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5. We also appointed liaison officers to the two active duty battalions, appointed a fund raising
chairman, attempting to expand
our QM inventory, are on a mission to increase our membership
of active duty Buffalos, and last
but not at all least, Col Brooks
has made inroads into getting
the Memorial at Ft Benning resolved.
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

From The Desk of
The President
Another year has slid down the
chute never to be seen again. We
have accomplished several important items that have been on
the burner for some time.
1. We finished the new and
updated Association Operating Procedure document. This
will provide future Officers and
Board members the guidelines
needed to keep the Association
alive and, hopefully, growing.
2. We achieved status from the
IRS as a non-profit organization,
which will help us financially.
3. A monthly electronic newsletter, “Buffalo Snorts,” was started to make current information
available to the membership in a
more timely fashion.
4. The Bugle was reorganized by
adding a co-editor, Ed Geer, to
spread out the workload that has
been previously carried by Don
Shook. The first issue will be out
in January of 2015.

I would be remiss if I didn’t
comment on this year’s reunion
at Tacoma. Unfortunately, I was
detoured and couldn’t make it.
However, all the comments I
have received since have been
very positive. The 1st Bn really
put themselves out to see that
the association’s Buffalos were
welcome and they were proud to
participate. I would like to name
everyone who contributed, but
the Bugle editors won’t give me
that much space.
I sincerely welcome you active
duty Buffalos to join the 17th
Inf. Regt Association. Your time
in the 17th will always be in
your memory, so why not keep
the good times flowing. You can
keep the Buffalo traditions alive.
It gives you a conduit so that
over the years you will be able
to maintain communications
with those that were beside you
through the good and the hard
times. On top of all that, membership is inexpensive. Fill out
the application in this issue and
get aboard now.
Sincerely,

Jim Rohr

President, 17th Infantry
Regiment Association
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ASSN TREASURER

A Note From The
Treasurer:
Greetings fellow Buffalos! A
few notes from my perspective
as Treasurer and some things to
consider.
We have received our notification this year from the IRS that
we are now an official 501c19
Veterans Organization. This allows us non-profit status and
more importantly the ability to
accept “charitable donations,”
Therefore, any and all donations
to the Association are now qualified as charitable gifts and as
Treasurer I can provide you a tax
donation letter for that gift!
As a result, during our reunion
this year I was happy to announce
the “Goodwin Challenge” and
made a gift to the Association of
$5,000.00 dollars.
I was overwhelmed by the
amount of support that followed.
In less than just a few minutes in
our general membership meeting, the members in attendance

followed on with some very generous gifts of support! The purpose of this challenge was to raise
awareness and acknowledge that
as an Association we have operating cost that are outstripping
our cash inflows from membership renewals and merchandise
sales. Consequently, during that
meeting we received pledges of
support totaling $16,000. I’d like
to officially recognize those individuals here and now:
Steve Goodwin - $5,000.00
Scott Cunningham - $3,000.00
Bill Beaver - $1,000.00
Joe Gonzales - $1,000.00
Larry Haynes - $500.00
George Hayden - $500.00
Allan Wallmann - $500.00
Col. Steve Gardner - $500.00
Clark Durden - $500.00
Jim Leal - $500.00
Bobby Connelly - $500.00
George Harvey - $500.00
Don Watts - $500.00
John Phillips - $500.00
Donald Shook - $500.00
Terry Tulmac - $100.00
Anthony Deno - $100.00
Ron Brace - $100.00
Walter Bishop - $100.00
James Rohr - $100.00
Total Donations - $16,000
Those of you who have made
your donations will receive your
tax donation letter just after New
Year’s which you can provide to
your accountant for a donation
made in 2014!
To those who have made the
pledge, but havent made the donation yet, I’ll leave it up to you
to forward those for 2015. I’ll

be sending out reminder letters
to those of you who made the
pledge but yet to make your gift.
While it was initiated as the
“Goodwin Challenge” it will
now be known as “Operation
Buffalo” The intent for “Operation Buffalo” will be to sustain
operations and provide support
for our efforts to provide for the
Morale, Welfare and Recreation
of our active duty soldiers! The
larger mission of “Operation Buffalo,” which is being spearheaded by Col (Ret) Johnny Brooks,
is to engage and contract with
the National Infantry Museum in
securing a permanent home for
our beloved monument on their
grounds and securing a lasting
legacy for our members and their
families to see and recognize for
years to come! If you would like
to add your name to this effort,
please send your checks to me at
the following address:

Steve Goodwin
c/o 17th INF. REG. ASSN.
4366 Central Ave.
Western Springs, IL 60558
Moving our monument is no
small feat and will not come
cheaply! We’ll need to consider
other avenues of support and
fundraising and if you have grant
writing or fundraising experience .. don’t be shy! Please step
up.
Overall, we had very successful
year financially and we need to
keep up the good work, but it
can’t be done alone. We welcome
gifts of all sizes and thank you in
advance! Perhaps your company
may be interested in supporting
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the 17th Infantry Regiment Association.
In closing, our Association
made an award under the General Quinn Scholarship Program of $500.00 to Miss Emma
Creegan, granddaughter of
Louis LaViere, a Korean War
Veteran. While we had numerous applications, financial constraints allowed only one award
and Emma was given that award
as the most eligible candidate
by academic merit. She sent
a warm “thank you” note addressed to all the members and
expressed her deep gratitude
for the award!
It’s “your association,” let’s
take some action to continue
its long legacy!
Truth and Courage,

Steve Goodwin
Treasurer, 17th Infantry
Regiment Association

bers for their service to the regiment or corps.”

AWARDS CHAIRMAN

From The Awards
Chairman
Congratulations to our 2014 inductees as Distinguished Members of the Regiment (DMOR)
and Honorary Members of the
Regiment (HMOR). Newly minted DMORs include LTC Fred Kamaka; Robert Connelly; James
Leal; and Chaplain John Phillips.
Our newest HMOR is Mrs. Dolores Leal. Larry Haynes was
reinstalled as our esteemed regiment’s Honorary Sergeant Major
of the Regiment (HSGMOR), succeeding John Moore.
The Distinguished Member program is governed by Army Regulation (AR) 600-82. The intent of
the program is to recognize and
appoint those individuals who
“provide a link with history for
today’s soldiers. The primary
mission of these special appointees is to perpetuate the history
and traditions of the regiment
or corps, thereby enhancing unit
morale and esprit. The Honorary
Member of the Regiment position is designed to recognize
non-regimental or corps mem-

Distinguished members assist in
fostering regimental esprit, traditions, and perpetuation of the
history of the regiment. The position offers to the regiment the
prestige, stature, and experience
of the appointee. All appointees
will assist the Honorary Colonel
of the Regiment in perpetuating
the history of the regiment.
For veterans to nominate a candidate for DMOR or HMOR, first
read the 17th Infantry Regiment
Association Standard Operating Procedure for the Honorary
Position Guidance. Active duty
members must refer to AR 60082. Association members nominating a candidate shall use the
Association nomination form
posted on the Association web
page or contact me for a copy.
I will assist you, but the nominator has the burden of responsibility to gather all required information to accurately complete
the nomination packet.
Key to the nomination packet is
to gather a detailed biography of
the veteran’s service to include
assignments, awards and decorations, wartime service, and
especially time served with the
17th Infantry Regiment. For civilians, proof of service to the regiment is essential. Keep in mind
that the nomination must overwhelmingly show how the candidate fostered regimental esprit, traditions, and perpetuation
of the history of the regiment,
thereby enhancing unit morale
and esprit. That is a difficult but
achievable task. Several deserving candidates have been denied
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appointment over the years because the nomination packet was
too vague, or empirical proof
was too weak.
The Association forwards our
nominations to the commander
of the 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry
Regiment whose responsibility it
is to collect our nominations, his
own, and those of the 4th Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment and
forward the nominations to Fort
Benning, Georgia for approval.
Our nominations become part of
our historical files, hence the import of a detailed biography.
Our nomination period is the six
month period following the end
of the previous reunion for certificate presentation at the next
annual reunion. For the 2015
year, I must have your nomination packets by the end of April
2015.
Congratulations again to our
newest DMORs, HMOR, and
HSGMOR.
I want to next talk about the Ek
Knife award that the Association
presents to the two active battalions Noncommissioned Officers
(NCO) of the Year and Soldiers of
the Year for their respective battalion. Army units at battalion
level all the way up to Department of the Army level annually
select NCOs and Soldiers of the
Year. Ek was recently sold to the
Ka-Bar knife company, which
will continue to honor our agreement with Ek regarding costs and
compliments.
The active battalion command
sergeants major forward me the
names and units of their es-

teemed soldiers and we send the
knives to the unit. We need at
least 60 days notice before the
battalion plans to present the
knives to their soldiers to allow
for manufacturing and shipment
delays.
I compliment CSM Jeffrey Stone
of 1st Battalion for taking care of
his two soldiers, and the Association collectively congratulates
SGT Damien A. Meloserdoff and
SPC Christopher R. Smolinske
on their achievements.

We have a good stock of the
great Shooting Range or Golf
Tee Shirts as shown. Sizes are
from small to XXL. They look
great when you wear your Blue
or Tan Ball Caps (as shown on
this page.) Remember that all
of our small profit goes into
our slush fund for buying more
items for our Quartermaster
Store.
(Price for the golf polo is $30)

ASSN QUARTERMASTER

May God continue to bless the
17th Infantry Regiment.

We still have a few of the old reunion tee shirts left if you want
a real good shirt for $6.00 plus
$2.00 for shipping.
If anyone sees an interesting
item that we may be able to add
to our lineup of merchandise,
please contact me.

Thundering Herd!

Timothy Green

Awards Chairman, 17th
Infantry Regiment Association

Your friend,

Bruce Frazer

Quartermaster, 17th Infantry
Regiment Association

Timothy Green

Awards Chairman, 17th
Infantry Regiment Association
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1-17 INFANTRY CONDUCTS ARMY’s FIRST
EVER PACIFIC PATHWAYS

At the end of September, Operation Keris Strike came to a close. The 1-17 Buffaloes and the 5th
Royal Ranger Regiment grew extremely close during the month long exercise.
1st Battalion of the 17th Infantry
Regiment recently completed the
Pacific Pathways operation.
The Pacific Pathways operation
is built on a series of preexisting
exercises with foreign Armies
where a brigade-sized Task Force
focuses on the exercises with the
host nation in addition to providing an available response option
for contingency operations in the
region.
The Buffaloes deployed as a part
of the 2-2 Stryker Brigade Combat Team’s Task Force Lancer.
1-17 Infantry operated with enablers such as the 3-25 General
Support Aviation Battalion out
of Hawaii, as well as engineers
from both Joint Base LewisMcChord and the Washington
National Guard, and the Brigade

Task Force to establish a presence in both Malaysia and Indonesia simultaneously. The 1-17
Infantry Buffaloes, with just over
200 Soldiers, partnered with the
Malaysian’s 5th Royal Ranger
Regiment for Operation Keris
Strike while its sister battalion,
2-1 Infantry, participated in Operation Garuda Shield located in
Indonesia.
Operation Keris Strike gave
the Buffaloes a chance to bring
Stryker Infantry Carrier Vehicles
to Malaysia for the first time in
history. The Buffaloes trained
their Malaysian counterparts in
Counter-IED tactics, techniques,
and procedures from the Stryker
platform, in addition to Military
Operations in Urban Terrain exercises, which culminated with a
fully integrated Platoon of both
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US and Malaysian Soldiers assaulting a multi-story apartment
complex. The Malaysians reciprocated this training by providing multiple days of jungle training, a new experience for all of
the Buffaloes. Classes and practical exercises ranged from basic
jungle survival skills to tracking
and patrolling in this foreign environment. Strong relationships
were made between the two
forces, and departing Malaysia
was bittersweet for the Battalion.
Upon departing Malaysia, the
1-17 Buffaloes linked up with
2-1 Infantry and the rest of Task
Force Lancer on Japan’s northern island of Hokkaido. Here, at
Camp Chitose, the 7th Armored
Division of the Japanese Ground
Self Defense Force hosted to
the 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat

Team. While awaiting vehicles,
helicopters, and equipment to
move from Malaysia and Indonesia by ship, the brigade focused on physical fitness and
individual Soldier skill training.
When the ships arrived in port,
the brigade quickly transitioned
to ten condensed days of bilateral training. Multiple complex
training events happened during
this time, including an armed reconnaissance range, platoon live
fire exercises, bilateral staff exercises, and a three-day field training exercise where the premiere
event was a forward passage of
lines. Chosin Company, 1-17,
assaulted with Stryker vehicles
during a five-phase operation
against a simulated enemy who

encroached on the Japanese sovereignty in the region.
After the operation concluded,
the Buffaloes redeployed home
to Joint Base Lewis-McChord.
Following the success of this
operation, US Army Pacific
Command has scheduled three
more Pathways missions for the
upcoming year, each to build in
both scope and complexity. In
addition to training and relationship building with foreign nations, Pacific Pathways provides
the ability to have a command
node with maneuver support
available in the Pacific region.

National Training Center rotation
in 2014, are now even more lethal
and available should the Army
call upon the Battalion to serve.
The broad range of experience
gained during Pacific Pathways
only adds to the variety of skills
and tools that the Buffaloes can
bring to any future operation.

The Buffaloes, already highly
trained and ready following their

While awaiting vehicles and equipment being shipped from Malaysia, the Buffaloes focused heavily
on physical fitness. Both HHC and Chosin Company increased their average Army Physical Fitness
Test (APFT) averages by 20 points per Soldier in just four weeks. Pictured above is Chosin Company,
augmented with the Reconnaissance and Mortar Platoons, beginning the two-mile run on their record APFT.
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SIXTY YEARS LATER - THE LAST BATTLE OF
PORK CHOP HILL
We Will Remember Them!
The 17th Infantry Regiment was relieved from the
defense of Pork Chop Hill and
the surrounding area in the late
afternoon of July 10, 1953. The
exhausted remaining troops of
the 2nd Battalion were transported by truck and jeep to
the Indianhead area during
the early evening hours. From
Indianhead we could still see to
the north the flashes of explosions and hear the rumbling
thunder of the artillery. Over
the hills we could see the illumination flares and the arc of
the quad-fifty tracers against the
night sky. After four days with
very little rest, we collapsed into
an exhausted sleep. It rained.
Again.
Beginning first thing the next
morning and for several days
thereafter, the entire 17th Infantry Regiment was hurriedly rebuilt with replacements, weapons, and gear as every soldier
in every unit prepared to be
recommitted to the line. As the
immediate trauma of the battle
eased off, we wondered how
many men were killed, were
missing, and were wounded in
the July 6 - 11, 1953, defense
of Pork Chop Hill and the surrounding area, but no numbers
were available. No one seemed
to know. A strange, official veil
of silence seemed to fall on the
whole event.
My buddies and I in How Company assumed that the United

Nations high command wanted
neither the American public
nor the Chinese to know what
a terrible human price had been
paid for a small, essentially
indefensible outpost that was
then abandoned on July 11. Although I continued in the 17th
Infantry Regiment for almost
another year until June 1954, we
never saw or heard any numbers
about Pork Chop Hill casualties. A very small and totally
fabricated article datelined July
13 had appeared in the Pacific
Stars and Stripes concerning enemy casualties, but the American and KATUSA casualties for
the July 1953 defense became
the Great Unknown.
Over the years since that time,
I have searched the meager Korean War literature but found no
data on casualties that seemed
to be official. In later years, at
reunions of the 17th Infantry
Regiment Association, several
veterans shared figures they had
heard somewhere. However, no
one seemed to have any official numbers from any reliable
source or to know where such
numbers might be found. The
Great Unknown continued.
Then in 2004, 51 years after
the battle, The Naval Institute
Press released Bill McWilliams’
epic book titled On Hallowed
Ground: The Last Battle for
Pork Chop Hill. His book was
the only in-depth account that
had been published since the
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1953 battle. Bill McWilliams’
extensive research for the book
had uncovered many materials
that had not previously come to
light. On Pages 416 and 435 he
cited some figures which were
the first carefully researched
casualty numbers that I had ever
seen. The numbers were terrible.
Then additional, but slightly
different, numbers appeared in
the June/July 2010 issue of the
VFW Magazine (Vol.97 No.9).
That issue is titled “Korean War:
Special 60th Anniversary Issue.” Why did the McWilliams
numbers and the VFW Magazine numbers not agree? When
I consulted with Bill McWilliams, he explained that historians know that casualty accountings in many large battles are
often like that. The numbers
always depend on what sources
are used and who is doing the
counting.
From Bill McWilliams, I learned
the saddest and most disturbing
fact that had evaded me for almost 60 years. The several sets
of casualty data do not agree
because to this day no one
knows exactly how many men
were killed, were wounded,
and were missing from what
became known as the Last
Battle for Pork Chop Hill.
The data on Page 416 of McWilliams’ book came from the
17th and 32nd Infantry Regi-

ments’ after-action reports for
July 1953. The later data on
Page 435 came from the U.S.
Army Korean War Casualty File,
National Archives Center for
Electronic Records, on July 10,
2002, and the numbers were
meticulously hand-counted
by Bill McWilliams. No final,
definitive numbers exist for sad
and disturbing reasons.
As far as its place in Korean
War history, by any accounting, the VFW Magazine data
indicate that the final defense
of Pork Chop Hill was the 17th
deadliest battle for American
forces during the entire war in
terms of KIA (Killed in Action),
and was the deadliest battle
for U.S. forces since Triangle
Hill on October 14 - 25, 1952.
Bill McWilliams’ data during
the period July 6 - 11, 1953, on
and around Pork Chop Hill,
show 275 KIA and 1,045 WIA

(Wounded in Action) for a total
of 1,320 casualties from the
17th and 32nd Infantry Regiments and supporting units.
After a certain amount of time
when no other information
comes to light, both those who
died of wounds and those many
MIAs whose “whereabouts
(were) never determined and
their remains never found” are
counted as KIAs as the summary table below shows. Although South Korean soldiers
were integrated into U. S. Army
units, KATUSA casualties were
not included in the U.S. numbers but were listed separately
in military records. The table
above presents the best, yet approximate, data available.
I hope you will study it and
remember it.

Very few Americans have read
Bill McWilliams’ book, and not
many Americans have really
examined the statistics in the
VFW Magazine. Maybe we
were right six decades ago. Perhaps the high command did not
want the American public at the
time and for years afterward to
really know what a terrible human price was paid for a small,
essentially indefensible outpost
near Sokogae, North Korea, in
early July 1953.
July, 2013, marks the 60th year
since the Last Battle for Pork
Chop Hill. After years and years
of wondering, we finally know
the terrible numbers. Those of
us who survived understand
why no final, exact casualty
numbers will ever exist. All
soldiers who have ever served
with the 17th Infantry Regiment
solemnly pledge the inscription
on the famous war memorial
that says: “In the morning and
in the evening, we will remember them!”

John W. Phillips
Chaplain, 17th Infantry
Regiment Association
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Selections for Distinguished
Members of the Regiment
(DMOR) and Honorary Distinguished Members of the Regiment (HDMOR) are not based
solely on military accomplishments during an individual’s
time in service, but also on
what the individual has accomplished on behalf of the
Association. The Chairman
of the selection committee is
Association Project Chairman,
CSM Tim Green. Nominations
for DMOR or HDMOR should
be sent to him at

csmgreen@gmail.com

The above badge and a certificate suitable for framing, as
well as orders signed by the
Chief of the U.S. Infantry, are
presented to each awardee.

HCOR

Colonel Steve Gardner

HSMOR

MSG Lawrence Haynes

DMOR
* SGM Phillip Albert
* Alfred Baumann
SFC Douglas Bell
* Clarence Bennet
Paul H. Bryant
SFC Lawrence Burke
* Dennis Camp
MAJ John T. Carrig
* COL Ralph C. Colley
Robert Connelly
CSM George Crisostomo
* Joe E. DeFosse
David de la Sierra

Louis E. Eve
*Thomas Fernandez
- de la Reguera
* Andy Ferreira
Eugene P. Feury
Bruce Frazer
* Pete Gallo
COL Edward Gibbons
Kevin Gilfether
Steve Goodwin
Joseph Gonsalves
* Eulos “Ed” Graham
* COL Philip Grimm
CSM Timothy Green
George Harvey
* CPT Raymond Harvey *MOH
SGM Fred Hatter
Lawrence Haynes
Robert R. Heiter
* COL Thomas Hickman
*HCOR
COL Jeffrey P. Holt
MSG Einar Ingman *MOH
Gilbert E. Isham
Stuart Johnson
LTC Fred Kamaka
COL Jeffrey “Al” Kelly
* Louis Kolb
James Leal
COL Jackie D. Legg
* BG Ted Mataxis *HCOR
Fred McGee
Joe Midyette
CSM Daryl T. Moore
1SG John Moore
COL Maximo Moore
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CSM Timothy Mullins
SGM Walter L. Murrell
Judge Stuart Namm
Thomas Nightingale
MSG Robert Northcutt
COL Mike Okita
* Tony Perez
Robert Petzold
Chaplain John Phillips
Arnold Prather
* Rocky Rayos
CSM Edison Rebuck
* BG Royal Reynolds
* Jack Reynoldson
SGM Clarence Rineck
* SGM Richard Robbins
James Rohr
Richard Rosa
* Stewart Rothman
* LT Richard Shea *MOH
COL James Sheldon
Donald E Shook Jr.
SFC Charles Shuck
LTC James Smith
1SG Matthew Splechter
LTC John L. Strube
John A. Sullivan
CSM Mack Vereen
Don Watts
LTC Charles Webster
Richard Whitson
Scott Wickland
SSG Gregory Williams
COL Marc Williams
Bobby Wilson
* Jacob F. Wittler
* COL Darron Wright
* MAJ Neil Young
* Deceased

Association merchandise

Two Sided, Silk Screened
Black T-shirt.
Med-Lrg-XLG-XXL
$20 each

Two Sided, Silk Screened
Grey T-shirt.
Med-Lrg-XLG-XXL
$20 each

17th Infantry Association
Membership Lapel Pin
$4 Each

17th Infantry DUI
(Distinctive Unit Insignia)
$12 (pair)

NEW Item

17th Infantry crossed rifles
(brass finish)
$17 for a pair
$10 for one

“2013 Reunion Special”
Light Blue with “17 Infantry” & crest
$6.00 while supplies last
XXL - XL - L - M - S

Nice 17th Infantry Regiment Association golf shirt / polo S-ML-XL-XXL $30.00 Each

Old 17th Infantry Association
Membership Lapel Pin
$2 Each

Old Stryker Association Coin circa 2005
While they last: $3.00 each

Beautiful Epoxy Filled Association Coin
Updated Battle Honors: Afghanistan added
crest shaped: $10.00 each

Beautiful Epoxy Filled Association Coin
Soon to be obsolete (Afghanistan not listed)
While they last: $6.00 each
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17th INFANTRY REGIMENT
ASSOCIATION
QUARTERMASTER STORE
Bruce Frazer - Quartermaster
2929 Westminster
Dallas, TX 75205
Phone: (214) 369-9689
E-Mail: 17infantry1942@att.net

ORDER FORM

DATE

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

SHIP TO:

PHONE NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

QUANTITY ITEM NUMBER

DESCRIPTION

UNIT PRICE TOTAL

SUBTOTAL
Make Checks out to the:
“17th Infantry Regiment Association”

SHIPPING 17%

Note: Credit Card payments only accepted on the Association’s website

DONATION
BALANCE DUE

EXAMPLE: Your order is 32.50, Shipping and Handling would
then be “$5.52” (32.50 X .17 = $5.52)
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE 17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
PLEASE ALLOW THREE WEEKS FOR PROCESSING AND SHIPMENT
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Association merchandise
ORDER FORM ON PAGE 14

17th Infantry Pen Knives
Blue-Black-Red-Teal-Green
$5.00 Each
Designate color when ordering

The famous “Buffalo Nickel”
two to choose from (Truth &
Courage) or (Korea 1950-1953)
$5.00 Each

White Vinyl 17th Infantry
Decals. Small or Large
$4 (Small) $7 (Large)
“2012 Reunion Special”
Royal Blue
$6.00 while supplies last
“BUFFALO STRONG”
XXL - XL - L - M

Baseball Cap with embroidered
Unit crest and 17 Infantry
Association.
Black or Tan / S-M or L-XL
$15.00 Each
Mosul and Baghdad 1-17
“We Kicked Ass”
Embroidered Patch
$6.00 Each

Coffee Mug with crest &
Crossed 17th Infantry rifles
(Mug is blue with white crest)
$15.00 Each

ACU “Afghanistan” 1-17 patch Design A
Velcro: $5.00 / Iron on: $4.00

ACU “Afghanistan” 1-17 patch Design B
Velcro: $5.00 / Iron on: $4.00
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Association Chaplain, John Phillips

Recently, I came across a small
book with the intriguing title
The Unknown Battle of Midway:
The Destruction of the American
Torpedo Squadrons. I have read
a fair amount of World War II
history. I thought I knew about
the torpedo squadrons at Midway, but there was an unknown
or little known story. The author
says that not only were the U.S.
Navy torpedo planes extremely
slow and obsolete, which many
people know, but also most of
the pilots had never flown off an
aircraft carrier deck carrying a
torpedo, even a practice torpedo. And many of the same pilots
had never dropped a torpedo,
real or practice. In early 1942,
torpedoes were too rare and expensive. Also, even the squadron commanders did not know
much about tactics because tactics were still evolving. Yet they
went. All the carrier-based torpedo planes, crews, and pilots,
except Ensign Gay, were lost.
They died completely unaware
that they not only had made a
difference in the battle, but also
they had changed the course of
the entire war in the Pacific.
Many of the members of our Association, at one time or another
in their lives in military service,
made a difference both by their
willingness to go and by their
actions. We might or might not
have changed the course of an
entire war. What we need to remember is that although we may
no longer be able to fly torpedo

planes, hike 20 miles, or charge
up hills, we can still make a difference in the world around us.
In particular, we can make a difference in the lives of the other
people around us. It bothers
me a lot to hear folks say, “Why
should I call a friend, send a card,
attend a funeral, and so forth?
It won’t make any difference.”
Even if you cannot or do not love
God with all your heart, you can
love your neighbor as yourself,
and that makes a difference.
You can call up a friend. You can
write a note of thanks or friendship. You can make a visit to
someone who is shut in. You can
share a funny story. You can volunteer for a worthy cause. If you
are now or later become a resident of an assisted living facility,
you can smile at your care givers
and thank them for their care.

All of those things will make a
difference in your own life, and
they will most certainly make a
difference in the other person’s
life. You may be unaware how,
but your smile, your thanks, your
visit, your card, or your volunteer
service will make a difference in
the lives of people around you.
Remember the torpedo planes,
crews, and pilots. Remember
your own earlier military service.
Keep making a difference, whoever and where ever you are.

John W. Phillips
Chaplain, 17th Infantry
Regiment Association

Originally submitted April 22,
2010

The late Edward Boyles and LTC Jonathan Neumann - 2008 Reunion
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13 NOVEMBER 1944 - 2014
A Story From The Association’s Facebook Page
Seventy years ago on 13 November 1944, Lt. David Finch, a rifle
platoon leader in the 3rd Battalion of 17th Infantry Regiment,
was killed leading a patrol in the
foothills on the eastern side of
the mountains which loomed
over Leyte Valley on that Philippine island. The patrol was in
search of any remnants of the
Imperial Japanese Army’s 16th
Division, which had been decimated in the first weeks of the
U.S. invasion of Leyte. The members of his platoon brought his
body back to the battalion CP,
his comrades wrote letters of
condolence to his family, and he
was buried in the division cemetery on Leyte.

the hospital nursery window,
but he was not allowed to hold
him.
He returned to the 17th Infantry
and continued in its campaigns,
ultimately giving his life for his
country. His son is now an active member of an organization
devoted to supporting “war or-

After the war his remains were
interred in the massive cemetery
for US dead near Manila, where
they remain today. My late father
was his good friend. They joined
the regiment together on Adak
Island in the Aleutians in July
of 1943 after requesting transfer
from their prior units stateside
to a unit in action, somewhere,
anywhere, overseas. They were
among the many replacements
needed for the 17th Infantry after its terrible losses in the battle
for Attu.
(Dad took this photo of Lt. Finch
during training on Oahu Island in
late 1943 or early 1944.)
Lt. Finch was given leave around
that time to go back to the states
for the birth of his son. He was
allowed to see the baby through
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phans,” those with a parent who
was killed during the war after
they were born. “Safely rest,” Lt.
Finch, and thanks to you--and
your family--for their sacrifices.

Chuck Clark

Son of Charles C. Clark, Jr
K Company, 3rd Bn., 17th Infantry, 7th Division, from July 1943
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HDMOR

Honorary Distinguished
Members of the Regiment

Margaret Baumann
Ulrike Bell
Alan Bjerke
JoAnn Brigham Moore
Catherine I. Bryant
Robert Buerlein (Ek Knives)
Stefania Burke
Mary Jo Camp
Cathy Colley
Maria de la Sierra
Leslie Drumhiller
Carolyn Eve
Fran Feury
Gay Frazer
Charlotte Gallo
Cathy Gardner
Donald Garner
Lauren Goodwin
Sally Harvey
Joyce Himka
Evelyn Haynes
Carol Heiter
John Hillman
Peggy Holt
Mardelle Ingman
Ardith Isham
Richard Kabaker
Christine Kapanowski
Dolores Leal
Ellen Legg
Mark Marques
Helma Mataxis
Roy P. Montgomery
Alicyn Moore
Chiara Murrell

The Buﬀalo Snorts?
Nancy Namm
David Nethken
Maggie Nightingale
Lynn Okita
Teresa Robbins
Alma Rohr
Carol Rosa
Lee Rothman
Crystal Sherwood
Carla Shook
Margaret Smith
Christy Splechter
Shirley Stoddard
Janet Strube
Marie Sullivan
Mary Watts
Lee Whitson
Patricia “Pat” Wilson
Tomicene Wilson
Laura Wittler

Each month the the 17th Infantry
Regiment Association sends out
its Electronic News Letter titled
“ BUFFALO SNORTS.”
The purpose is to supplement
the Buffalo Bugle by getting information out in a timely manner
so that you are aware of what’s
happening. It is intended to be
on a more personal basis, keeping you aware of a Buffalo who
may be in distress and need a
call or a card to cheer them up
and to events and work being
done by the elected Officers and
Board members on your behalf.
There is always something going on, so get aboard and be informed.
To receive the BUFFALO SNORTS
we need your e-mail address,
and if available, your phone
number. Just send an e-mail to
rohrj@comporium.net. You will
be put on the list to receive the
next issue.
DON’T HESITATE, DO IT NOW

Jim Rohr

rohrj@comporium.net
President, 17th Infantry
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1st Armored Division Stryker brigade
trains on Army’s mobile network
From the US.ARMY.MIL Website - Written By Amy Walker
FORT BLISS, Texas (Nov. 5, 2014)
-- To increase unit versatility and
operational flexibility across
the force, the Army is working
to bring modernized mission
command network capability
to all formations and echelons,
including Stryker units, which
are now receiving the service’s
mobile tactical communications
network backbone -- Warfighter
Information
Network-Tactical
(WIN-T) Increment 2.
These Stryker units are also receiving upgraded radios and Blue
Force Tracking 2, which enables

situational awareness of friendly
forces and digital command and
control down to the platoon and
squad levels.
“WIN-T Increment 2 gives me the
ability to reach back to the tactical operations center and pull that
information forward, so I can conduct mission command on-themove,” said Lt. Col. Ryan Worthan, battalion commander for 4th
Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment
(4-17), 1st Stryker Brigade Combat
Team (BCT), 1st Armored Division
(1/1 AD). “It enables me to lead my
forces when they’re geographical-
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ly dispersed.”
WIN-T Increment 2 allows Soldiers
operating in remote and challenging terrain to maintain voice,
video and data communications,
with the situational awareness
needed to conduct rapid operations across great distances. The
3rd BCT, 2nd Infantry Division
was the first Stryker unit fielded
with these platforms, finishing
new equipment training (NET) in
early November at
~ CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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also be published in a condensed
version in the Buffalo Bugle.

ASSOCIATION HISTORIAN

Hello, my name is Ed Geer and
I’m currently the Regiment Association’s Historian. I served
with the Regiment three times
over my 21 years in the Army. I
served in A co 2nd Bn 17th Inf,
7th ID, Ft. Ord, CA from 19821983, in 1985 I would serve in E
co 1st Bn 17th Inf, 2 ID, Camp
Casey, Korea, and finally with
HHC 3rd Bn. 17th Inf, 7th IDL,
Ft. Ord, CA from 1987 to 1990.
Currently, I have begun three
separate, yet interlinked projects. I’ve created a database for
the Regiment’s history. It will
contain a table that will record
each location were the Regiment
has been assigned, billeted,
camp, etc. and another table to
record battles, campaigns, etc.,
and a third table to record events
not covered by the first two tables.
The last table is to record members of the Regiment. The second project is to map out the
first two tables. The third project is to document the history of
the Regiment that is little known
or published. This project will

War of 1812
In late 1811 and early 1812, fearing
the possibility of open hostilities
between the United States and
Great Britain, Congress ordered
the US Army increase its strength
to 25 Regiments. On January 11,
1812 the 17th infantry Regiment
would be the second infantry
Regiment formed in Kentucky.
In April 1812, Colonel Samuel
Wells would begin recruiting in
Kentucky and Ohio. The regiment would consist of one battalion of 10 companies, with a total
strength of 400 men. The regiment would be poorly equipped
and issued summer uniforms of
white or grey linen when the received orders to move out to Detroit to reinforce US forces in the
area and to regain control of the
area from the British.
Throughout the fall of 1812, most
of the actions would entail regular
retaliation on Indian villages, due
to the fact that the major of the
indigenous tribes sided with the
British. This action would end in
disaster with the confrontation
between the Anglo-Canadian-Indian forces and the US along the
River Raisin at Frenchtown (Monroe, Michigan) on January 22,
1813. The battle would be called
the Battle of the River Raisin.
The day prior to the battle, the
17th Infantry Regiment arrived at
Frenchtown. General Winchester,
had already arrived with other
US forces had already encamped
in the village and established a
picket line. He ordered the 17th
Infantry Regiment to camp in an
open field along the right flank of
forces and outside of the picket
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line.
On the morning of January
22nd, nearly 600 British and Canadians and about 800 Indians
attacked the sleeping American
soldiers along the River Raisin.
Although surprised, the Americans quickly returned fire. It is
believed that within 20 minutes,
the Regiment was routed and
forced to run. Of the 400 men
assigned to the Regiment, 119
would be killed or wounded and
60 became prisoners.
In late 1813, Congress, due to
poor recruitment, ordered all
under strength regiments to
be consolidated. The regiment
would be combined with the
19th, the 26th and 28th to reform the 17th and 19th US Infantry regiments. The regiment
would then be split to be distributed in the different strengths of
the Ohio regions, Michigan, and
Upper Canada.
In September 1814, Commodore
Perry put out the call for volunteers to serve in his fleet on Lake
Erie. Eight members of the Regiment would step forward and
served with Commodore Perry
during the Battle of Lake Erie.

~ CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

Uniforms of the Seventeenth US Infantry from the War of 1812

CSM Jeffrey Stone and LTC Shannon Nielsen add a Meritorious Unit Citation to the Battalion’s Regimental
Colors during a Ceremony at Joint Base Fort Lewis McChord. The MUC was for actions from 15 April 2012
to 18 January 2013 in Afghanistan.
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2014 REUNION
Join Base Fort Lewis McChord
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At the conclusion of the closing ceremony
of Operation Keris Strike, 1-17’s Battalion
Commander, LTC Shannon E. Nielsen, congratulated each member of the Malaysian
5th Royal Ranger Regiment. The Malaysian
Rangers and the Buffaloes partnered together at Kem Desa Pahlawan in Malaysia,
near the border with Thailand

Chosin-6, CPT Justin W. Shine, salutes the
US and Japanese National Colors during
the opening ceremony of Operation Orient
Shield in Japan. CPT Shine led a Company
of three platoons, with the addition of a
section from both the Reconnaissance and
Mortar Platoons.

1LT Alex Stein, the Platoon Leader of 2nd
Platoon, Chosin Company, reenlists SGT
Joshua Ballard following the forward passage of lines demonstration in Japan. SGT
Ballard is a Team Leader in 2nd Platoon.
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1-17 BUFFALOES
PACIFIC PATHWAYS
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“Buﬀalo Blade”
The 17th Infantry Regiment now has an official
fighting knife!

Knife (as shown) $349
Optional Display Case: $59
Free Shipping for Association
Members (APO and CONUS)
Bob Buerlein
Ek Commando Knife Co.
(804) 257-7144
www.EkKnife.com
HQ@EkKnife.com
17th Infantry’s HCOR, Steve Gardner presents SSG
Le of Bco 1-17 an Ek commando knife for being
named the 2011 “I Corps NCO of the Year”

The Association has teamed up
with the Ek Commando Knife
Company for some high quality, battle-tested combat knives
for official presentations such
as Soldier and NCO of the year.
These will also be available to
Members of the Association for
purchase. What a great functional item to show your pride
in serving with the Regiment.

Infantryman in mind as the
guard and X-Head Fasteners are
solid brass. Note the wide “gripping grooves” on the Micarta
grips. Contact Bob Buerlin for
ordering (make sure you mention the 17th for the discount.)

Ek Commando Knives, famous
since 1941, have been battle
proven in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Afghanistan, and Iraq. They are proud
to be the living link continuing
the tradition that dates back to
the days of John Ek, himself, in
1941.
Much thanks goes to CSM
Green for spearheading the efforts to get these produced for
the Association and its members. These are made with the
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UPDATED VFW STYLE CAP INFORMATION
Show Your Regimental Pride with these VFW Style Caps
It’s been a few years since we included
the Association Cap ordering form in the
Buffalo Bugle, and we have some updated
Company information as well. These are
sharp caps that you can personalize and
wear with pride. You can now download
the form on our website under the 17th
Infantry Quartermaster Store Link (Under
VFW Style Cap). If you don’t have internet
access, please feel free to contact me, Tim
Green and I’ll send you the form via “Snail
Mail.”
New Company information is as follows:
American Heroes Mfg., Inc.
4681 Arrow Hwy. Unit A
Montclair, CA 91763
Tel. (909) 398-0100
Fax (909) 398-0110

Right Side Example

CSM Timothy Green
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Left Side Example

~ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

When the war ended, Congress
decided to reduce the US Army’s
strength. Due to the sever losses
the 17th Infantry Regiment suffered during the war, it was finally amalgamated in May 1815 with
the 1st, 13th, 24th, 28th, 33rd US
Infantry Regiments to form the
new 3rd US Infantry Regiment.
The regiment would participate
in the following battles or campaigns during the War of 1812.
Battle of Frenchtown, Siege of Ft.
Meigs, Niagara Campaign, Raid
on Dover, Canada, Battle of Ft.
Stephenson, Ohio, Battle of Ft.
Erie, Battle of Lundy’s Lane.
In the next issue of the Buffalo
Bugle, I will be covering some
highlights and little covered
events involving our Regiment
following its organization in 1861
and the end of the Civil War.
The two images included is the
replication of the flag the Regiment carried during the War of
1812 on page 22 and the other
one on page 23 shows the uniforms of the Regiment worn during the War of 1812
Buffalo!

Edward Geer

Historian, 17th Infantry
Regiment Association
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~ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Fort Lewis, Wash. Following suit, 1/1
AD is the second BCT to be fielded
with WIN-T Increment 2 integrated
onto Stryker vehicles. The unit is
currently receiving WIN-T Increment
2 New Equipment Training (NET) at
its home base of Fort Bliss, Texas.
Prior to the Stryker integration, WINT Increment 2 has mainly been fielded on variants of the Mine-Resistant,
Ambush Protected vehicle fleet for
use in Afghanistan. However, several WIN-T Increment 2 elements
have also been integrated on High
Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled
Vehicle platforms to meet mobility
requirements for the 82nd Airborne
Division. Integrating the system onto
Strykers now brings high-speed,
high-capacity mobile communications for those units, enabling them
to reach further into the fight while
staying connected and increasing
their effectiveness on the battlefield.
“Thinking back to the counter insurgency environment over the last

12 years, units at the company
level have been geographically
dispersed on company outposts
(COPs) and forward operating
bases (FOBs), but now the WINT Increment 2 Soldier Network
Extension (SNE) gives companies
reach-back to the battalion [and
higher],” said Worthan, who has
deployed seven times. “The SNE
in the Strykers provides a lot of
what those companies needed in
COPs and FOBs over the last 12
years that they didn’t have.”
Worthan and his Stryker battalion (4-17) received WIN-T Increment 2 NET and equipment
ahead of the rest of 1/1 AD so
they could support the WIN-T Increment 2 Follow-on Operational
Test and Evaluation 2 (FOT&E2)
with a full battalion’s worth
of networked Stryker vehicles.
The operational test, aimed at
evaluating the recent upgrades
that make the WIN-T Increment
2 system easier to operate and
maintain, was held in conjunc-

tion with the Army’s Network Integration Evaluation (NIE) 15.1 in
October and early November, at
Fort Bliss and White Sands Missile
Range, N.M. The 2nd BCT, 1AD is
the main designated operational
unit for the NIEs.
Soldier feedback from theater,
NIEs and user juries helped the
Army make the recent improvements to WIN-T Increment 2. Using
Soldier feedback obtained at the
FOT&E2, PM WIN-T plans to work
with the platform project management office to refine and improve
the integration of WIN-T components to best support the way the
equipment is employed during operations. Further lessons-learned
from this test and additional assessments will inform continued
network fieldings to Stryker BCTs
and other units.
During the operational test, 4-17
used their Strykers with integrated SNE packages to leverage
satellite communications capability to help extend lower tactical
internet radio networks and keep
Soldiers connected. The unit used
the SNE’s Combat Network Radio
(CNR) Gateway to connect disparate radio networks over vast distances and terrain obstructions
such as mountains, significantly
expanding the operational reach
of the network.
It increases situational awareness
between our battalion above and
battalion below elements, provides us with the common operational picture, and also provides
us with a number of different ways
to communicate,” Quillico said.

~ CONTINUED ON PAGE 38

LTC Ryan Worthan
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Richard V. Johnson was born on
December 15, 1922 in Tecumseh,
Oklahoma, the son of David P.
Johnson and Kate Fansler Johnson. He passed away on April 1,
2012 at the age of 89. Mr. Johnson attended school in Oklahoma for two years before the
family moved to Sanger, California in 1932. He attended Sanger
Schools and graduated from
Sanger High School in 1942, at
which time he enlisted in the
United States Army.

The Late Richard V. Johnson

He served his entire 10½-year
military career with the 17th
Regiment, 7th Division. He
fought in the Pacific Theater in
Saipan and Okinawa and rose
from private to Staff Sergeant
in less than a year. He was the
first American soldier to set foot
in Korea at the end of WWII as
part of the occupation force that
accepted the surrender of Japanese occupation forces.
Twice, Sgt. Johnson was wounded in combat, and he was awarded
a Bronze Star with V device and
Oak Leaf Cluster for his actions
and a Purple Heart. Upon returning stateside, he volunteered to
be a military escort, returning
war dead to their hometowns on
the West Coast for burial.
In 1947, he married Martha Jane
Coats in Fresno, California, and
in 1950 accepted an assignment
as an ROTC instructor at the
high school in Boise, Idaho. In
1952, he volunteered to return
to a combat unit and received
a direct appointment as a Second Lieutenant from President
Truman. He attended Officers
Training School at Fort Benning,
Georgia. Shortly after returning

to combat in the Korean Conflict, he was severely wounded
while leading his company during the battle of Pork Chop Hill,
and spent time recuperating at a
military hospital in Japan.
He awoke one day to find a General pinning a Purple Heart medal to his pillow. He stated, “With
all due respect, Sir, I already
have some of those.” Upon his
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release from the hospital, he was
told he could not return to combat, so he asked for a discharge.
It was granted in 1953.
Upon returning home, Mr. Johnson attended Fresno City College
while working nights as a lead
man at North American Aviation at Hammer Field. Then he
worked for Ray B. Denham in

Fresno as a cabinet maker. In
1958, he built the first suspension bridge over Dinkey Creek at
the Camp El-O-Win Girl Scout
Camp. He designed some of the
first wooden cabinets for television sets, and installed some of
the first microwave ovens in the
Fresno area. A short time later,
he opened Dick’s Cabinet Shop in
Fowler and built many kitchens
for homes throughout the state.
During this time, he was also a
Boy Scout leader and member of
the Order of the Arrow in Sanger
for 20 years.
In 1969, he was offered a position teaching MTDA classes in
Fresno, working with students
who were recently released from
prison. He was very effective in
his endeavor with them. As a lifelong champion of Native American Rights, he was appointed
by then-Gov. Ronald Reagan to
California’s Native American
Heritage Commission. He also
served as the First Director of
Central Valley Indian Health. He
also taught Vocational Carpentry
at the old Washington Occupation Center in Fresno, and later
was employed by Fresno Unified
School District as Director, Title
IV, Indian Education. He was a
longtime member of the California Indian Education Association.
Richard Johnson retired in 1987
and started another business, Frescargot Farms, where he raised
edible snails for markets around
the world. He published a training manual and video on raising
snails. He spent time in Macedonia and the Ukraine, consulting
with farmers on the raising of
snails under a USDA exchange

program. He retired again in 2004. In 2000 he was inducted into the
Military Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City.

7th ID Lightﬁghters
Operation Just Cause, one of
the shortest armed conflicts in
American military history, is
also one of the most relevant
to campaigns as we anticipate
them in the twenty-first century. Launched in December
1989—only six weeks after the
fall of the Berlin Wall.
Operation Just Cause was extraordinarily complex, involving
the deployment of thousands of
personnel and equipment from
distant military installations
and striking almost two-dozen
objectives within a 24-hour period of time. The surgical precision and decisive maneuver
employed by these U.S. forces
minimized casualties on both
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sides of the conflict and avoided
excessive damage to Panamanian
property.
Operation Just Cause represented a bold new era in American
military force projection: speed,
mass, and precision, coupled with
immediate public visibility, concern for collateral damage, and
early anticipation of post combat
mandates.
The success of Operation Just
Cause was greatly facilitated by
carefully defined objectives, meticulous planning, sound leadership, and focused training. In
spite of uncontrollable compromises in operational security on
the eve of the incursion, prepara-

OPERATION JUST CAUSE - PANAMA
25 Year Anniversary (4-17 Infantry and 3-17 Infantry)
tions were so thorough that opposing forces on several objectives were
completely surprised by the speed
with which U.S. forces moved. Unforeseen weather delays posed serious risks to the entire operation, but
leaders at all levels adapted to the exigencies, minimizing adverse effects.
Within seventy-two hours of the outbreak of hostilities, all major combat
operations ended. U.S. forces quickly
shifted from the role of war fighters to
that of peacekeepers. All of this took
place under extensive media scrutiny
at home and abroad.
Almost 26,000 U.S. military personnel participated in Operation Operation Just Cause; half of these men
and women deployed with virtually
no notice to Panama from home stations in the United States. The rapid deployment and the speed with
which the conflict was resolved is a
tribute to the training and leadership
of these personnel, as is the compassion and effectiveness with which
they assumed their postcombat roles.
Lessons learned from this experience
will undoubtedly prove useful in future military operations.
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public of Korea after the Korean
War, or duty in Alaska during
the 80’s, 90’s and early 2000’s.
So if you have items or stories
from your time with the 17th infantry, please send them to Ed
Geer for our archives, etc.

BUFFALO BUGLE EDITOR

Editor’s Rant
Greetings and Salutations to all
of the 17th Infantry Regiment. It
seems that in every one of my articles, I apologize for being late
with the current edition, and unfortunately, this issue is no different. I hope to start getting these
out to everyone on schedule and
I’ve been working with Association Member and Historian, Ed
Geer, to streamline the process
and take some of the burden off
of me to get this publication together. He’s assisting me in collecting stories, data, and other
interesting facts on the Association for future issues, so please
send him any future stories and/
or articles for our newsletter and
archives. I plan to start on the
next Buffalo Bugle immediately,
so that we have a head start, as I
know that when the reunion details are all ironed out, we’ll want
to get that information out to the
membership.
We’re looking for information
and/or stories and articles from
every era of our Regiment, especially the ones that often get
overlooked, like duty in the Re-

Speaking of which, thanks to
Leland Franz for sharing with
the Association his many great
photographs of the Regiment
during the Korean War, including pictures of then Captain, Hal
Moore, The Regimental Change
of Command ceremony of Colonel Risden and Colonel Royal
Reynolds Jr, and those wonderful pictures of the armored
jeep that Ed Geer modeled on
page 36 of this Bugle. I know
that many of you Korean War
veterans still have photographs,
and especially color slides of
your time with the 17th Infantry. Please contact us if you do,
since they’re very important for
the historic archives of the 17th
Infantry Regiment. You can visit the Association’s web site at
www.17thinfantry.org to find
blogs that I put together of member’s photographs. Just look for
the “HISTORY” link, then navigate to the “HISTORIC BLOGS”
section. If you have questions or
need help getting to these blogs,
just let me know. I’m also still
trying to track down the late
Roy Thompson’s family, as I
know that he had a lot of great
color slides from his time in the
Regiment. Richard Whitson and
I have hit several dead ends trying to locate certain folks.
Other folks have stepped up and
helped within the Association,
including Scott Cunningham,
who is now the Association Sec-
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retary. Scott served with me in
the 4th Battalion in the 1980’s,
along with re-appointed Board
Member, Terry Tlumac.
Bob
Beaver is now the Chairman of
the Board, and we have a new
Membership Chairman, Adam
Swift, who served in Afghanistan under LTC Jon Neumann,
as the Scout Platoon Leader and
other positions. Captain Swift
will surely be a great addition to
“Team Buffalo,” and I suspect
that he’ll recruit some younger
members into the Association.
Many thanks go out to Ronald
Miller, who took over the Membership Chairman duties from
me in 2009, and has done a great
job these past five years. It’s an
important job within the Association that often gets overlooked
for the appreciation that it deserves.
Carla and I have missed the
last two reunions and I had really hoped to get to the 2014 reunion, but unexpected life events
took precedence for us this year.
We’re looking forward to attending the 2015 reunion in Buffalo,
New York and seeing all of our
wonderful 17th Infantry friends
and family. I believe that another one of my 4th battalion brothers, Tim McMurtree, is hosting
a Buffalo BBQ at his home for
the reunion attendees, which I’m
sure will be a great time. Steve
Goodwin is working on details
for the reunion, and I wish that
we had some information for you
now, but keep an eye out for another thinned out version of the
Buffalo Bugle in early summer
with all the details. We’ll also
post information as we get it on
our Facebook group.

Ed Geer has been posting some
cool historical data on Facebook, including a “Where the
Regiment’s Served” list. This
got me thinking that I’d like to
visit some more historical places that the Regiment served and
I think that this spring and/or
summer, I might make a trip to
Columbus, Ohio to visit the Columbus Barracks site, where not
only the Regiment served in the
late 1800’s, early 1900’s, but also
where 17th Infantry Regiment
Veterans formed the very first
V.F.W. Maybe I can talk my side
kick CSM Tim Green to join me
for a day trip. Carla and I visited
Gettysburg last year on the motorcycles with some friends, but
didn’t really get to tour any of the
battlefields. We plan on making
another trip there this coming
summer, and we’ll most certainly be visiting the battle sites, including the wheat field and other
17th infantry historic locations.
I’m sure that no matter where you

live in these great United States,
you can find someplace within
driving distance where our beloved Regiment served.
I also want to apologize for not
having a “New Member” section and/or a “Taps” section in
this issue. We’re trying to get
these processes streamlined
for future issues, as these are
very important to everyone in
the Association. We lost some
beloved members these past
couple years, including John
Hooper, Arnold Prather, Lee
Rothman, Raleigh Gresham,
Franky Kim, Jeff Lawrence, Darron Wright, and Ed Sims. I’m
sure that I missed a few, but I
hope to have all the details in a
future Buffalo. I, for one, will
miss seeing John Hooper and
Arnold Prather at the reunions.
God Speed to all of them.
Many thanks to my wife Carla, who, as always, helped me

with this issue with proof reading
and positive feedback. It always
amazes me how many errors she
finds. Many of you submit near
perfect articles, but some of us,
me included, didn’t pay enough
attention in school, so she makes
us all look a little smarter.
A big congratulations to Einar Ingman on his recent United States
Postal Service honor. I purchased
a sheet of Einar Ingman stamps
that were made up by the Wisconsin Newspaper, The Tomahawk
Leader and a couple of the Einar
Ingman cancellation envelopes for
my collection.
I hope that the Lord grants each
and every one of you good health
and prosperity in 2015, and I hope
to see many of you in Buffalo, New
York later this year at the reunion.

Donald
E. Shook Jr.
Bco 4-17 Infantry (7th ID) 1984-1988

LTC Maximo Moore, Donald Shook, and COL Matt Lissner - 2011 4-17 Reactivation at Fort Bliss, TX
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ED GEER’s 1/35 SCALE
KOREAN WAR ARMORED JEEP

Actual picture of 17th Infantry Armored Jeep
Edward Geer won first place in
the Military Wheeled Vehicles
Class at the Missouri Ozark
Scale Specialist (MOSS) with his
scratch built entry of the 17th Infantry Regiment’s Armored Jeep
from the Korean War.
He got the idea to build this one
of a kind vehicle after he received
five different photographs of this
jeep from Don Shook. After doing extensive research on the
internet, he discovered that except for these 5 photographs, the
only other reference to this jeep
was in a short video on YouTube

made by a LTC Clark; South Korea 1952-1953.
While studying the five photos
and the video, he realized that
the chassis and the body had
been reversed as well as the axles. The rear axle is now under
the engine. It appears that the
body had been completely replaced with armored plating.
It appears that the armament for
the jeep consisted of a 75mm;
M20 Recoilless Rifle mounted on
a pedestal located in the middle
of the crew compartment, three
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M1919 .30 caliber General Purpose Machine guns, one mounted in the left front as a bow machine gun. The other two were
pintle-mounted on each side of
the jeep.
His enjoyment in building models depicting his service, family
and the Regiment took over. His
first step was to enlarge the photographs to allow the prints to
be to 1/35 scale. His next step
was to take detail measurements
of the jeep in order to create numerous templates. He selected
Tamiya’s 1/35 scale WW2 Wil-

ley’s Jeep to provide everything
less the body. The body would
consist of an assembly of numerous cut section of plastic.
The only deviation he had to
make from the prototype was the
recoilless rifle. He was unable to
locate a model of the 75mm recoilless rifle. So he used the M18
57mm Recoilless Rifle as a substitution for the M20, 75mm Recoilless Rifle.
He has plans to build another
one sometime in the future with
more detail and accuracy. So,
if any member of the Association has either additional photographs or personal knowledge of
this armored jeep, he would be
very grateful if you would contact him.

ED GEER
Phone: (417) 932 0049
E-Mail: emgeer@centurylink.net
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~ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

field,” said Pfc. Lewis Nodal, 2-3,
1/1 AD, who supports fires missions at the battery level.

Soldiers set up an improvised Tactical Command Post, or TAC, with three
networked Strykers on Oct. 22, 2014 during the Warfighter Information Network-Tactical (WIN-T) Increment 2 Follow-on Operational Test and Evaluation
2 (FOT&E 2) held in conjunction with the Army’s Network Integration Evaluation 15.1, at Fort Bliss and White Sands Missile Range, N.M.

Having various forms of communications adds redundancy to the
network for improved reliability,
Quillico added. “There is an old
saying that two is one and one is
none,” he said.
Additionally, the system’s radio
cross-banding capability enables
different radio networks to talk to
each other so everyone can communicate regardless of which radio
and waveform they are using.
“Essentially, I am taking an FM
network and pushing it digitally
through a satellite link to get it forward to a geographically dispersed
unit,” Worthan said. “As long as I
can touch the satellite from both
ends, I can then transfer my FM
communications to the ground

forces, and distances no longer
matter.”
During the operational test, the
SNE packages integrated on both
Strykers and MRAPs were also
used to retransmit fire and counter fire support information between upper and lower echelons.
Forward observers and fire support officers once restricted by the
line-of-sight distances of their radios to exchange fires information
between maneuver platoons and
brigade can now execute critical
operations at the edge of the fight.
“Sometimes the Fire Support
Specialists are farther away than
their radio capability can reach,
but WIN-T Increment 2 can extend
much further out into the battle-
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During the operational test, 4-17
also utilized the system’s flexibility to create their own unique mobile Tactical Command Posts, referred to simply as “TACs,” which
replicate the critical mission command and communication systems found in units’ much larger
tactical operations center (TOC)
headquarters. The unit used two
Stryker vehicles integrated with
the WIN-T Increment 2 Point of
Presence (PoP), which provides
mobile mission command and
other advanced communications,
and another Stryker equipped
with fires support capabilities.
They backed up the vehicles in a
“Y” formation to form a mobile
TAC and set up tables in the center
of the formation. The improvised
TAC enabled advanced mission
command, battlefield monitoring
and fires support from remote locations on the battlefield. Other
units created a TAC with their
PoP and other support vehicles,
so when the larger TOC had to be
moved to a new location, the unit
retained its situational awareness
and operational tempo.
“Establishing
communications
is usually the number one issue
when a unit goes out into the
field,” said Sgt. Michael Trevino,
Fires Support Specialist for 2nd
Battalion, 3rd Field Artillery Regiment (2-3),1/1 AD, who trained
on WIN-T Increment 2 integrated
Strykers during NET. “This new
technology makes that less of a
problem; it makes you more mission-driven as opposed to driven
by troubleshooting.”

BUFFALO “6” 4-17 INFANTRY

LTC Ryan Worthan

4th Bn, 17th Infantry Regiment
Fort Bliss, Texas

Iraqi Freedom.
His awards and decorations include the Silver Star, Bronze Star
Medal (3), Meritorious Service
Medal (4), Army Commendation Medal (3), Army Achievement Medal (2), Valorous Unit
Award, Meritorious Unit Citation,
the National Defense Service
Medal, Armed Forces Service
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal with
Arrowhead Device, Global War
on Terrorism Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Iraq
Campaign Medal, NATO Medal,
Ranger Tab, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Expert Infantryman’s Badge, Master Parachutist
Badge, and Air Assault Badge.
LTC Worthan is married to the
former Amy Sanborn of Rome,
New York. They have two children, Amelia (age 5) and Lucas
(age 2).
LTC Worthan, a 1997 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, most
recently served as an instructor in the Systems Engineering Department at his alma mater for two years.

LTC Worthan graduated from the
United States Military Academy
at West Point, New York and was
commissioned in May 1997. He
is a graduate of the Infantry Officer Basic and Advanced Courses,
the Combined Arms Service and
Staff School, the Naval War College, College of Naval Command
and Staff where he earned a Master of Arts in National Defense
and Strategic Studies, the Naval Operational Planner Course
(Maritime Advanced Warfighter
School), and Duke University
where he earned a Master of Engineering Management.

Benning, Georgia; Battalion Assistant S3, S4 and A Company
Commander, 1st Battalion, 87th
Infantry, 10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum, New York; Assistant S3, 3rd Battalion, 75th
Ranger Regiment, Fort Benning,
Georgia;
A Company Commander, 6th Ranger Training
Brigade, Eglin Air Force Base,
Florida; Chief of Future Operations, US Army Africa, Vicenza,
Italy; Battalion Operations Officer and Battalion Executive Officer, 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry
(Airborne), Vicenza, Italy. LTC
Worthan currently serves as an
Instructor in the Department
of Systems Engineering at the
United States Military Academy,
West Point, New York. LTC Worthan’s operational deployments
include four tours to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, and two tours
to Iraq in support of Operation

LTC Worthan’s past assignments
include Bradley Platoon Leader
and Company Executive Officer,
2nd Battalion, 7th Infantry, Fort
Stewart, Georgia; Ranger Rifle
Platoon Leader and Ranger Support Platoon Leader, 1st Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, Fort
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Mr. Steven Goodwin
Scholarship Chairman & Treasurer
17th Infantry Regiment Association
4366 Central Ave.
Western Springs, IL 60558
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the HHC First Sergeant. He deployed in support of OIF 7/ Operation New Dawn during this
time. He was then assigned to
the Ranger Training Brigade as
4th Bn’s HHC 1SG and the Brigade Operations SGM. Currently
CSM Morneault is the Battalion
Command Sergeant Major of 4th
BN, 17th IN Regiment.

BUFFALO “7” 4-17 INFANTRY

CSM Brian Morneault
4th Bn, 17th Infantry Regiment
Fort Bliss, Texas
Command Sergeant Major Morneault was born in Portland, ME
and enlisted in the Army in February 1995. He completed basic
training and Advanced Individual Training as an Infantry Soldier
at Fort Benning, GA.
CSM Morneault attended the
Ranger Indoctrination Program
and was assigned to 3rd Ranger
Battalion and later to Regimental
Headquarters. After nine years
of service to the Ranger Regiment, he was assigned to 18th
Airborne Corp, Long Range
Surveillance Company where
he served as a Platoon Sergeant
in OIF 3. CSM Morneault was
then reassigned to 5th Ranger
Training Battalion and served as
a mountain Ranger Instructor.
CSM Morneault’s next assignment was with 1st BN/ 15th INF
Regiment where he served as the
BN Operations Sergeant Major,
Baker Company (Audie Murphy
Company) First Sergeant and

CSM Morneault’s military education includes all levels of
NCOES. He has attended Airborne School, Jump Master
School, Infantry Mortar Leaders Course, Emergency Medical
Technician, Sniper School, Pathfinder School, both Summer and
Winter Military Mountaineering
Courses, and Ranger School. He
is working on a Bachelor’s degree in Management with a concentration on leadership from
American Military University.
Among his awards and decorations are; the Bronze Star (2nd

award), Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal (3rd award),
Army Commendation Medal
(2nd award), Army Achievement
Medal with silver oak leaf cluster, Army Good Conduct Medal
(6th award), Non-Commissioned
Officer Professional Development Ribbon (4th award), Over
Seas Ribbon ( 2nd award), Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary
and Service Medals, Army Service Ribbon, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Expert Infantryman’s Badge, Pathfinder Badge,
Master Parachutist Badge, British, Egyptian and Canadian Parachutist Badges, and the Ranger
Tab. He has also been awarded
the Order of Saint Maurice Medal and the Order of St. George.
Command Sergeant Major Morneault is married to the former
Christi Smith of Waycross, GA.
They are the proud parents of
two genetically superior boys
Cuyler (6 years old) and Colby (4
years old)

CSM Brian P. Morneault is the new CSM of the 4th Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment. He wants to emphasize the basics - physical fitness
and being more lethal on the battlefield.
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EINAR INGMAN

Is Honored by the United States Postal Service

Einar H. Ingman Jr. of Tomahawk/Irma WI, was one of
five Medal of Honor recipients
from Wisconsin to receive the
nation’s highest military honor
for service in Korea. The four
others however, were awarded
posthumously.
The Medal of Honor is presented “for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the
risk of life, above and beyond
the call of duty.” Almost two
million Americans served in
the Korean War, but only 146
were singled out for their actions (one is buried in the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier).
Ingman is recognized for his
strength and courage displayed
on the battlefield February
26th 1951, while serving as a
corporal with Company E, 17th
Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division in Korea. On that
day, near the town of Malta-

feet, he was shot in the face
by a Chinese soldier. He continued his attack on the machine gun, firing his rifle and
killing the remaining crew
with his bayonet, until falling
unconscious. His men went on
to capture their objective and
force the opposing troops into
a disorganized retreat.

ri, he was among two squads
of men tasked with assaulting a fortified ridge-top position. Suddenly, the patrol
ran into a Chinese force dug
in at the top of a ridge above
them. When both squad leaders were wounded, Ingman
combined the squads and took
command. After making a radio call for tank and artillery
support, he led his soldiers
against the position, encouraging them and directing their
fire.

Seven Days later, Ingman regained consciousness in a hospital in Tokyo where he underwent emergency brain surgery.
He was later sent to Percy
Jones Hospital in Battle Creek,
Michigan, where 23 more operations followed over the
next two years. About midyear 1951 he was promoted to
Sergeant.In July of that year,
Ingman was flown from his
hospital bed to Washington,
D. C., where on July 5th, 1951,
President Harry S. Truman
presented him with the Medal
of Honor. He is also the recipient of two Purple Hearts, the
Good Conduct Medal, the National Defense Service Medal,
the United Nations Service
Medal, and the Korean Service Medal with three Bronze
Service Stars.

Corporal Ingman single-handedly attacked a machine gun
that was firing on his group,
tossing a hand grenade into
the emplacement and killing
the enemy crew with his rifle.
While approaching a second
machine gun, he was knocked
to the ground and suffered
significant injuries when a
Chinese grenade exploded
near his head. As he got to his

After meeting with the President, Einar came home to Tomahawk, where he was greeted
by a crowd of 20,000 people at
a “Welcome Home Parade and
Celebration.” His hometown
presented him with a new car,
and a boat with motor and
Trailer. Exactly one year after
receiving the Medal of Honor,
Einar married the love of his
life, Mardelle Goodfellow. In
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November 1952, he was discharged from the Army as retired. He went on to work as
a mail clerk with then OwensIllinois Paper Corporation in
Tomahawk, retiring after 32
years. He and Mardelle raised
seven children.
The couple took part in 11
Presidential Inaugurations and
traveled the world extensively,

including multiple trips back
to Korea.
In February of 2003, Einar suffered a severe cerebral hemorrhage. He has not been able
to travel outside of the Tomahawk area since then. He lost
his devoted wife and advocate
in April 2011.
In the Summer of 2014, Einar

was honored with the Order of
Military Merit (Taegueg) from
the Republic of Korea-South
Korea, the country’s highest
military honor.
Einar has always said he did
his courageous acts “for the
men and country,” and that he
wears the Medal of Honor not
for himself, but “for everyone
who has served.”
The October 6th, 2014, celebration with its special postage stamp, postal cancellation, and envelope marks
Einar’s 85th birthday, and is
just one way we in Tomahawk
can say thank you to our local
hero.
- Tomahawk Leader on behalf
of a grateful community.
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17th Infantry Regiment Association Membership Application

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Middle

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Street

Member Status:

City

Active Duty

State

Veteran

Zip

Widow of Veteran

Descendant of Veteran

Veteran Spouse’s Name (or nearest of kin):______________________________________________________
Today’s Date:_____________________________ Phone Number:____________________________________
E-Mail Address:_________________________________________ Fax Number:_________________________
With the 17th From:____________________19________ To________________________19______________
Unit served with (Battalion, Company, etc) :______________________________________________________
Referred to the Association by:________________________________________________________________
For Annual Membership Dues, please enclose $25.00. For Lifetime Membership Dues, please enclose $300.00
Please Note thet there are also special rates for soldiers currently serving with the 1st and 4th Battalions.
Lifetime Membership includes a 17th Infantry Bronze Buffalo Coin and Certificate.
Please Check One:
New Annual Membership

Renewal Annual Membership

Lifetime Membership

Note: You can have a subscription to the “Buffalo Bugle” for only $10.00 a year if you do not qualify for a 17th
Infantry Regiment Association membership.

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE WHEN FILLING OUT FORM, do not write. Mail completed form and check or money
order made out to the 17th Infantry Regiment Association to Membership Chairman, Ron Miller:
ADAM SWIFT
94224B Holdenbury Dr.
Fort Drum, NY 13603
440-623-5110
AGSwift@gmail.com
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MEMBER QUESTIONNAIRE
What is your primary reason for joining the 17th Infantry Regiment Association?

What do you feel is the most important benefit you receive from being a member of the Association?

What do you feel the Association could do differently to better serve its membership?

Do you have photographs or color slides that we can copy from your time with the 17th Infantry Regiment?

Would you be interested in serving on a committee or helping in a technical way, i.e., website
Administration, database administration, graphic art, technical writing, photography, etc.

Would you be interested in serving as a Board Member or Officer of the Association?

Are you a current member of the National Infantry Association?

Miscellaneous Comments, etc.

46

2014 REUNION PICTURES

47

Adam Swift
17th Infantry Regiment Association
94224B Holdenbury Dr.
Fort Drum, NY 13603
ADDRESS LABEL CODES
RA - Veteran Annual Member
RL - Veteran Life Member
DA - Active Duty Annual
DL - Active Duty Life Member
AA - Associate Annual Member
AL - Associate Life Member
LA - Lineal Annual Member
LL - Lineal Life Member
2012 - Year Dues Paid Until

*Note: If the code above your name is anything other than
“2012” (excluding Life Memberships), your membership is due.
e-mail or call Don Shook if you have any questions.
SPC Allen of HHC 1-17 receives an ARCOM for finishing first in the 10-miler shadow run in Japan

