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accomplished a great deal to ensure our continued legacy.
First and foremost, our historian
Ed Geer with the assistance of
our HCOR Colonel Steve Gardner, to include the support of
our current active battalions, the
“Buffalo” has been assigned by
the Department of the Army, as
our official designation, under
AR870-5: Military History.
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

From The Desk of
The President
To the Herd,

It has truly been an Honor and a
privilege to serve as your President for our incredible association, to include being a part of
preserving our history and its
heritage. Throughout our military history, it is the Korean War
that has always stood out in the
forefront in my eyes, the forgotten war. Let me say that you
have not been forgotten, nor will
you ever.
I have been blessed to meet so
many people from all walks of
life since I have joined the association, to include getting out
and spending time with both the
1st & 4th Battalions.
As your President, my mission
has been to focus on participation, recruitment and financial
stability. This past year has been
incredibly busy for our association, to include facing challenges
and accomplishing goals. During my term, working with so
many of our members, we have

Secondly, through great efforts
from Colonel Johnny Brooks and
our members, we have secured
our new home for our beloved
monument at the National Infantry Museum. This is especially
important to me, as the rededication of our monument falls on
the 30th Anniversary of my era,
Light-Fighters bringing an end to
the cold war era.
This rededication will bring
many of our brother’s home,
thus bringing together many
generations of our brotherhood.
Remember not only all who have
served, but to remember those
that we have lost and those that
we honor in 2018 at Fort Benning
Georgia, where it all started.
Lastly, we have been working
hard to bring back our Bugle on a
bi-annual basis and through the
creation of the Buffalo SNORTS,
initiated by Jim Rohr, thus keeping our history and memories
alive for generations to come
throughout the years. So, I encourage you all to share your
stories and pictures, to include
sharing your life with the association.
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My tenure has truly been a humbling experience and it has been
an Honor to be surrounded by so
many talented people and heroes
who have sacrificed so much. We
have proven that by working together, the associations future
is bright, let’s keep the thunder
rolling!
Sincerely,

Scott Cunninham
President
17th Infantry Regiment
Association

ASSOCIATION V. P.

From the Desk of the
Vice President
Hello fellow Buffaloes and friends.
I’m very excited to see this issue of the Buffalo Bugle, as it
will be the first one done by Ed
Geer, who is taking over for me.
I have been publishing the Bugle
for the past 10 years or so, and I
will continue to support Ed in this
task, but I know that he will do
a great job and I’m sure that we
can all count on regular newsletters once again, thanks to his efforts. Please continue to provide
stories, documentation, and/or

high resolution scans of photos
to Ed for Bugle content. Ed has
a passion for 17th Infantry Regiment history that I can easily say
is second to none. This will be a
natural transition for him, as you
really need to know about the historic side of things when putting a
newsletter together. I believe that
Ed will do a fine job!
We missed seeing everyone at
the last reunion and Carla and I
are already looking forward to the
2017 Las Vegas reunion. Make
sure that you get the word out to
everyone you know. We’ll continue to post updates on the Association’s Facebook group.
We’ve also signed a contract with
the National Infantry Museum
to have our monument moved
there, and hopefully we will have
it dedicated at the 2018 reunion
at Ft Benning, Georgia. We desperately need your donations
now, so if you haven’t donated
yet, please go to the 17th Infantry Regiment’s Go-Fund-Me page
at
https://www.gofundme.com/
buffalocause. We are now obligated to move the memorial, and
there’s a timeframe that we must
adhere to, so it’s now or never to
help the cause. Once this final
move is made, we will no longer
have to worry about the memorial, as it will be at its final home.
Truth and Courage!

Donald Shook

Vice Pesident, 17th Infantry
Regiment Association

AWARDS CHAIRMAN

Timothy Green

Awards Chairman
17th Infantry Regiment
Association

The Distinguished Member program is governed by Army Regulation (AR) 600-82. The intent of
the program is to recognize and
appoint those individuals who
“provide a link with history for
today’s soldiers. The primary
mission of these special appointees is to perpetuate the history
and traditions of the regiment
or corps, thereby enhancing unit
morale and esprit. The Honorary
Member of the Regiment position is designed to recognize
non-regimental or corps members for their service to the regiment or corps.”
Distinguished members assist in
fostering regimental esprit, traditions, and perpetuation of the
history of the regiment. The position offers to the regiment the
prestige, stature, and experience
of the appointee. All appointees
will assist the Honorary Colonel
of the Regiment in perpetuating
the history of the regiment.

For veterans to nominate a candidate for DMOR or HMOR, first
read the 17th Infantry Regiment
Association Standard Operating Procedure for the Honorary
Position Guidance. Active duty
members must refer to AR 60082. Association members nominating a candidate shall use the
Association nomination form
posted on the Association web
page or contact me for a copy.
I will assist you, but the nominator has the burden of responsibility to gather all required information to accurately complete
the nomination packet.
Key to the nomination packet is
to gather a detailed biography of
the veteran’s service to include
assignments, awards and decorations, wartime service, and
especially time served with the
17th Infantry Regiment. For civilians, proof of service to the regiment is essential. Keep in mind
that the nomination must overwhelmingly show how the candidate fostered regimental esprit, traditions, and perpetuation
of the history of the regiment,
thereby enhancing unit morale
and esprit. That is a difficult but
achievable task. Several deserving candidates have been denied
appointment over the years because the nomination packet was
too vague, or empirical proof
was too weak.
The Association forwards our
nominations to the commander
of the 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry
Regiment whose responsibility it
is to collect our nominations, his
own, and those of the 4th Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
forward the nominations to Fort
Benning, Georgia for approval.
Our nominations become part of
our historical files, hence the import of a detailed biography.
Our nomination period is the six
month period following the end
of the previous reunion for certificate presentation at the next
annual reunion. For the 2015
year, I must have your nomination packets by the end of April
2015.

have both, unless it is high above
the pocket.
We have bought some great, all
cotton Tees for my business locally with great sewn lettering on
them. I may buy some samples for
our association and get some good
photos to send out for comments.
We currently have a good inventory of coins, crossed rifles, and
DUI’s in stock. These sell most often to our two Battalions and I’ll
keep them in stock unless we decide to quit selling such items. Its
for sure that the US Post office is
making money on freight/mailing
but the association is not. Caps
and tee shirts are bulky and cost
a lot to ship. This should be considered by our Board of Directors
before the spring Bugle goes out.
I look forward to the reunion in
2017 because we shall see some
new faces and perhaps they will
buy some stuff from the QM shop.

QUARTERMASTER

From the Desk of the
Quartermaster

Truth & Courage

Bruce Frazer

Quartermaster
17th Infantry Regiment
Association

The Quartermaster Department
is slowly depleting old inventory.
We hope to add some new items
in the Spring of 2017 after search is
complete and the Board of Directors considers prices and amounts
of inventory to have on hand.

From the Desk of the
Bugle Editor

I would have the privilege to have
served with the Regiement on
three different occasions during
my 21 years of service. I served
with A co 2/17 Inf., Ft. Ord, CA
(1982-1983), E co 1/17 Inf ., Camp
Casey, Korea, (1986) and HHC 3/17
Inf (L), Ft. Ord, CA.
Just before the Reunion, Donald
Shook stepped down as the Editor. At the Reunion our President
Scott Cunningham asked me and I
accepted to become editor of the
Bugle.
I would like to thank Don for all
the years he served as the editor.
He establish a high standard in the
quality of the Bugle. A standard
that I maintain and try to raise the
bar even higher.
This is the first edition of the
Bugle as editor and I’m hoping to
produce an edition of quality.

Want to get feedback from the
members about whether to have
pockets on Tee Shirts or not. It is
usual to have printing or embroidery on the left chest where a
pocket
should be. It is a little awkward to

Since I’m wearing two hats within
the association I’m going to try to
add some history of the Regiment
as well as tidbits of the US Army
and the Regiment.
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of him. An declared that Ltg.
QUinn looked like Buffalo Bill
looking after his herd of Buffalos.

SIDE NOTE
As both the Historian and Editor,
I am always looking for photographs, documents, perspnal stories, and other material related to
the Regiment. I am also looking
for “I was There” stories of our
experience. To me, that is what
makes our Regiment ‘s history
colorful and alive.

In either case, the press, be it
the Stars and Stripes-Pacific, the
Associated Press or the United
Press, other news agencies began to refer to Ltg. Quinn as
“Buffali Bill” and the regiment
as the Buffalos.
ASSOCIATION HISTORIAN

If you would like to have them included in future Bugle Please let
me know. While I can not guarantee in which future Bugle it will
be included. But I will do my best
to include it as soon as possible.

Edward M. Geer

All donations or loans will be appreciated. I will scan anything
loaned and return to the sender.
The donations can be either the
original item or scanned image
done in high resolution.

It brings me great pleasure
to announce, that on July 16,
2016, the Department of the
Army, Center of Military History approved the joint application by both our active duty
battalions for the traditional
Designation of “BUFFALO”.

They can be sent to my email: emgeer@centurylink.net, SUBJECT
LINE: 17th Infantry. Or sent to my
mailing address: Edward Geer,
19403 Cockrell Rd., Yukon, MO.
65589
Truth & Courage

Edward Geer

Bugle Editor
17th Infantry Regiment
Association

Historian,
17th Infantry Regiment
Association

This was the result from the research I started on the origin of
the use of Buffalo, I discovered
though the Regiment had been
identifying itself as the 17th
Infantry “Buffalo” Regiment
since 1951, there was never an
official request to have

The Buffalo began to appear
throughout the regiment. Vehicles, unit signs, official documents, etc. The troops began
to refer to themselves aand the
regiment itself the Buffalos.
This continued even after Ltg.
Quinn left the regiment.
On May 5, 1952, the U.S.
Army’s Institute of Heraldry
amended the coat of arms for
the 17th Infantry to revise the
blazon and symbolism of the

design with the addition of
the buffalo for its Korean
War service and issued a new
Grant of Arms for the 17th
Infantry.

The tradition began back in
1951, shortly after Ltg. Willian
“Buffalo Bill” Quinn assumed
the command of the regiment.
How it began varies slightly
from the source to source.
Some state it began when the
DIvision Commander assigned
the Callsign “Buffalo” or Buffalo Bill” to Ltg. Quinn. Other
sources imply it bagan after a
news reporter saw him staying up in his jeep observing the
regiment’s troops pass in front
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Continued from Page 7

17th Infantry regiment
granted
traditional desIGNATION
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SO THAT’S THE YALU
GI’S WASH BOOTS IN THE YALU

Men and tanks of the 17th Regimental Combat Team,
7th Infantry Division and their South Korean counterparts
advance through the rubble-strewn streets of Hyesanjin,
North Korea, near the Manchurian border, Nov. 21, 1950.

These were the headlines
found in Newspapers throughout America on November 21,
1950. Around 9:45 AM, the
lead element supported by the
Regiment’s Tank Company and
anti-aircraft artillery entered
the deserted border village of
Hyesanjin, North Korea.
This accomplishment will go
down in US Military History
as one of its greatest achievements. For this event would be
recorded as the most northern
advance by any US or UN Military during the Korean War.
It was achieved following 20
days of heavy fighting, movement over difficult terrain, lack
of roads and bridges, and an
extremely harsh cold Korean
Winter.
The route the 17th Infantry
took to reach Hyesanjin was
long and hard. It started when
they landed at Inchon on September 25, 1950. The 2nd Battalion was committed along
with the 32nd Infantry Regi-

Two unindentified members of the 17th Infantry
Regiment Combat Teamoverlooking the Yalu River
into China. Nov. 1950

ment in the battle for Seoul.
Meanwhile the remainder of
the regiment moved to the
Inchon-Yoju area. With arrival
of the 8th Army units from the
South, almost the entire Division moved by motor convoy
diagonally across Korea to Pusan to prepare for another amphibious landing.
Target area for the landing of
the 17th RCT was Iwon, above
the 38 degree parallel on the
east coast of North Korea. The
landing on 29 October was
unopposed and the regiment
drove more than 100 miles inland to Pungsan before making enemy contact. Here the
1st Battalion attacked a reinforced North Korean Regiment
and drove them north across
the Ungi River.
The crossing of the Ungi River
was the first time the regiment
was committed as a complete
Regimental Combat Team. The
available maps of this section
of North Korea were none too
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accurate. Thus an unmarked
town occupied by the CP after
crossing the river was promptly christened “No-Name-Ni”.
The regiment drove on toward the Manchurian border in a column of battalions
with the 1st Battalion leading.
Two brief engagements were
fought before Kapsan on the
17th and 19th of November.
On the 20th of November, the
1st Battalion marched 18 miles
and before night-fall was insight of the Yalu River. On the
21st the entry was made in
Hyosanjin with the Corps and
Division Commanders arriving
within 45 minutes later.
As an award the command
flew in a hot Thanksgiving
Meal to the Regiment. While
the Regiment was enjoying their Thanksgiving meal
along the Yalu River and the
uneasy peace. Just across the
border the People’s Republic
So That’s the Yalu
Continue on Page 10

So That’s the Yalu
Continud from Page 9

of China’s military was massing along the entire border, in
preparation for their attack.
They launch their offense on
the 25th of November across
the entire front. By the 28th
of November, Gen. MacArthur
finally admitted the Chinese
had fully entered the war. It
was also apparent that Hyesanjin along with other positions
along the entire front would
be untenable, and the order to
withdraw was issued.
On 30 November, the long
withdrawal into the Hungnam perimeter was begun.
The regiment was evacuated
from the perimeter on 20 December, landed at Pusan and
closed in Sinnyong area near
Taogu on Christmas Day.

I WAS THERE
Submitted by Henry “Pete” Petersen
I&R Platoon (1950-1951)

Just for background information
and the fact that at 85 yrs of age
there can’t be many of us left who
were there that day, I would like
to make an observation. It does
NOT contradict the above paragraph which does not specifically
mention what happened to the
17th that day. However I can tell
you what happened to me and my
I&R platoon: NOTHING! We were
dug in on the Yalu’s bank with
our line companies dug in and
trailing off to the southeast and
southwest. I was dug in behind a
machine gun overlooking the river
and had been watching their patrols go by on the other side since
we got there. I don’t recall if the
river was frozen over at that point
but they would have had to have
crossed hundred of yards of open
ground and come steeply up hill
to reach us. In my mind’s-eye of
recollection, theirs would have
been an impossible job without
heavy air support which they
didn’t have. Anyway, they made

The Yalu Rock.
This was displayed at the 3rd Battalion Headquarters, 7th Infantry
Division Light prior to it’s inactivation on 15 September 1993.
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the decision to bypass us and we
(the grunts dug in) did not know
what was happening 35 miles
southeast with the 1st Marines
and 65 miles southwest to the 2nd
Infantry. I don’t know when our
officers knew. Reading of the history of the time and place, there
was chaos with the officer corps
all the way from Tokyo to the Yalu
and at some point the 17th was
remembered and we got the word
if you guys are still alive get the
hell out. It is hard to understand
in the sense of today’s rapid communications how poor our communications were then. Back then,
reporters travelled freely and their
reports back to the States were
unrestricted; ergo, back home in
Chicago my folks read how the
17th had been cutoff, presumed
annihilated . You ask: how could
they be attacking so far to our rear
that day? how was that possible?
The answer is in The Ghost Army
of Manchuria and how they smuggled 250,000 troops passed us at
night on our east and west flanks

TAPS
Recently, we lost some of our Brother Buffalos. God determined their mission on Earth is complete and it
was time to pass on that torch to others. He gave them a new mission to join those who had already gone
before them. We all Salute You.

Capt. Robert Connelly
October 31, 2016

been used as engineers to dig by
hand, an earthworks defensive position named “Phase Line Poppa”.

Allen M. Wallman
Oct. 6th, 2016

This line was to be our last line
of defense should the North Koreans do something really dumb.
The grunts thought it was to be
our cemetery if things went bad.
In the fall of 1968 I was sent to
Charlie Company and Bobby
went to the S4 shop. LTC Phillip D. Grimm, our new Battalion Commander made these
changes
of
responsibility.

In the association, he had served
as the Vice President, a Boardmember, and was a Distinguished Member of the Regiment.
BELOW Submitted by Bruce Frazer
Bobby joined the army in the
mid 1960’s and attended the Infantry School at Ft. Benning
about the exact time I was there.
I met Lt. Robert Connelly in the
Bravo Company, 1st Battalion,
17th Infantry area in July 1968.
The base camp was Camp Kaiser.
We were both in Korea because of
the Pueblo Navy Ship attack and
capture, and we both started our
journey with the Buffalos as Platoon Leaders in Bravo Company.
LTC Paul Cooper was the Battalion Commander in the beginning
of our tour. He was a WWII veteran and on his last overseas tour as
were most of the upper ranking
officers and NCO’s. The unit had

This is when I realized that Bobby
could find and procure any item
of government property the battalion required for IG Inspections
and other marvelous stuff. He got
me a gun sight for a 90 MM Recoilless Rifle for an old broken down
pool table in the old dayroom. He
got HQ Company a 4.2 tube that
we were missing for several years.
Robert was LTC Grimm’s right
hand man for the whole time LTG
Grimm was in Command. Robert
was held over at the end of his tour
because of his position as S4 and
the DMZ was running very hot.
Bobby was sent to Ft. Hood after
his Korean tour and that is when
Gay and I really got close to him
and his soon to be wife, Sheila.
We had a big time in those days.
Bobby and Sheila moved to
Florida in the 1970’s and made
their home in Miami. Bob
learned Cuban Spanish and
got hooked on good cigars.
Bobby love life and lived it to the
fullest.
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Allen M. Wallmanserved in E
Company, 17th Infantry Regiment. His platoon was trained in
the use of flamethrowers. After
suffering wounds from a hand
grenade blast, he help carry his
fallen comrade down the hill. He
was exvacuated to a MASH hospital. He was awarded the Combat
Infantryman Badge, Purple Heart,
National Defense Service Medal,
Good Conduct Medal, Korean
Service Medal (3 Campaign Stars),
and the UN Korean Service Medal

TAPS CONTINUED PG. 17

Selections for Distinguished
Members of the Regiment
(DMOR) and Honorary Distinguished Members of the Regiment (HDMOR) are not based
solely on military accomplishments during an individual’s
time in service, but also on
what the individual has accomplished on behalf of the
Association. The Chairman
of the selection committee is
Association Project Chairman,
CSM Tim Green. Nominations
for DMOR or HDMOR should
be sent to him at

csmgreen@gmail.com

The above badge and a certificate suitable for framing, as
well as orders signed by the
Chief of the U.S. Infantry, are
presented to each awardee.

HCOR

Colonel Jeffrey “Al” Kelly

HSMOR

MSG Lawrence Haynes

DMOR
* SGM Phillip Albert
* Alfred Baumann
SFC Douglas Bell
* Clarence Bennet
Paul H. Bryant
SFC Lawrence Burke
* Dennis Camp
MAJ John T. Carrig
* COL Ralph C. Colley
* Robert Connelly
CSM George Crisostomo
* Joe E. DeFosse
David de la Sierra

Louis E. Eve
*Thomas Fernandez
- de la Reguera
* Andy Ferreira
Eugene P. Feury
Bruce Frazer
* Pete Gallo
COL Edward Gibbons
Kevin Gilfether
Steve Goodwin
Joseph Gonsalves
* Eulos “Ed” Graham
* COL Philip Grimm
CSM Timothy Green
George Harvey
* CPT Raymond Harvey *MOH
* SGM Fred Hatter
Lawrence Haynes
Robert R. Heiter
* COL Thomas Hickman
*HCOR
COL Jeffrey P. Holt
MSG Einar Ingman *MOH
* Gilbert E. Isham
Stuart Johnson
LTC Fred Kamaka
COL Jeffrey “Al” Kelly
* Louis Kolb
James Leal
COL Jackie D. Legg
* BG Ted Mataxis *HCOR
Fred McGee
Joe Midyette
CSM Daryl T. Moore
1SG John Moore
COL Maximo Moore
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CSM Timothy Mullins
SGM Walter L. Murrell
Judge Stuart Namm
Thomas Nightingale
MSG Robert Northcutt
COL Mike Okita
* Tony Perez
Robert Petzold
Chaplain John Phillips
* Arnold Prather
* Rocky Rayos
CSM Edison Rebuck
* BG Royal Reynolds
* Jack Reynoldson
SGM Clarence Rineck
* SGM Richard Robbins
James Rohr
Richard Rosa
* Stewart Rothman
* LT Richard Shea *MOH
COL James Sheldon
Donald E Shook Jr.
SFC Charles Shuck
LTC James Smith
1SG Matthew Splechter
LTC John L. Strube
John A. Sullivan
CSM Mack Vereen
Don Watts
LTC Charles Webster
Richard Whitson
Scott Wickland
SSG Gregory Williams
COL Marc Williams
Bobby Wilson
* Jacob F. Wittler
* COL Darron Wright
* MAJ Neil Young
* Deceased

Association merchandise
ORDER FORM ON PAGE 14
Nice 17th Infantry Regiment Association golf shirt / polo S-ML-XL-XXL $30.00 Each

Two Sided, Silk Screened
Black T-shirt.
Med-Lrg-XLG-XXL
$20 each

Two Sided, Silk Screened
Grey T-shirt.
Med-Lrg-XLG-XXL
$20 each

17th Infantry crossed rifles
(brass finish)
$17 for a pair
$10 for one

17th Infantry Association
Membership Lapel Pin
$4 Each

Beautiful Epoxy Filled Association Coin
NEW with AFGHANISTAN Listed
$10.00 each

17th Infantry DUI
(Distinctive Unit Insignia)
$12 (pair)

Old Stryker Association Coin
circa 2005
While they last: $3.00 each
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17th INFANTRY REGIMENT
ASSOCIATION
QUARTERMASTER STORE
Bruce Frazer - Quartermaster
2929 Westminster
Dallas, TX 75205
Phone: (214) 369-9689
E-Mail: 17infantry1942@att.net

ORDER FORM

DATE

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

SHIP TO:

PHONE NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

QUANTITY ITEM NUMBER

DESCRIPTION

UNIT PRICE TOTAL

SUBTOTAL
Make Checks out to the:
“17th Infantry Regiment Association”

SHIPPING 17%

Note: Credit Card payments only accepted on the Association’s website

DONATION
BALANCE DUE

EXAMPLE: Your order is 32.50, Shipping and Handling would
then be “$5.52” (32.50 X .17 = $5.52)
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE 17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
PLEASE ALLOW THREE WEEKS FOR PROCESSING AND SHIPMENT
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Association merchandise
ORDER FORM ON PAGE 14

White Vinyl 17th Infantry
Decals. Small
$4 (Small)

17th Infantry Pen Knives
Blue-Black-Red-Teal-Green
$5.00 Each
Designate color when ordering

Coffee Mug with crest &
Crossed 17th Infantry rifles
(Mug is blue with white crest)
$15.00 Each

The famous “Buffalo Nickel”
(Truth & Courage)
$5.00 Each

Mosul and Baghdad 1-17
“We Kicked Ass”
Embroidered Patch
$6.00 Each

ACU “Afghanistan” 1-17 patch Design A
Velcro: $5.00 / Iron on: $4.00

ACU “Afghanistan” 1-17 patch Design B
Velcro: $5.00 / Iron on: $4.00
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KOREAN DMZ (1969-1994) VETERANS ELIGIBLE
FOR CIB AND CMB
Submitted by:
Ed. Geer
Association Historian
Thought I share this information to
all to all my fellow Buffalos who
served in or on the Korea DMZ
between the January 4, 1969 to
March 31, 1994. Back in December 2006, the US Army amended
Army Regulation 600–8–22, Military Awards, Chapter 8–6. Combat Infantryman Badge and 8–7.
Combat Medical Badge authorizing both the CIB and the CMB
for service in the Korean DMZ.
However, they did not approve
the wear a Shoulder sleeve insignia-former wartime service. I will
provide the information from AR
600-8-2 at the end of this article.
There are some key points to this
authorization and submitting an
application for it. First the Special Requirements for the award
of the CIB and the CMB are rescinded. MOS and Duty assignments are still required. Secondly,
if you have already been awarded
either the CIB or CMB from the
Vietnam War to Desert Storm,
you are not eligible. I should know
this, because I had submitted my
application and was informed that
while I met all the requirements
for the CIB based on my service in
the DMZ. It was denied because
I was awarded the CIB for Operation Just Cause. Third, you will
need to submit supporting documentation with the application.
Now, like many of us, if you lack
documents to support the application you can go online to the

National Archives’ Military Service Records section to Request Your Military Records,
Link: http://www.archives.gov/
veterans/military-service-records/ and fill out the online
form. Note any documents you
receive from the Archives will
be certified as being authentic.
Now, in order to obtain the documents faster, be specific on what
you want. I.E. Tell them what
your intent is. I am seeking documents to support my application
for the CIB for the Korean DMZ.
I was assigned to A co 2nd Bn
17th Inf. 7th Inf. Div 1970-1971. I
would like copies of my assignment orders, any decorations
or awards received during that
time. A Copy of my DD-214, etc.
Now, if you do not have access to
the internet you can obtain a copy
of SF 180 Request Pertaining to
Military Records. Fill it out and
mail the form to National Personnel Records Center (Military Personnel Records) 1 Archives Drive
St. Louis, MO 63138-1002. If you are
unable to obtain this form locally,
let me know and I’ll assist you.
The other option is just to write
a letter requesting the documents.
Doing it this way you will need
to include the following information as well. The veteran’s complete name used while in service,
Service number or social security
number, Branch of service, Dates

16

of service, Date and place of birth
may also be helpful, especially if
the service number is not known.
If the request pertains to a record
that may have been involved in
the 1973 fire, also include: Place
of discharge, Last unit of assignment, Place of entry into the service, if known. You will need to
mail the letter to National Personnel Records Center (Military
Personnel Records) 1 Archives
Drive St. Louis, MO 63138-1002.
Army Regulation 600–8–22; Military Awards; 11 December 2006
8–6. Combat Infantryman Badge
c. The CIB is authorized for
award for the following qualifying wars, conflicts, and operations:
(5) Korea on the demilitarized zone (DMZ) (4 January 1969 to 31 March 1994).
e. The special provisions authorized for the Vietnam Conflict, Laos, and Korea on the
DMZ
are
outlined
below.
(3) In Korea on the DMZ. The special requirements for award of the
CIB for service in the Republic of
Korea are rescinded. Army veterans and service members who
served in Korea on or after 28 July
1953 and meet the criteria for award
of the CIB outlined in paragraph
8–6c, may submit an application

(to include supporting documentation) for award of the CIB to USAHRC, AHRC–PDO–PA, 200 Stovall
Street, Alexandria, VA 22332–
0471. Retroactive awards under
these criteria are not authorized
for service prior to 29 July 1953.
g.(2) Retroactive awards of the
Combat Infantryman’s Badge and
Combat Medical Badge. These
awards may be awarded by USAHRC, HRC–PDO–PA to active
duty Soldiers and reserve component Soldiers. Applications for
retroactive award of the Combat
Infantryman’s Badge (CIB) and
CMB will be forwarded through
command channels to USAHRC,
AHRC–PDO–PA, Alexandria, VA
22332–0471. Retirees and veterans should address their application to the National Personnel
Records Center, St. Louis, MO
63132–5100. Retroactive award of
the CIB and CMB are authorized
for time periods specified above
to fully qualified individuals.
8–7. Combat Medical Badge
a.
Eligibility
requirements
for
the
Combat
Medical
Badge (CMB) are as follows:
(1) The CMB may be awarded to
members of the Army Medical
Department (Colonels and below),
the Naval Medical Department
(Captains and below), the Air
Force Medical Service (Colonels
and below), assigned or attached
by appropriate orders to an infantry unit of brigade, regimental, or
smaller size, or to a medical unit
of company or smaller size, organic to an infantry unit of brigade or smaller size, during any
period the infantry unit is engaged
in actual ground combat on or after 6 December 1941. Battle par-

ticipation credit alone is not sufficient; the infantry unit must have
been in contact with the enemy.
c. The CMB is authorized for
award for the following qualifying wars, conflicts, and operations:
(5) Korea on the DMZ (4 January 1969 to 31 March 1994).
d. The special provisions for
Vietnam Conflict, Laos and Korea on the DMZ are as follows:
(3) For service in Korea on the
demilitarized zone. The special
requirements for award of the
CMB for service in the Republic of Korea are rescinded. Army
veterans and service members
who served in Korea on or after
28 July 1953 and meet the criteria
for award of the CMB 8–7c, may
submit an application (to include
supporting documentation) for
award of the CMB to the USAHRC, AHRC–PDO–PA, 200 Stovall
Street, Alexandria, VA 22332–
0471. Retroactive awards under
these criteria re not authorized
for service prior to 29 July 1953.

TRIVIA
1. What was the original color
used to identify Infantry?

TAPS

Continued from Pg. 11

Pfc. Edward R. Naccari
September 8, 2016

Pfc. Edward R. Naccari, served
in Hq 1st Battalion during the
Korean
War
(1950-1952).
3. How many U.S. Army Presidential Unit Citations have all units of
the Regiment earned?
A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4
4. The 17th Infantry Regiment has
fought in every major war since
the Civil War?
A. True
B. False

A. White
B. Green
C. Sky Blue
D. Red

5. The nickname “Buffalo” was
first used when?

2. What insignia was originally
used to identify Infantry?
A. Cross Musket
B. Cross 1903 Springfield Rifles
C. Cross Flintlock Rifles
D. Horn
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A. World War II
B. Indian Wars
C. Korean War
D. Philippine Insurrection
ANSWERS ON PAGE 20

PACIFIC PATHWAYS
From 1Lt. Kyle W. Colledge, Battalion Adjutant, 1st Bn 17th Inf.

The 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry
Regiment, has been busy following
NTC rotation 16-03. The highlights
for the summer of 2016 included
the deployment in support of Pacific Pathways 16-02, fielding of the
new Double V Hull Strykers, and
testing of the new Family of Integrated Weapons sites. The battalion
also welcomed CPT Parker Propst
as the new Battle Company Command as CPT Christopher Galvez
moved from Battle to Hatchet Company. We said farewell to CPT Robert Lee, who commanded Able and
Hatchet, and CPT Nichole Albrecht,
the first commander of the permanently attached Hammer Company
(Forward Support Company).
The Pacific Pathways mission started in April as the battalion certified
four infantry platoon as light infantry platoons. In May the battalion
deployed equipment to the Philip-

pines and Indonesia to support Operations Salaknib and Garuda Shield
respectively. In all, Task Force Buffalo amounted to 190 personnel
with the Battalion TAC, the Able
and Battle company headquarters,
an infantry platoon from each company, the battalion scout platoon,
and the medical platoon. The Task
Force was part of a larger Brigade
mission that also completed exercises in Malaysia and Thailand.
Buffalo Soldiers and leaders received
great training during the company
FTX and LFX portions of Exercise
Salaknib at Fort Magsaysay in the
Philippines. Indirect fires were employed through inclusion of 60mm
and 81mm mortars in the combined
company live fire exercise. Air and
ground reconnaissance assets were
integrated into the field training exercise through use of the Raven and
the battalion Scout platoon. Soldiers
were able to dig-in individual fighting positions during the company
defense. Convoy and route security was conducted throughout the
AO, outposts established at critical
points, and aviation assets used to
perform reconnaissance.
The task force added an aviation
support element as well as the Battle Company headquarters for Operation Garuda Shield in Indonesia.
Able Company conducted joint Air
Assault operations while battle deployed the original Stryker fleet one
last time. Together with their Indonesian allies, the task force conducted route security, raid, deliberate
attack, and strong point defensive
missions. The exercise culminated
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with a task force live fire.
It was a wonderful opportunity to
conduct join training In Philippines,
working with 3rd Infantry Battalion, 7th Infantry Division, and
Philippines Army during Exercise
Salaknib. Then in Indonesia we
worked with 514th Infantry Battalion (Raider) and A Co, 412th Infantry Battalion (Motorized) from the
Indonesian Army (Tentara Nasional
Indonesia - Angkatan Darat / TNIAD) during Exercise Garuda Shield.
On JBLM, the remainder of the
formation led the Lancer Brigade
through the turn in of our Flat Bottom Strykers for the new Double V
Hull Strykers. We are the third
of nine Stryker Brigades to transfer
into the new platform. Along with
the fielding came a deployment
to the Yakima Training Center for
gunnery and squad live fire operations.

The Buffalo Snorts?

Finally, the Buffalos were selected
by I Corps to test a new weapon
sight for the Army. Able’s 3rd platoon completed the testing over 45
days on JBLM. The new sight links
a thermal weapon sight to a Soldier’s thermal night vision goggles
via Bluetooth technology. This gives
the Soldier the ability to accurately
shoot around corners without exposing his body to hostile fire. It
also decreased target identification
time during hours of limited visibility.
During the summer of 2016 the
Battalion executed multiple operations simultaneously spread across
the globe. Additional missions included EIB training and testing in
March and April, OPFOR and OC/T
support to NTC in May, block leave
in August, and preparation for the
new FY in September. The battalion
is already beginning planning and
training for NTC rotation 17-09 in
September 2017.

DON’T HESITATE, DO IT NOW

Scott Cunningham

scott@globalsignals.net
President, 17th Infantry
Regiment Association

National Infantry Museum: (NIM)
SITREP The relocation of our Buffalo Monument continues to be a top priority, please continue to get the
message out.
The board had unanimously approved to not only purchase the
land, but to go under contract with
the NIM. I have recently signed
the contract and is currently being processed through the support of Johnny Brooks and Steve
Goodwin. I would like to thank
everyone for their ongoing participation with regards to fund raising, several of our members have
some amazing donations, every
penny counts! So, keep up the
good work!
https://w w w.gofundme.com/ buffalocause, currently our Go Fund
Me is at approximately $9,392.00.
It is important that we get this information out to the Battalions as
well.
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Bugle: (Brief Update)
Currently the Bugle is going
through a transformation with regards to supporting it, Don Shook
has forward the necessary files
to Ed Geer, our new editor. Some
thoughts that I have, would be to
produce the Bugle Bi-annually and
continue the distribution of the
SNORTS between issues. I would
like to discuss further and to hear
your thoughts and ideas at the reunion. The goal is to produce the
next volume by December 31, 2016
and the 2nd issue by June, both issues will have information regarding the 2017 Reunion.
Membership:
Spread the word to our fellow
Buffaloes and have them sign up
for membership, it is the lifeline
that keeps us together! Our 2017
Reunion has this focus in mind,
bringing generations together.
For any Buffaloes who need to
join or renew their memberships
there are two easy options. First,
you can do the entire process online at www.17thinfantry.org/join/.
This allows you to pay your dues
through PayPal. If you prefer to use
US Mail and send a check, please
send to my new address at:
Adam Swift
243 Highpoint Cir S
Bourbonnais, IL 60914
agswift@gmail.com
CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

HDMOR
Honorary Distinguished

Members of the Regiment

Margaret Baumann
Ulrike Bell
Alan Bjerke
JoAnn Brigham Moore
Catherine I. Bryant
Robert Buerlein (Ek Knives)
Stefania Burke
Mary Jo Camp
Cathy Colley
Maria de la Sierra
Leslie Drumhiller
Carolyn Eve
Fran Feury
Gay Frazer
Charlotte Gallo
Cathy Gardner
Donald Garner
Lauren Goodwin
Sally Harvey
Joyce Himka
Evelyn Haynes
Carol Heiter
John Hillman
Peggy Holt
Mardelle Ingman
Ardith Isham
Richard Kabaker
Christine Kapanowski
Dolores Leal
Ellen Legg
Mark Marques
Helma Mataxis
Roy P. Montgomery
Alicyn Moore
Chiara Murrell

UNIT HONORS
Nancy Namm
David Nethken
* Maggie Nightingale
Lynn Okita
Teresa Robbins
Alma Rohr
Carol Rosa
Lee Rothman
Crystal Sherwood
Carla Shook
Margaret Smith
Christy Splechter
Shirley Stoddard
Janet Strube
Marie Sullivan
Mary Watts
Lee Whitson
Patricia “Pat” Wilson
Tomicene Wilson
Laura Wittler
* Deceased

TRIVIA ANSWER
1. A. WHITE. Sky Blue wasn’t
adopted until the Civil War.
2. D. HORN. Cross Musket/ Rifle
were not adopted until after 1875
3. D. 4. Regiment: 1 plus one for
Companies B, F and Service
4. B. FALSE. The Regiment
though served during World War
I. not unit of the Regiment actually fought.
5. C. Korean War. To be more
specifically 1951, when the Col.
William “Buffalo Bill” W. Quinn
assumed command of the Regiment and was assigned the callsign “Buffalo” by the 7th Infantry
Division.

We all know about the U.S. Army
Presidential Unit Citation that is
displayed on our Regiment and
Battalions Colors. As well as being worn on the dress Uniform.
But how many know of the three
other US ARmy PResidential Unit
Citations that have been earned by
three different companies that are
not displayed on our nor listed on
the Regiment Lineage and Honors? The reason is that according
to Army Regulations for honors
to be listed in the official Lineage
and Honors and to the streamer
displayed on the Regiment and
Battalions Colors, sixty-five percent of the units must be awarded
the honor.
During Operation Landgrab; the
Battle for Attu; Companies B,
F, and the Service Company all
earned the US Army’s Presidentail
Unit CItation for separate action.
Those companies did display the
streamer on their company’s guidon. Now if the companies B and
F; or the respective 2nd or 6th battalions were reactivated, that unit
would be entitled to display and
wear the ribbon. Since the Service
Company was disbanded in 1957,
to reactivate this company would
require special actions.
Below are the streamers and the
Citations for these U.S. Army
Presidential Unit Citation.
UNIT HONORS CONTINUED ON
PAGE 25
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2016 REUNION PICTURES
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2015 REUNION PICTURES

Introduction slide to their tribute to the
17th Infantry Regiment.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GENERAL ORDER 11
February 7, 1944
As authorized by Executive Order 9396 (sec. I, WD Bul. 22, 19·18), superseding Executive Order 9075 (sec.
III, WD Bul. 11, 1942), citations of the following units by the Commanding General, Alaskan Department,
under the provisions of section IV, Circular No. 333, War Department, 1943, in the name of the President or
the United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction. The citation reads as follows:

Service Company 17th Infantry:
On 29 May this company was engaged in operate in small independent litter groups, it functioned capably
under fire. Island, pushing supplies forward to their regiment which was attacking the enemy. When their
position was assaulted in force by an enemy counter-attack early in the morning the company turned out at
the first warning and displayed the highest type of calmness, endurance, and fighting spirit in taking part in
the defense. The company commander Captain Charles J. Davidson, was killed in this action in which a total
of 53 Japanese were destroyed. By their prompt, courageous, and determined defense this company stopped
one of the enemy’s major thrusts against our forces.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GENERAL ORDER 10
January 29, 1949
As authorized by Executive Order 9396 (sec. I, WD Bul. 22, 19·18), superseding Executive Order 9075 (sec.
III, WD Bul. 11, 1942), citations of the following units by the Commanding General, Alaskan Department,
under the provisions of section IV, Circular No. 333, War Department, 1943, in the name of the President or
the United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction. The citation reads as follows:

Company B 17th Infantry:
During the attack on the ridge separating the two valleys of Holtz Bay on Attu Island 16 May 1943, this company displayed great courage and determination and skillfully led by Captain (then First Lieutenant) William
R. Davis, scaled a precipitous hill in the face of Japanese opposition which was holding up other attacking
organizations. It gained its objective and held this ground in the face of a counterattack by superior Japanese
forces, The conduct of this organization was worthy of the best traditions of the American military service.

UNIT HONORS
Continued on Page 26
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UNIT HONORS
Continued from Page 25

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GENERAL ORDER 10
February 7, 1944
As authorized by Executive Order 9396 (sec. I, WD Bul. 22, 19·18), superseding Executive Order 9075 (sec. III,
WD Bul. 11, 1942), citations of the following units by the Commanding General, Alaskan Department, under
the provisions of section IV, Circular No. 333, War Department, 1943, in the name of the President or the
United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction. The citation reads as follows:

Company F 17th Infantry:
This Organization has displayed the highest possible type of courage, endurance, fighting spirit, and practical
skill. Since every man in the company participate in the actions it is impossible to single out any individual.
In successive actions the attack by Company F on the pass between Massacre and Sarana Valleys was largely
responsible for the success of the operation by rapidly neutralizing a system of enemy trenches in the vicinity
of Cold Mountain by rifle fire, bayonet, and hand grenades. On the attack on the ridge between Chichagof
Harbor and Holtz Bay, Company F rapidly followed up the foothold gained by Company G, 17th Infantry and
by exploiting its success enabled BCT 17-2 to secure the ridge. This operation enabled other attacks to be made
against various other parts of the ridge and led to the immediate downfall of the enemy
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Where were you on
December 19, 1989

By Edward M. Geer (TOW Plt. 3/17 Inf)

Like most Americans when December 19th came, they got up and
started they daily schedule. Not realizing what the day would bring no
less what would occur in less than
24 hours. However, XVIII Airborne
Corp placed telephone calls or radio
messages to alert the 7th Infantry Division (Light) and the 82nd Airborne
Division to be prepared to execute
Operation Blue Spoon as Operation
Just Cause. This alert notification
would forever change many of us.
The notification was due to the ever-escalating incidents occurring in
Panama against American civilians
and military personal. These incidents began shortly after the Torrijos–Carter Treaties (signed and ratified in 1979), that would turn over
the Panama Canal to Panama on
December 31, 1999. Over the years,
General Manuel Antonio Noriega,
commander of the Panama Defense
Forces (PDF) slowly gained control
of the Government. By 1987, he began a program of harassment against
American Civilians and Military Personal within the Canal Zone. Such
as the arbitrary arrest and detention
of nine servicemen in October 1987.
Following the two U.S. federal grand
juries indicted Noriega on 4 February 1988 for drug trafficking. The
frequency and seriousness of these
incidents increased. Within weeks,
additional servicemen were detained

and assaulted. In the late hours of
12 April 1988, at a fuel tank farm
near Howard Air Force Base, gunfire
was exchanged between the U.S.
Marine Corps guards and several
armed intruders in one of the most
violent episodes in the crisis prior
to the invasion. There were allegations that there were Cuban military
involved in this incident, though
Cuba denied any involvement. The
tension continued throughout the
following year. In February 1989,
the PDF seized an off-duty Navy
lieutenant, strip-searched and beat
him, and released him nine hours
later. The crisis almost peaked two
weeks later, when nine Department
of Defense (DOD) school buses,
loaded with 100 children, were
seized for alleged traffic violations.
In May 1989, the PDF abducted,
beat, and robbed a Navy sailor.
In response to this violence and a
heightened PDF presence around
U.S. military installations, President
George H. W. Bush deployed 1,900
combat troops and military police
to bolster security. This deployment
would become Operation Nimrod
Dancer. It largely a show of force
also designed to increase the protection of U.S. citizens and property. To demonstrate the U.S. resolve
to protect the Canal Zone, military
units initiated a series of prominent
exercises that were permitted under
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previous treaty agreements.
In the late evening hours of 16 December, following Maximum Leader Noriega’s declaration of a state
of war, four off-duty U.S. military
officers were driving through Panama City when they were stopped at
a roadblock. The PDF guards waved
other vehicles past the barrier, but
stopped the civilian automobile carrying the four servicemen. Pointing their rifles toward the car, the
guards demanded that the officers
get out of their vehicle. Noticing a
crowd beginning to gather around
them, the servicemen refused and
started to drive away. The guards
fired at the car, fatally wounding
one of the occupants, a U.S. Marine
Corps lieutenant. A Navy lieutenant
and his wife, who had witnessed
the episode, were seized by the
PDF and taken to La Comandancia,
where the lieutenant was interrogated and beaten and his wife was
sexually assaulted. The couple was
released four hours later. Sometime
between the decision to invade on
17 December and when the deployments were set in motion fortyeight hours later, OPLAN 90–2 had
its code name changed from Blue
Spoon to Just Cause.
Our 4th Battalion was already deployed to Panama under Operation
CONINUTED ON PAGE 28

Continued from Page 27
Nimrod Dancer. They had been conducting numerous training exercises
throughout the Canal Zone. These
exercises consisted of tactical movements day and night, occupying
Objective Rally Points, reconning,
planning on how to seize and secure
objectives. Which would turn out to
be their assigned missions for Operation Just Cause. They began preparation to execute their assigned
missions. A company’s mission was
Fort Espinar, B company was Colon, while C company was Coco
Solo Naval Station. They had been
prior to the alert had been preparing
to be relieved by our 3rd Battalion,
which was schedule to assume the
mission in mid-January.
Our 3rd Battalion, to which I was
assigned too, had been preparing
to assume Operation Nimrod Dancer’s mission. We were the Division
Readiness Force 8 (DRF-8) and on
Post Support. So, on the morning
of December 19th, we got ready for
PT. When I walked passed the CQ
desk around 0530, the CQ informed
me the 1Sgt wanted to see me immediately. The 1Sgt told me that
the Division was on alert and I was
to gather my Outload Support Team
and report immediately to the Alert
Holding Area (AHA).
Around 0900, the first vehicles from
the DRF-2 began to show up. Which
we began processing through the
stations for movement to Travis
Air Force Base. As we progressed,
the Division Emergency Operation
Center (EOC) called informing us to
expect us to see the DRF-3, along
with the Division Readiness Brigade
1 DRB-1) Support Package 1 (SUBPAC-1). It was sometime around
1200 when the EOC informed us
that the Ammo Trucks would be arriving fully loaded with the Ammu-

nition Load.
That information got me thinking
that this was not an Emergency
Deployment Readiness Exercise
(EDRE), but the real deal and the
objective was Panama. My reasoning is that the Ammo Trucks would
be carrying High Explosives through
housing, barracks area to the AHA.
As well as the fact that safety regulations prohibited transporting High
Explosives in those areas.
Sometime mid-afternoon, we received another call from the EOC,
informing us that Travis was shutdown to heavy fog and all future
flights would be conducted out of
the Regional Airport in Monterey.
The convoys would leave the AHA,
taking the road bordering the ranges and exit through a portion of the
fence that had been cut.
By the time, my shift was relieved
at 2100 (9 PM), we had already
processed through the AHA, the
DRF-2, DRF-3, SUBPAC-1. Begun
Processing the Aviation Package
(AVPAC-1) and had been notified that the DRB-2 units had been
alerted and expect them sometime
on the 20th. Monterey Airport had
been shut down for all commercial
flights and the USAF had begun
landing C-141 and C5s to fly out
the various units.
After getting home, I turned on the
TV and CNN. While listening to
CNN, Mary and I were discussing
what had been going on during the
day. While comparing information
we both had obtain at our work,
around 2200 (10 PM) CNN interrupted their broadcast to announce
that the US had invaded Panama.
All I could do is say this is it. Should
we have an early Christmas. I then
turned the TV off.
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Over the next 3 days, we operated
the AHA 24 hours a day. Though
out the day we would have enlisted
as well as officers who had reported
back from leave asking if we could
get them on a flight to Panama so
they could join their units already
deployed. We told them there was
nothing we could do for them and
for them to report to their rear-detachment commander. We were
finally told by the EOC, that the
7th Infantry Division Light had in
less than 96 hours deployed nearly
10,000 troops, hundreds of vehicles
and hundreds of tons of equipment
and ammunition. Furthermore, we
had exceeded the requirement to
deploy the division in less than 4
days.
Within 3 weeks (mid-January) shortly after President Bush announced
that Noriega had surrendered and
that no more Combat troops would
be sent to Panama, we were deployed to Panama to relieve the 4th
Battalion and continue the mission
during Operation Just Cause. Then
on February 1st, we began performing operations under Operation Promote Liberty.
By the time both battalions had returned to Fort Ord, we suffered loses. We lost Sgt. William D. Gibbs, C
co 4th Battalion, on December 20,
1989 during the opening hours of
Operation Just Cause. Then on February 20, 1990, B co. 3rd Battalion
was returning from a civil operation
mission were being flown by helicopters when they encountered a
Thunderstorm. It would result in a
UH-58 and a UH-1 crashing with
all lives lost. We would suffer the
loss of Capt. Richard D. Tyndall,
Sgt. Sidney T. Dew, Sgt. Antonio B.
Solis, Spc. Rodney L. Blodgett, Spc.
Kirk M. Magill, and Pvt. Charles D.
Allison.

UPDATED VFW STYLE CAP INFORMATION
Show Your Regimental Pride with these VFW Style Caps
It’s been a few years since we included
the Association Cap ordering form in the
Buffalo Bugle, and we have some updated
Company information as well. These are
sharp caps that you can personalize and
wear with pride. You can now download
the form on our website under the 17th
Infantry Quartermaster Store Link (Under
VFW Style Cap). If you don’t have internet
access, please feel free to contact me, Tim
Green and I’ll send you the form via “Snail
Mail.”
New Company information is as follows:
American Heroes Mfg., Inc.
4681 Arrow Hwy. Unit A
Montclair, CA 91763
Tel. (909) 398-0100
Fax (909) 398-0110

Right Side Example

CSM Timothy Green

29

Left Side Example

GREAT FIND

The Buffalo Snorts

By Jason Warren

Coninuted from page 19

Jason posted the below soldier ID disc from the Civil War on our Facebook Page. Chatting with Jason, I discovered that he enjoyed going hunting with a Metal Detactor looking for Civil War Relicates.

DMOR, St. Maurice, CIA Medal
Awards:

Soldier ID Disc from the American Civil War. I dug a few months ago.
The camp is on the Prince William - Fauquier Co. line VA. Towns of
Nokesville I’ve done alittle research on him and found out this unit is
still active. Thought I would share this with y’all. Andrew Tuttle Co.C
1st Battalion 17th US Inft. 5th Corps. Mustered Fort Preble Maine. Born
1840 died 1880. If there’s any unit historians here. That would like to
share any info. I would greatly appreciate.
I also did some research on Andrew Tuttle. I visited the National Park
Service’s Civil War website and looked in their Soldiers and Sailors database. I found two separate entries for a Andrew Tuttle assigned to
comoany C 1st Battalion 17th Infantry. He started as a Private and would
leave with the rank of Corporal. Also based on the battles engraved on
the disc he at least served in the Regiment in 1862-1863.

If you would like to recommend
any one for the DMOR, St. Maurice
or CIA Medal Awards you need to
get the application in to the Tim
Green. Remember the Award is
presented to those who put effort
into enhancing and work to maintain the association. Just being a
member does not qualify. If you
need a copy of the form, e-mail
me and I’ll get one to you. Forwarding applications to Terry is a
temporary situation until a new
Awards Chairman.

On the disc it has been engraved with what I suspect are battles he
fought in. They include Yorktown, Gains Hill, Malvern Hill, Bull Run,
Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg. It should also
be noted that the actual disc is either made of brass or bronze.

National Reunion 1927
17th Infantry Association
Above Badge was purchased on Ebay.
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link continuing the tradition that
dates back to the days of John
Ek, himself, in 1941.

“Buffalo Blade”

Much thanks goes to CSM Green
for spearheading the efforts to
get these produced for the Association and its members. These
are made with the Infantryman
in mind as the guard and X-Head
Fasteners are solid brass. Note
the wide “gripping grooves” on
the Micarta grips. Contact Bob
Buerlin for ordering (make sure
you mention the 17th for the discount.)

The 17th Infantry Regiment now has an official
fighting knife!
The Association has teamed up
with the Ek Commando Knife
Company for some high quality, battle-tested combat knives
for official presentations such
as Soldier and NCO of the year.
These will also be available to
Members of the Association for
purchase. What a great functional item to show your pride in
serving with the Regiment.

Knife (as shown) $349
Optional Display Case: $59
Free Shipping for Association
Members (APO and CONUS)

Ek Commando Knives, famous
since 1941, have been battle proven in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the
Gulf War, Afghanistan, and Iraq.
They are proud to be the living

Bob Buerlein
Ek Commando Knife Co.
(804) 257-7144
www.EkKnife.com
HQ@EkKnife.com
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OPERATION JUST CAUSE - PANAMA
20 December 1989 - 31 January 1990
(4-17 Infantry and 3-17 Infantry)
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35

BUFFALO BILL REMEMBERS
By Lt. Gen William “Buffalo Bill” W. Quinn
Originally published Buffalo Bugle, Vol. 7, No. 1; January 1998
Even latrines were labeled “Buffalo sometime in late June or early July
Chip Depository”.
in 1951, it occurred to me to look
again at the then current insignia. I
Later I delivered a certificate asked myself, Is the Fredricksburg
named, “THE ORDER OF THE Wall or Sike’s Corps. Emblem more
BUFFALO”, it contained a lot of meaningful than a Buffalo on a
Whereas’s, and I awarded it to all badge. I answered my own questhe general officers in the chain of tion.
command, including Van Fleet and
Ridgway. I was absolutely amazed What followed…I found an artist
at their response. These now re- in the regiment who redesigned
pose in the Regimental Room of the badge in color. That is our inthe 1st -17th at Ft. Wainwright.
signia as it is today.
I then sent the exhibit to the C.G.,
Center of Military History, with
letters of commendations, press
clippings, etc., to justify the heraldic change. In addition, I added a
motto, “Truth & Courage”, the logCoincidentally, on the day that I It turned out benign and every- ic of which w as printed in a previtook command of the regiment thing came out fine in the end, but ous Bugle, and is in the Foreword
(and we were in a firefight at that it was scary for awhile.
of my book.
time), the code word, for radio and
telephone, was changed, apparent- In addition, our winning ways, ob- I left the regiment in August, 1951,
ly because the 7th Division signal vious morale and esprit, entranced wearing the old insignia with great
officer had reason to believe that the press, and so the Buffalo’s be- pride. There was nothing wrong
the old code book had been com- gan getting national attention.
with it, It just needed updating. It
promised.
is conceivable that the next change
As a result of these circumstances, will include a Chinese Wall, who
It so happened that the new call
can tell.
sign given to the 17th was “Buffalo”. The press, who were at my
C.P. were aware of the change and
dubbed me “Buffalo Bill”. There
was a bit more, something about
jumping on the hood of a jeep, but
we won’t go into that.
Only recently has anyone inquired
of me, as to how and by whom was
the insignia of the 17th regiment
altered to include The Buffalo.

All have notes attached which
were extremely complimentary of
the 17th (Buffalo’s). and its combat
effectiveness, morale, and reputation.

What transpired almost immediately was surprising. Signs began
appearing, along with silhouettes
of a Buffalo. It began with trucks &
tanks, then tents and on the roads
and intersections.

36

Certificate and badge appointing Danny Kaye as Guardsman in the Order of the Buffalo, Korea 1951
Retrieved from the Library of Congress, <https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.200186608/>
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MGS PlaTOON HHC 4/17 INF
CONDUCTS IED TRAINING
From July 11th though July 18th, the MGS Platoon HHC 4-17 Infantry conducted training at the IED Complex and Close Combat Tactical Training Center on how to React to possible Improvised Explosive Device
(IED), Vehicle Borne IED, Suicide VBIED or Person Borne IED, Conduct Route Reconnaissance, and
React to Ambush.
The Platoon conducted realistic training, learning how to utilize counter IED and IED detection equipment.
This equipment ranged from the Duke system to the THOR and provided soldiers knowledge on how to
better employ the different IED systems.

SPC Caldwell walks through the
CEIA metal detection familiarization lane

SPC Smith learns how to properly
mark an IED

MGS soldiers attend a AAR at
CCTT

MGS soldiers watch an instructional video on IEDs
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4/17 CONDUCTS MASCAL TRAINING
LTC Dustin Mitchell’s intent was to challenge the Medical Platoon’s leadership, stress emplaced systems, and
test SOPs through realistic well prepared casualty scenarios within a training event separate from other maneuver training.

The goal was to identify weaknesses, allow all medics see multitude of casualty types and to have all processes and leadership evaluated by Subject Material Experts.
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HE PHILIPPINE INSURRECTION
1899-1905
The regiment would serve twice
during the Philippine Insurrection. The first time was from May
20, 1899 till July 22, 1902 when
the last Company left. Between
1902 to 1903, the regiment would
be stationed in Washington and
Idaho. Come July 1, 1903 the regiment found itself once again back
in the Philippine Islands until August 9, 1905 when they returned
to the states.
The regiment received orders in
late December 1898, notifying
them to report to New York City
for movement by ship to the Philippines. The regiment’s movement
was done in three phases, deploying battalions size during each
phase. Companies B, G, I, and M
would sail on the U.S. Army transport “Grant” and sailed on January 18, 1899. On February 2nd,
Companies D, H, K, L aboard the
U.S. Army transport “Sherman”.
The Regiment Headquarters, its
Medical Detachment and Companies A, C, E, and F sailed aboard
the U.S. Army transport “Sheridan” on February 9th. The transports would take them through
the Atlantic, Mediterranean, Suez
Canal, Hong Kong and finally disembarked at the city of Manila.
They were immediately place on
duty to defend the city. Col. Jacob
Hurd Smith led the regiment initially in the Philippines.

Fernando, Luzon. Col. Smith would
be promoted to Brigadier General in
1900, was court-martialed in 1901
in the Philippines and forced to retire. Col. Greenleaf A. Goodale assumed command of the 17th.
In early April 1900, General Montengro, commanding the Philippine Insurgent troops, surrendered
to Col. Smith. In September 1901,
the regiment was sent to the island
of Jolo and Mindanao where it engaged in action on several occasions
with the hostile Moros and assisted in the establishment of the civil
government on these islands.
On February 28, 1902, the Headquarters and the 1st and 2nd Battalion departed aboard the US Army
Transport Killpatrick and arrived
in the states on March 30th. The
remaining companies, A, C, D, and
L were schedule to depart in early
March, but due to unrest in the
Philippines were delayed until April.
They would arrive in Vancouver on
August 1st.
Upon their arrival, the Regiment
established its headquarters at Vancouver Barracks. With the companies being assigned to Fort Lawton,
Seattle, Washington, Fort Wright,
Spokane, Washington and Boise
Barracks (Fort Boise), Boise, Idaho.

Though I have been unable to locate
any information on what the regiIn June 1899, the regiment took ment did. It would be a safe guess to
part in the advance to, and the say that the Regiment went through
engagements area around San a complete refit, recruiting and nor-
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mal garrison duties.
Col. John T. Van Orsdale assumed command of the regiment
on March 2, 1903. At the same
time the Regiment received movement orders ordering it back to the
Philippine Islands. The regiment
boarded the US Army Transport
Sherman on July 1st arriving in
Manila on July 26th.
In early August, the Regiment was
transferred to the Island of Mindanao and based at the Port of
Cotabato in response to Moros’
rebellion. The Regiment on part or
in whole would take part in Expeditions into the Rio Grande Valley,
skirmishes, battles, etc. It would
also conduct combat operations
on the Island of Jolo.
The Regiment left the Philippine
Islands for America in late July
1905 and arrived on August 9th.
They arrived at their new duty,
Fort McPherson, Georgia on August 25th.

THE MEXICAN EXPEDITION
1916-1917
There is little information, beyond
the historical records held at the US
Army Center of Military History that
listed where the regiment was stationed. Most of the public records
cover the actions conducted by the
US Cavalry units. However, I did discover two separate events of the exploits of the regiment.
On March 19, 1914, due to numerous
rebellions breaking out in Mexico
and tensions along the United States
and Mexico, the regiment would find
itself stationed at Eagle Pass, Texas
conducting patrols along the border.
Col. Charles R. Noyes would lead the
regiment throughout its participation
and its return to the United States.
Due to the increase of hostilities towards American and cross-border incidents, such as when Poncho Villa on
January 11, 1916, he kidnapped and
murdered 18 American and his raid
on Columbus, New Mexico, killing
19 Americans, on March 9th. These
and the other incidents resulted in
President Wilson ordering General
John Pershing to lead 6,000 American troops into Mexico and capture
Villa. The regiment received orders
to reassigning them to Columbus,
New Mexico, arriving on April 22nd.
On April 23rd (1), the regiment
crossed the border into Mexico. Its
mission was to strengthen the line of
communication and supply. (2) Since
the Mexican Expedition was primarily a cavalry operation, the regiment
operations was basically limited to
mundane missions such as guarding
and securing the communication and
supply lines, providing escort for surveying teams, etc.

However, on April 26th, near Las
Cruces, Mexico, an eight man detachment from the Machinegun
Company accompanied by two
Engineers conducting road survey
and mapping and one quartermaster were sent out to purchase cattle
from a nearby ranch and to conduct a road survey and mapping,
were attacked by a group of bandits
being lead Candelerio Cervantes
and Juan Beaucome.(3) The fight
lasted about 45 minutes, resulting
in Lance Corporal David Markebury being killed and Privates F.
Nicholson and George Hullet being wounded. Also, Candelerio Cervantes and Juan Beaucome would
be killed as well. (4) After being informed of the attack, General Pershing commended Pvt. Hullett for his
bravery though wounded continued
to fight and kill both Cervantes and
Beaucome. (5)

During my research on the internet I
discovered an article written by Sylvia
Brenner, titled “San Joaquín Canyon
and the 1916 Punitive Expedition”.
The article was about the archaeological excavations conducted by Pershing’s troops at Casas Grandes. During her research, she discovered the
unpublished manuscript (MS 2494)
“Archaeological Researches in the
San Joaquin Valley, 1917” by Capt.
Weissheimer (56th Infantry).
It mentions that around 50 members
of Company K under the command
of1Lt. Roderick Dew while encamped
in the San Joaquin Canyon from July
through December of 1916 took part
in the archaeological excavations. (6)
By the end of March 1917, the entire
regiment returned to its station at
Fort McPherson, Georgia.

US Infantry marching along a road in Mexico circa 1916-1917
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17th Infantry regiment association 2017 reunion
OPORD REUNION 2017
References: 17th Infantry Association, INC; By-Laws (July 2014), 17th Infantry Association, INC, Administration Policy
and Procedures (September 2014)
Time Zone Used Throughout Order: Pacific Time Zone
Task Organization: 17th Infantry Association and Guests
1. SITUATION.
a. Area of Operations. Las Vegas, Nevada
(1) Terrain.
(a). part of Mojave Desert.
(2) Weather. Average Temperature for August: HI: 103 LOW: 74. Average Temperature for September:
HI: 95 LOW: 66
b. Enemy Forces. There is expected agents that will do their best to prevent members from attending.
c. Friendly Forces. There is always possible that other Associations, agencies, etc. will be conducting their
reunion at the same time.
d. Civilian Considerations. Expect to see and come in contact with numerous groups of civilians.
2. MISSION. To Hold the 17th Infantry Regiment Association’s 2017 Annual Reunion. To make it memorable and enjoyable to all who attend. D-Day is September 14, 2017. The Operation will end on September 17, 2017.
3. EXECUTION.
a. Commander’ Intent. To encourage all active duty, past members of the Regiment and members of the
Association to attend. To encourage current members of the Association to actively recruit former
members of the Regiment that are not currently members of the Association
(1) Phase I. Planning/Preparation. The Reunion Committee will begin reviewing the response from
Hotels for consideration of location. Then make their recommendations to the Board of Directors for
their vote to select the location for the Reunion.
(2) Phase II. Execution: Members of the Association to converge from all 50 states to Las Vegas and be
prepared to have a good time.
		
4. SUSTAINMENT.
a. Material and services.
(1) Supply. [List supplies by class (i.e. Class I: Water).
Class I (Food, rations, and water)
To be determined
Class II (Clothing) Civilian Attire provided by each attending member. Saturday Dinner will be Suit
and Tie
Class III (Petroleum) Members bring their own vehicle are responsible for their own fuel
Class VI (Personal Items)
Some will be provided additional will be on the expense of the members
Class X (Misc. supplies)
To be Determined
(2) Transportation. Transportation to Law Vegas will be on each individual member attending. During the
reunion, will be determined at a later date.
(3) Services. To be Determined at a later date
5. COMMAND AND CONTROL.
a. Command.
(1) Current Command remains in effect.
(2) Location of unit leader and second-in-command: Should be attending
(3) Succession of command: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Chairman of the Board of Directors,
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Buffalo Bill’s Bison
by Craig Scott
{U.S. Army photo Sgt. Hal Randall

(Reprinted from the June 14, 1951
Pacific Stars and Stripes)

Dust erupted from the wheels of
the machine-gun jeep as it braked
to a stop at the junction of spiraling Korean mountain roads. A
helmeted man leaped out, firmly
planted a sign at the road’s edge. A
black buffalo was emblazoned on
the sign; the legend read, “Danger
– Buffaloes Crossing.”
A man in battle dress came to his
feet, remained standing in the
jeep. A hint of gray peeked from
beneath his steel helmet. Intelligence burned from his eyes and his
bearing was an etching of pride. As
he surveyed the line of steel-toting
infantrymen approaching the junction, his chin jutted with confidence.
Curiosity pushed me over to the
soldier who had planted the sign
and I asked, “Who’s the colonel?”
The man pierced me with a look
that had all the cold steeliness
of a thrust bayonet. It was as if
that single question had branded
me an idiot. Finally, “That’s Buffalo Bill Quinn,” he snorted, “the
best damn regimental commander
you’ll ever see!”
And I took a good look at Buffalo
Bill, for this was not the first time
I’d heard that name in Korea. During a recent visit to the replacement
company, I had been told, “There’s
one regiment we don’t have to
worry about replacements for…
men are begging to join the Seventeenth Infantry Regiment. They’ve
all heard about Buffalo Bill.”
The command post of the Seventeenth Infantry was not far away
from my present location. I remem-

BUFFALO CROSSING—Col. “Buffalo Bill” Quinn observes his infantrymen approaching a road junction in the battle sector of the 17th Regiment, With the
colonel are: Cpls. Roger Keeder (left), Alfred Asbury (driver), and Leroy Kilgore
(gunner).

bered that the unit was one of the
oldest (activated in 1812) United
States regiments. A half hour of
jeeping along the Pyongchang river, then into the mountains, and I
reached a tent city - Korean headquarters of a legendary regimental commander. In a few minutes,
I was standing before a staff officer. “What foundation,” I asked,
“is there to the story that men are
going Absent Without Leave to
join your regiment?”
The major smiled. He picked up
a sizable stack of letters from a
nearby field desk thrust them into
my hands. “There is your answer.”
One hour and fifty pages later, I
had mulled over such urgent messages as -”Sir, I hope that you
can make room for me in your
regiment as I am willing to go all
the way even if it means my life,
and that is giving all I got, Sir, so
please give me a chance.”
Word had spread with the rapidity
of a medieval plague throughout
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the Korean peninsula and Japanese isles. Men with fighting fever
were “taking off” from all types
of units to join Buffalo Bill and his
“hot outfit.” Colonel Bill Quinn
was the warlock and the Bison his
talisman. Together, they spun a
web of glamour that was paying
off in enemy dead and high troop
morale.
Colonel Quinn answered all the
letters personally but cautioned
these volunteers to apply for a
transfer through their present
commanding officers.
The urgent requests I was reading
came from men in the artillery,
quartermaster, engineers, signal
corps, many service organizations
and other infantry units, A letter
from an Army baker requested,
“I hope so earnestly to enter the
field of combat as a soldier in
your Seventeenth Regiment and,
should this request be granted, I
will serve you to the best of my
ability and in such a manner as to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 44

Continued from Page 43
bring credit to you, your regiment,
and to the United States Army. I
fully realize that my qualifications
as an infantryman are few, Sir, but
I am a native Texan and an expert
rifleman. I have two stripes which I
am willing to give up, if necessary,
should this request be granted.”
Motives for wanting to join the Buffaloes differed but the underlying
urgency of the requests never wavered letter from a corporal on Okinawa pressed, “I would give anything to get assigned to your outfit.
I would like very much to replace
my brother who is listed as Missing
in Action. I have six brothers who
were all in the service and all have
seen some combat. I want to show
my brothers that I can take anything that they did. Please, Colonel,
help me to reach Korea. I will be
more than grateful to you the rest
of my life.”

suffer.” His eyes sparked as he
added, “We proved that the American soldier is not the roadbound
sissy our enemies took him to be.”
(The hill” is six air miles from the
nearest road.)
BAYONETS OFTEN flash in the
17th Regiment and their flash instills the spirit of close combat in
the charging infantrymen. No man
in the 17th will ever forget the lesson that aggressiveness taught
on the high ground west of Amidong…Bayonet-thrusting
riflemen broke up an enemy attack and
chased the terrified Reds from the
strategic high ground. Buffalo Bill
had made it known throughout
the command that bayonets were
for active use—charging Buffalo
had used them well.

THE WILL TO FIGHT is the most
significant thing about the 17th Infantry Regiment. Esprit de corps is
a somewhat “dogeared” expression
that takes on new meaning as the
observer moves into an area occupied by the Buffalos. The impression is dynamic—and it is catching.

I had heard many stories of the
powerful punches this proud unit
delivered in combat action. Now,
I deter, mined to see for myself
how they reacted under fire. An
intelligence officer told me that
Company “I” would lead the attack the following morning. I
jeeped to the company location
and arrived at dusk to witness
preparations for the jump-off…
Plans were deliberate, thorough.
Information was. specific and was
passed down through the ranks in
a well organized manner. Orders
were unquestioned. There was no
lost motion. It was a thrill to witness a seasoned outfit prepare for
combat.

UN War Correspondent William
Burson, watching the Buffalo storm
a hill, wrote—”It was spectacular
in, the determination with which
the assault was mounted.” After
the action, the colonel admitted,
“Taking that hill was ‘the toughest
assignment of my Army career—
tough because of the hardships and
sacrifices I had to ask my men to

At dawn the company, draped
with bandoleers and grenades, left
the road and moved to the foot of
a mountain mass—their first objective for the day. As I looked
upward at the hazy mountain
heights, I wondered how these infantrymen—each man was carrying an extra round of ammunition
(for supporting heavy weapons)

Three artillery men asked Buffalo
Bill for an advance letter of acceptance so that they could initiate a
transfer. Their letter said, “We are
members of your outfit. We would
consider it an honor to serve under
your command.”
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and a bed roll—could even hope
to scale those rugged slopes. We
began the climb. Mines were located in the vicinity--another test
of Infantry courage. Men were cautioned to step in the footprints of
those who were leading the way.
Officers and non-commissioned
officer^ continually reminded the
men to stay at least five yards
apart (“think five yards ahead”
is the company motto) so that incoming mortar rounds would take
as light a casualty toll as possible.
I SAW THE “Buffalo” of Company
“I” storm the heights of the hill
that day. I watched riflemen with
fixed bayonets drop packs when
they were under fire and unhesitatingly assault enemy positions...
And I caught the expressions of
wound-scarred young officers
during the attack—eagerness was
there; excitement was there—fear
was absent.
Fighting men of the 17th Regiment lived up to their much vaunted reputation that day and, from
latest reports of frontline action,
they are continuing to do so.

17th Infantry Regiment Association Membership Application

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Middle

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Street

Member Status:

City

Active Duty

State

Veteran

Zip

Widow of Veteran

Descendant of Veteran

Veteran Spouse’s Name (or nearest of kin):______________________________________________________
Today’s Date:_____________________________ Phone Number:____________________________________
E-Mail Address:_________________________________________ Fax Number:_________________________
With the 17th From:____________________19________ To________________________19______________
Unit served with (Battalion, Company, etc) :______________________________________________________
Referred to the Association by:________________________________________________________________
For Annual Membership Dues, please enclose $25.00. For Lifetime Membership Dues, please enclose $300.00
Please Note thet there are also special rates for soldiers currently serving with the 1st and 4th Battalions.
Lifetime Membership includes a 17th Infantry Bronze Buffalo Coin and Certificate.
Please Check One:
New Annual Membership

Renewal Annual Membership

Lifetime Membership

Note: You can have a subscription to the “Buffalo Bugle” for only $10.00 a year if you do not qualify for a 17th
Infantry Regiment Association membership.

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE WHEN FILLING OUT FORM, do not write. Mail completed form and check or money
order made out to the 17th Infantry Regiment Association to Membership Chairman, Ron Miller:
ADAM SWIFT
243 High Point Circle South
Bourbonnais, IL 60914
440-623-5110
AGSwift@gmail.com

MEMBER QUESTIONNAIRE
What is your primary reason for joining the 17th Infantry Regiment Association?

What do you feel is the most important benefit you receive from being a member of the Association?

What do you feel the Association could do differently to better serve its membership?

Do you have photographs or color slides that we can copy from your time with the 17th Infantry Regiment?

Would you be interested in serving on a committee or helping in a technical way, i.e., website
Administration, database administration, graphic art, technical writing, photography, etc.

Would you be interested in serving as a Board Member or Officer of the Association?

Are you a current member of the National Infantry Association?

Miscellaneous Comments, etc.
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Mr. Steven Goodwin
Scholarship Chairman & Treasurer
17th Infantry Regiment Association
4366 Central Ave.
Western Springs, IL 60558
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TOW Platoon 3rd Bn 17th Inf
Operation Just Cause
Jan 1990

