice
unique “Buffalo Goad”
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17th Infantry Regiment Association Membership Application

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Middle

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Street

Member Status:

City

Active Duty

State

Veteran

Zip

Widow of Veteran

Descendant of Veteran

Veteran Spouse’s Name (or nearest of kin):______________________________________________________
Today’s Date:_____________________________ Phone Number:____________________________________
E-Mail Address:_________________________________________ Fax Number:_________________________
With the 17th From:____________________19________ To________________________19______________
Unit served with (Battalion, Company, etc) :______________________________________________________
Referred to the Association by:________________________________________________________________
For Annual Membership Dues, please enclose $17.00. For Lifetime Membership Dues, please enclose $150.00.
Note: Lifetime Membership includes a 17th Infantry Bronze Buffalo Coin and Certificate.
Please Check One:
New Annual Membership

Renewal Annual Membership

Lifetime Membership

Note: You can have a subscription to the “Buffalo Bugle” for only $10.00 a year if you do not qualify for a 17th
Infantry Regiment Association membership.

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE WHEN FILLING OUT FORM, do not write. Mail completed form and check or money
order made out to the 17th Infantry Regiment Association to Membership Chairman, Ron Miller:
Ronald Miller
4503 Christy Drive
Granbury. Texas 76049
817 - 910 - 9520
E-Mail: millerdog70@hotmail.com
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MEMBER QUESTIONNAIRE
What is your primary reason for joining the 17th Infantry Regiment Association?

What do you feel is the most important benefit you receive from being a member of the Association?

What do you feel the Association could do differently to better serve its membership?

Do you have photographs or color slides that we can copy from your time with the 17th Infantry Regiment?

Would you be interested in serving on a committee or helping in a technical way, i.e., website
Administration, database administration, graphic art, technical writing, photography, etc.

Would you be interested in serving as a Board Member or Officer of the Association?

Are you a current member of the National Infantry Association?

Miscellaneous Comments, etc.
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Association member, Edward Geer
shown at the South Barrier Fence in
Korea on the DMZ, circa 1986. Ed
served with the 17th Infantry Regiment
three times in his military career (2-17
at Ft Ord in the early 1980’s / 1-17 in the
mid 80’s in Korea / and 3-17 in the late
80’s, early 90’s - Serving in Operation
Just Cause.)

Honorary Colonel
of the 17th Infantry,
Steve Gardner and
CPT Brian M. Giroux welcome home
LTC Timothy Davis
and CSM Timothy
Dotson from Afghanistan after a
year long deployment with 1-17 in
Afghanistan.
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Donald E Shook Jr.
17th Infantry Regiment Association
1010 Manor Road
New Kensington, PA 15068
ADDRESS LABEL CODES
RA - Veteran Annual Member (RA 2013)
RL - Veteran Life Member
AD - Active Duty Annual (AD1 or AD4)
ADL - Active Duty Life Member (ADL1 or ADL4)
AA - Associate Annual Member (AA 2013)
AL - Associate Life Member
LA - Lineal Annual Member (LA 2013)
LL - Lineal Life Member
2013 - Year Dues Paid Until

*Note: If the code above your name is anything other than
“2013” (excluding Life Memberships), your membership is due.
e-mail or call Don Shook if you have any questions.
Pictured below: Life Member, Anthony Deno (Tank Company - Korean War) and his family in Chicago

